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G 

lobal donors pledged $30 
billion for rebuilding Iraq 
during a conference host-
ed by Kuwait’s Chamber of 
Commerce. The promised 

funds, however, were significantly 
short of the Iraqi government’s target 
of $88 billion.

The International Conference for 
the Reconstruction of Iraq brought 
together 74 countries and inter-
national organisations to generate 
funds to rebuild areas devastated in 
the 3-year war against the Islamic 
State (ISIS).

Gulf Arab countries contributed 
significant sums. Saudi Arabia al-
located $1 billion in loans and $500 
million to fund Saudi exports to Iraq 
and finance projects there, state-run 
Al Iraqiya News reported.

The United Arab Emirates pledged 
$500 million and UAE Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash 
said Iraq can expect a further $5.5 bil-
lion in private UAE investments. Ku-
wait promised $1 billion in loans and  
$1 billion in direct investments. Qatar 
pledged $1 billion.

“This large assembly of interna-
tional communities that are here 
today is reflective of the large loss 
that Iraq withstood in facing ter-
rorism,” Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh  
Sabah Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah said 
at the conference. “Iraq cannot com-
mence the mission of rebuilding it-
self without support, which is why 
we are all here today from all around 
the world, to stand by Iraq’s side.”

There is apparently still bad blood 
towards Iraq, which invaded Kuwait 
in 1990, among the Kuwaiti popu-
lace. Members of the Kuwaiti oppo-
sition in parliament blamed the Iraqi 
government for the country’s eco-
nomic problems.

“The successive governments of 
Iraq have proven their failure at re-
construction and achieving prosper-
ity for their people; why are they be-
ing handed $100 billion?” wrote MP 
Safaa al-Hashem on her Twitter ac-
count, proposing that Kuwaiti inves-
tors help rebuild Iraq.

The event led to the hashtag “Iraq 

Reconstruction Conference” trend-
ing in Kuwait, with many expressing 
displeasure over  the conference tak-
ing place in the country.

“An apology to my martyred aunt, 
an apology to my martyred cousin 
Fahd, an apology to my martyred 
grandmother Ghaneema, an apol-
ogy to every martyr of the Iraqi inva-
sion… we can only say God help us 
over this government,” tweeted @
Omfedhha.

Other users blasted the govern-
ment for its donations at a time of 
economic difficulties. Twitter user 
@KHalkhamis said: “Our unwise 
government, you lift subsidies and 
impose fines and taxes… only to do-
nate our money to those who do not 
deserve it.”

Despite lingering doubts, attempts 
by Gulf Cooperation Council mem-
bers to bridge the gap with Baghdad 
have been ongoing for several years, 
particularly with regards to Saudi 
Arabia.

Efforts by Riyadh to re-engage Iraq 
started when Saudi Foreign Minister 

Adel al-Jubeir made a surprise visit in 
February 2017 to Baghdad, the first 
by a high-ranking Saudi official since 
2003. Last June, Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi met with Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in Jed-
dah.

This was followed by the devel-
opment of a coordination council to 
strengthen strategic, economic and 
security ties between the two coun-
tries.

Turkey said it would provide 
Iraq $5 billion in loans and invest-
ment. The United Kingdom said 
it would give the Iraqi govern-
ment export credit of up to $1 bil-
lion per year for a decade. Germany 
pledged approximately $617 mil-
lion and the European Union nearly  
$500 million.

Iranian representatives attended 
the conference but made no pledge 
other than to say it would support 
Iraq through the private sector. Simi-
larly, the United States stressed its 
previous aid to Iraq but added that its 
future support would not be in more 
donations but rather in encouraging 
the private sector.

“The private sector will be critical 
and promoting US business interests 
in Iraq is a top priority for the Trump 
administration,” Brett McGurk, spe-
cial US presidential envoy for the 
Global Coalition to Counter ISIS, said 
at the conference.

“Iraq’s long-term reconstruction… 

will not come from the largess of 
donations — as its own develop-
ment plans make clear — but rather 
through reforms, public and private 
investment, economic growth and 
smart financing,” said McGurk.

Despite the upbeat tone of many 
participants, observers noted mixed 
messages from the conference, es-
pecially when pledges totalled much 
less than what Iraq needed.

“Iraq needs billions of dollars to re-
build after the military defeat of the 
Islamic State but the nations expect-
ed to step up and shoulder the finan-
cial burden of reconstruction have 
sent a mixed message of support, 
leaving the final outcome in doubt,” 
wrote Rhys Dubin in Foreign Policy.

There are fears that some Gulf 
countries might not fulfil their pledg-
es should they see an increased Ira-
nian influence in Iraq.

“According to several Western dip-
lomats, Saudi Arabia in particular 
was spooked by a short-lived elec-
toral alliance between Abadi and the 
Iran-aligned head of the Badr Organi-
sation, Hadi al-Amiri,” wrote Dubin.

“Though the joint coalition dis-
solved only days after it was formed, 
some government officials in the 
United States and Saudi Arabia saw it 
as further evidence for Iran’s creep-
ing influence in the country.”

