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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest to 
travellers in the Middle East 
and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Dubai:
Through April 7

Global Village is a large cul-
tural event that offers festivals, 
shopping and entertainment in 
an open-air theme park. This 
entertainment and shopping 
destination involves more than 
70 countries with presentations 
in dozens of pavilions. Par-
ticipants can enjoy more than 
50 rides and 26 restaurants 
offering food from around the 
world.

Doha:
Through April 25

Souq Waqif Spring Festival 
brings together street perform-
ers, puppet and musical shows, 
along with African circus 
performers, magicians and a 
range of slightly surreal one-off 
events, including a human can-
nonball and bungee jumping.

Amman:
Through May

As part of Friends of Jordan 
Festivals, Al Hussein Cultural 
Centre will host a Classical 
Concerts Cycle with acts from 
Japan, France, the Czech Re-
public and other countries.

Beirut:
March 13-18

Beirut International Women 
Film Festival (BWFF) is an 
annual event in the city. 
Gathering film-makers and 
cinema lovers from all over the 
world, BWFF includes films 
about women or produced by 
women.

Tafraoute:
March 15-18

The Almond Blossom Festival, 
celebrated every year in Mo-
rocco, sees villagers mark the 
almond harvest with Berber 
dancing, singing and almond 
tastings. International musi-
cians and actors mingle with 
local performers for live events 
based on Moroccan folklore.

Luxor:
March 16-22

The Luxor African Film Festival 
is an annual event in Egypt. In 
its seventh year, the festival 
will screen films produced in 
African countries in Long Nar-
ratives, Long Documentaries 
and Short Films categories.

Zammour, Tunisia:
March 17-20

The second Zammour Fest 
takes place in a Berber village 
in the Tunisian Sahara. Over 
four days and three nights, 
visitors camp in Bedouin tents, 
trek or bike in the village, visit 
mountains, attend folklore par-
ties and enjoy traditional food.

Marrakech:
March 18-24

The 13th International Con-
temporary Dance Festival “On 
Marche” will include partici-
pants from around the world 
taking part in workshops, 
classes and conferences. Dance 
performances will be staged in 
the streets of Marrakech during 
the festival.

South Sinai

W 

hen he dyed in blue 
the rocks and boul-
ders of the desert in 
South Sinai in 1980, 
Belgian artist Jean 

Verame could not have expected 
the area to turn into one of the won-
ders of Egyptian desert life.

Verame painted the rocks of this 
part of the desert, a few kilometres 
from the Red Sea resort of Dahab 
and the St Catherine Monastery, to 
celebrate the 1979 Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty, the first between an 
Arab country and the Jewish state.

The innovative artist used tonnes 
of blue — the colour of peace — paint 
donated by the United Nations. He 
spent days dyeing the rocks and 
stones of the area, once a battle-
ground in the 1967 war between 
Egypt and Israel.

Now known as the Blue Desert, 
the area remains a wonder carrying 
the marks of man and nature in the 
heart of Egypt’s desert.

“The area is a work of art that 
combines the beauty of nature and 
the artistry of man,” said tourism 
specialist Hassan al-Dali. “The idea 
of creating it by the Belgian artist 
was untraditional at first but the 
motivation behind this work was 
really great, namely to highlight the 
importance of peace and coexist-
ence,” Dali said.

Verame’s selection of blue com-
plements Sinai’s deep blue sky and 
matches the arid desert, creating a 
rare mix with the yellow sands and 
the brown of rocks and boulders.

In Egypt, some deserts derive 

their names from their natural col-
ours, such as the White Desert and 
the Black Desert in the western part 
of the country.

The Blue Desert is most known to 
tourists and pilgrims visiting Mount 
Sinai and the St Catherine Monas-
tery, the site where God is believed 
by many to have appeared to Moses.

The monastery, the oldest con-
tinually inhabited, was built in the 
seventh century and receives thou-
sands of foreign and local visitors 

every month. It contains the relics 
of St Catherine and its well-pre-
served church displays Greek and 
Roman heritage.

Not far from the Blue Desert, the 
Dahab resort on the Red Sea is a ma-
jor attraction for beach tourism. The 
resort has hotels suiting all types of 
budgets and boasts some of the Red 
Sea’s most eye-catching beaches.

An outing into the Blue Desert 
from any of the nearby sites can be 
rewarding, especially for the eyes 

and the senses.
“The Blue Desert is very easy to 

reach from any of these places,” said 
Mohamed Sedki, a computer en-
gineer in his mid-40’s who said he 
never visits Dahab without an out-
ing into the Blue Desert. “The place 
is more than wonderful especially 
for those who want to spend times 
in the serene atmosphere the desert 
provides.”

The Blue Desert is most visited 
during the Christmas season.

At night, the blue-dyed objects 
look like stars denting the vast de-
sert. Some painted stones are more 
than 30 metres tall. At times they 
appear to be giant balloons or great 
chewing gum bubbles.

Karim Mohamed, a tour guide 
from the area, said he offers a full 
list of activities for visitors of the 
desert, including camping, moun-
tain climbing and cycling.

“This is a place that is full of 
fun. It is very simple, very austere. 
Yet it has an amount of charm that 
makes it unforgettable for visitors,”  
Mohamed said.

Sinai’s ‘Blue Desert,’ a work of art 
attracting tourists and pilgrims
Ahmed Megahid

Visitors are seen at 
the Blue Desert in 
South Sinai.  (Wikimedia)

The Blue Desert is 
most known to tourists 
and pilgrims visiting 
Mount Sinai and 
the St Catherine 
Monastery.

Visitors sit between two giant blue rocks in South Sinai.                                                                 (Ahmed Megahid)

Sand covers blue desert rocks in South Sinai.                                                                                       (Ahmed Megahid)
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