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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest to 
travellers in the Middle East 
and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Tizi Ouzou: 
February 24-28

The National Amazigh Film 
Festival in Tizi Ouzou, Algeria, 
showcases full-length feature 
films, documentaries, shorts 
and animation that celebrate 
Amazigh culture.

Bahrain: 
Through March 7

The Bahrain Fine Arts Ex-
hibition is an annual event 
celebrating art in Bahrain. 
Every year, the arts commu-
nity gathers to present work 
through different media. In its 
44th edition, the exhibition is 
presenting a collection of local 
and international artists resid-
ing in Bahrain.

Beirut: 
Through March 21

Al Bustan International Festival 
of Music and the Performing 
Arts is a musical celebration in 
Beirut. With an emphasis on 
chamber music, the festival 
promotes music from all over 
the world and includes orches-
tral concerts, choral music, 
puppets, opera and dance.

Amman: 
Through May

As part of Friends of Jordan 
Festivals, Al Hussein Cultural 
Centre will host a Classical 
Concerts Cycle with acts from 
Japan, France, the Czech Re-
public and other countries.

Dubai: 
Through June 30

“Amazing Dubai” is a musical 
that tells the story of Dubai as 
it grew from a small communi-
ty of Bedouins and pearl divers 
to a modern metropolis. Perfor-
mances will be at the Jumeirah 
Madinat Theatre.

Doha: 
March 6-9

The second International Kite 
Festival will take place in As-
pire Park in Doha. Professional 
kite flyers gather to compete 
in individual and team events, 
including synchronised kite 
performances and kite flying 
art displays. The festival offers 
a wide variety of activities, 
including kiting workshops.

Casablanca

A 

record number of tour-
ists flocked to Morocco 
in 2017, exceeding the 11 
million mark for the first 
time.

Approximately 11.35 million peo-
ple visited the North African coun-
try last year, 10% more than in 2016. 
French nationals topped tourist 
arrivals in Morocco last year with 
more than 1.6 million visitors.

Tourism growth was led by the 
main markets such as Germany 
(up 15%), the Netherlands and Italy 
(9%) and France and Spain (8%). 
Emerging tourist markets such 
as China (up 151%), Japan (39%) 
and Brazil (38%) recorded strong 
growth, a Tourism Ministry report 
stated.

“This significant increase in Chi-
nese tourist arrivals is due to the 
decision of King Mohammed VI to 
abolish visas for Chinese nation-
als,” said Tourism Minister Moham-
ed Sajid at the first plenary session 
of the Moroccan-Chinese Tour-
ism Cooperation Forum, which  

included the participation of more 
than 200 Chinese and Moroccan 
professionals.

“The long-term goal is to attract 
more than 1 million Chinese tour-
ists (a year),” Sajid said, adding 
that “we will put all the neces-
sary means to penetrate well this 
market, which represents the first 
tourist provider in the world.”

The minister called on Moroccan 
professionals to heed the impor-
tance of the Chinese market and 
adapt products and services to the 
needs of Chinese tourists despite 
the absence of direct air links be-
tween the two countries.

Sajid said establishing a direct 
flight between Morocco and China 
is being considered by the Moroc-
can national airline Royal Air Ma-
roc (RAM).

The volume of overnight stays 
in classified tourist accommoda-
tion establishments last year grew 
15%, compared to 2016, resulting 
in a 43% occupancy rate, which is 
3 percentage points higher than in 
2016.

Fez registered the strongest 
growth (up 39%) followed by Ouar-
zazate (7%) and Tangiers (25%). 
Some cities, such as Fez, are still 
lagging well behind Morocco’s 
main tourist destinations, such 
as Marrakech, due to unfinished 
tourist projects, a lack of entertain-
ment and limited air transport.

Hotel operators and politicians 
in Fez complain that the city is far 
behind the performance of Mar-
rakech despite a new airport ter-
minal. They called on authorities 
to allow more low-cost airlines to 
serve the city.

“It is abnormal that Fez, which 
has a new terminal, is not con-
nected with European capitals 
and African cities issuing spiritual 
tourism,” MP Allal Amraoui told 
L’Economiste.

Tourism receipts in foreign cur-
rencies reached $7.63 billion in 
2017 against $7.07 billion in 2016, 
the ministry said, calling 2017 an 
“exceptional year” after several 
years of near-stagnation.

Helping increase the number 
of tourist arrivals were a growing 
series of new routes initiated by 
low-cost airlines between Europe 
and Morocco, increased domestic 
flights by RAM and the country’s 

political stability.
Sharjah’s Air Arabia posted 29% 

growth in profit for 2017 thanks to 
its strong markets, including Mo-
rocco. The low-cost carrier said 
it expects Morocco and Egypt to 
drive growth in 2018.

“This year the good spots for us 
would be Morocco, which is go-
ing from strength to strength, and 
we’re putting more capacity on 
those lines,” Air Arabia CEO Adel 
Abdullah Ali told Bloomberg TV.

The tourism sector is Morocco’s 
second largest employer after agri-
culture and one of its main sources 
of foreign exchange, accounting 
for 10% of its wealth.

Morocco attracts 
record number 
of tourists in 2017
Saad Guerraoui

Tourists visit the Oudaya Kasbah in Rabat.                                       (AFP)

Tourists enjoy beverages on a terrace overlooking the Jemaa el-Fna square in Marrakech. (AFP)

The Oriental Desert Express train en route from Oujda to Bouarfa in north-eastern Morocco.                                         (AFP)    

Approximately 
11.35 million 
people visited the 
North African 
country last year, 
10% more than 
in 2016. 

An Asian tourist takes a selfie in front of the Hassan Tower in Rabat.                               (AFP)
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