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the 
Arab Weekly’s Gulf section editor.
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W 

hy don’t Iraqis 
cut government 
spending instead 
of begging from 
international 
donors and thus 

become the target of ridicule of 
investment companies?

Many doubt the Iraqi govern-
ment’s willingness to rebuild a 
country that has been devastated 
by internal and external wars. They 
can’t comprehend the shameful and 
negligent behaviour of the various 
leaderships that has led to forsak-
ing the country’s factories, farming 
projects, universities and so on.

Everybody with an eye on Iraq 
knows of the country’s extraordi-
nary waste of public finances. It is a 
systematic and organised misuse of 
resources for which laws have been 
enacted to facilitate. The Iraqi parlia-
ment would have regular sessions to 
legitimise this waste so it would be 
naive to expect the Iraqi government 
to receive the desired funds in cash. 
Everybody knows that cash would 
be siphoned into the accounts of the 
political parties, which share among 
themselves the country’s wealth in 
accordance with the accursed quota 
system.

Donor countries empathising with 
Iraq are by no means required to 
place their donations in the hands 

of those who created Iraq’s ordeal. 
Rampant corruption in Iraq is, 
after all, an Iraqi creation even 

if its roots go back to the first year 

of the American occupation. When 
Paul Bremer scrapped the country’s 
constitution and laws, corruption 
took over daily life in Iraq.

When they recently gathered at 
the international donor conference 
on Iraq in Kuwait, representatives of 
donor countries came face-to-face 
with the very thieves who trans-
formed a wealthy country into a 
begging country. The thieves were 
asked at the conference: What have 
you done to reform Iraq’s economy 
after more than a quarter century of 
exceptional circumstances?

The new Iraq gave birth to an 
entire class of parasites who laid 
their dirty hands on its wealth 
without giving back one iota to its 
people. They are at the helm of Iraq’s 
economy protected by a government 
afraid of requesting expert help lest 
that help expose what the govern-
ment is really doing and not doing 
with public funds.

When the Dawa Party seized pow-
er in Iraq, it showered its members 
and supporters with unrealistic sala-
ries that would ignite the jealousy of 
European ministers. Under the guise 
of armed service, billions of dollars 
were siphoned into the deep pockets 
of individuals who had taken part in 
the destruction of the Iraqi state.

Those who are familiar with 
Iraq’s history know very well that 
in a country that had only known 
violent dictatorships, everybody 
was a political prisoner. When a new 
regime rose to power in Iraq, the first 

thing that regime would do was as-
sassinate its enemies. So there were 
no political prisoners in Iraq and the 
whole thing was just a corruption 
scam. Salaries given to high-ranking 
officials in the three branches of gov-
ernment would make any economist 
blush in embarrassment. Govern-
ments around the world know that 
they are dealing with self-indulgent 
members of the government in Iraq.

It is preposterous to see that kind 
of government use the disastrous 
conditions of the country it governs 
to beg for funds. The governing 
parties in Iraq are so arrogant that 
they fail to realise that, while donor 

countries are committed to helping 
the Iraqi people, they know that 
none of their donations will reach 
the needy in Iraq if those parties 
lay their hands on the funds. Not a 
single house will see the light in the 
devastated areas.

Iraqi politicians are in for a tremen-
dous shock when donor countries 
insist on economic reforms. They 
will be shocked because they will not 
be able to siphon one single cent of 
the donated funds. It is a shame that 
the country that these politicians 
looted is otherwise capable of being 
reborn without having to go through 
the humiliation of begging.

Farouk Yousef
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Lingering 
doubts. 
A Kuwaiti 
journalist 
speaks on 
his phone 
in front of 
the logo 
of the Iraq 
recons-
truction 
conference 
in Kuwait 
City, on 
February 11.
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There are fears that 
some Gulf countries 
might not fulfil their 
pledges should they see 
an increased Iranian 
influence in Iraq.

Challenging circumstances. Iraqis reconstruct a damaged 
building in the northern city of Mosul.                  (AFP)
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raq received pledges of $30 
billion, mostly in credit 
facilities and investment, 
from allies but this fell short 
of the $88 billion Baghdad 

said it needs to recover from 
three years of war.

Donors and investors gath-
ered in Kuwait to mull ways to 
rebuild Iraq’s economy and in-
frastructure as it emerges from a 
ruinous conflict with the Islamic 
State (ISIS), which seized almost 
one-third of the country before 
being beaten back.

Following is a breakdown 
of the largest pledges provid-
ed by the Kuwaiti Ministry of  
Information:

► Kuwait: A $1 billion loan 
and $1 billion in investments

► Turkey: $5 billion

► The United States: $3 billion

► Saudi Arabia: $1.5 billion

► The Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development: 
$1.5 billion

► Qatar: $1 billion

► The United Kingdom: Up 
to a $1 billion loan a year for      
ten years

► Germany: $617 million

► The United Arab Emirates:   
$500 million

► Islamic Development Bank: 
$500 million

► The European Union:  
     $494 million

► Finland: $10 million

► Malaysia: $100,000

Total: $30 billion                                              (Reuters)
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