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I
ssues of child protection are 
important in any context. 
However, there are extreme 
variations between contexts 
in the West and in the Arab 
world.

Faced with inflation, tax 
hikes and a refugee influx, the 
social dynamics of countries such 
as Jordan and Lebanon, among 
others, have changed, particularly 
in low-income households. How 
do changing circumstances put 
children in increased danger?

In Jordan, information avail-
able on child protection is difficult 
to access, to say the least. Due to 
cultural reservations on the topic 
as well as a shortage of effective 
protective mechanisms through 
which information can be accessed, 
the resources are slim.

For example, in 2015, one source 
placed the number of child abuse 
crimes at around 600. However, 
within the report is the statement: 
“The public security directorate’s 
family protection unit said in its 
annual report that the number was 
inaccurate, due to many attacks not 
being reported.”

Physical abuse has manifested 
in one of the multiple forms due 
to declining geopolitical contexts, 
notably in child labour. In 2016, the 
International Labour Organisation 
reported that, in Jordan, “the num-
ber of child labourers has roughly 
doubled to more than 69,000 since 
2007, with around 44,000 engaged 
in hazardous work.”

As part of research on issues 
of child protection in Jordan, a 
number of findings have been 
made. With a combination of rising 
taxes and a heavy refugee influx, 
low-income households have seen 
a rise in the number of individuals 
sharing a home.

For example, large number fami-
lies will share a room and often the 
parents will have intimate relations 
in the same room where their child 
is sleeping. This is problematic as 
the child does not learn nor under-
stand that this is a private engage-
ment and the act is normalised. 
This makes the child think that this 
action is “safe” and lowers their 
defences against sexual predators.

This is but one of several 
phenomena occurring due to the 
changing social dynamics and 
compounded with existing cultural 
tradition of child-rearing that put 

children at great risk.
A greater concern, an independ-

ent child development and parent-
ing specialist based in Amman said, 
is that many children are unable to 
recognise what violence is. Due to 
generally higher levels of violence 
at schools and in homes, children 
allow unsafe situations to continue 
because they are unaware that 
what is happening is wrong.

That encourages violence among 
or directed towards children. An 
example of this, said a research par-
ticipant working at Oxfam Jordan 
as well as the Jordan River Founda-
tion, is encouraging young boys to 
use violence. Rather than reporting 
incidents of bullying, which is of-
ten viewed as cowardice, boys are 
encouraged to use violence against 
those attempting to intimidate 
them.

Key concepts that must be re-
layed to children in the region, par-
ticularly due to changing contexts 
and detrimental cultural teachings, 
should be done by skilled child pro-
tection officers, teachers, parents 
and other relevant stakeholders.

Children must feel they are sur-
rounded by caring and supportive 
adults who will listen should they 
report abuse. They must learn 
that it is their right to say “no” to 
something that instinctively makes 
them feel at risk. These are a few in 
many strides that must be taken to 
protect the children of this region.

Finally, to better inform interna-
tional agencies working to improve 
living conditions of vulnerable chil-
dren, access to accurate informa-
tion is imperative. Only then will 
we be able to provide  
the safety and security a child 
needs to flourish in a difficult 
environment.

14-year-old Jordanian 
violinist with a big heart 
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Needing protection. Two children play with a bicycle at the Azraq 
camp for Syrian refugees in Jordan.                                                      (AP)
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“T 

he simplest acts of 
kindness are by far 
more powerful than 
a thousand heads 
bowing in prayer.” 

The saying by Mahatma Gandhi has 
inspired two Jordanian brothers 
to bring hope to underprivileged 
children through music and spread 
awareness about the role of music 
in the community.

“Music for Charity” is the idea of 
14-year-old violinist, composer and 
pianist Fadi Kidess and his brother 
George, 18, who saw an opportu-
nity to help others by sharing their 
music.

“I have this strong passion 
for music and at the same time 
bringing joy to others,” Fadi said. 
“In 2013, I saw, with my brother 
George, that we need to play and 
share the good vibes of music with 
others. We thought that is better 
than organising musical events and 
allocating their proceeds to helping 
underprivileged children.”

“It was a simple decision but re-
alising it was not easy. However, 
to our surprise, we received all the 
support we needed and this en-
couraged us to plan bigger events,” 
added Fadi, who said he started to 
play violin at the age of 4.

Three concerts have been or-
ganised under the Music for 
Charity initiative with 
more planned this year.

“Proceeds from the 
first concert went to 
the Islamic Centre and 
the Jesus Heart Soci-
ety. The second con-
cert’s proceeds went to 
the Domestic Violence De-
partment at the Social Develop-
ment Ministry and the third to  
Al Rahmah Restaurant, 
which pro-
vides 

daily meals to the poor,” Fadi said.
“This year, we will volunteer 

and play music for patients of King 
Hussein Cancer Centre for a whole 
month and will visit the elderly 
homes on Mother’s Day (March 21) 
to play a couple of pieces.”

Fadi said he misses George, who 
is studying in the United States.

“We stay in touch on daily ba-
sis and continue to discuss how to 
make better music and expand. We 
have so many ideas to share,” he 
said.

Composing original music is an-
other talent that Fadi developed 
through his passion and practice.

“I have composed three pieces 
and one song. ‘Oh Brother’ is dedi-
cated to my brother George who 
has been my role model and guide. 
The song can relate to anyone who 
loves his brother and had to be 
separated from him,” he said.

Challenges are part of doing 
good things. For Fadi, the main 
one is to keep this initiative alive.

“That requires the involvement 
of other parties. As they say, the 
more the merrier and I like to see 
the society involved in such events 
because there are many people 
who need help,” he said.

Fadi’s friends and colleagues 
support him in organising con-
certs, which, he said “is part of 
sharing responsibility towards our 
society and mainly underprivi-
leged children.”

Rana Rizqallah, the adminis-
trative manager at the National 

Music Conservatory (NMC), 
described Fadi as “a brilliant 

musician with a big heart.”
“He has the right talent and has 

always been an ‘A’ student at our 
conservatory. His initiative shows 
how big heart he has despite his 
young age. At the NMC we strong-
ly support his initiative for free,” 
Rizqallah said.

“Mohammed Othman, our direc-
tor, has been with Fadi for a long 
time as his teacher and mentor. He 
gave him a lot of support and even 
stood beside him in several con-
certs playing together. We hope to 
see more students doing the same 
thing under the name of charity.”

Fadi’s father, Ghassan, who 
played a key role in developing his 
son’s talents, said Fadi’s passion 
for music and the compassion of 
the two brothers made it happen.

“The making of a musician these 
days requires a lot of commitment 
and dedication. A huge challenge 
for the kids is to leave smartphone 
apps and PlayStation and dedi-
cate time to music. If it wasn’t for 
passion, it would have never hap-
pened,” Ghassan Kidess said.

“Parents must support their chil-
dren as much as they can. I hope 
there are more opportunities for 
the kids in Jordan such as music 
competitions, etc. Unfortunately, 
we don’t have a philharmonic or-
chestra and this was a big disap-
pointment for Fadi. It’s all about 
support for music and musicians.”

Behind his big glasses, Fadi’s 
eyes shine when he speaks about 
his father who shouldered him all 
the way and taught him that the 
secret to feeling good is giving.

“I owe everything to my fa-
ther who stood beside me even 
when I felt frustrated for not do-
ing enough or not having enough 
courage to go on and play. His ad-
vice and logic made me continue 
working for this initiative because 
I believe that music is good for the 
soul and the body too,” he said.

The more the merrier. Fadi Kidess (R) and and his brother George at a concert in Amman.  (Roufan Nahhas)

Unique talent. Fadi Kidess plays the violin at a concert organised 
by Music for Charity in Amman.                                             (Roufan Nahhas)

Three concerts have 
been organised 
under the Music for 
Charity initiative 
with more planned 
this year.
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