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G 

ermany said it would 
continue to support 
Jordan as part of inter-
national efforts to fight 
the Islamic State (ISIS) 

while considering a reduction in 
the number of its soldiers stationed 
in the kingdom.

German Defence Minister Ursula 
von der Leyen made the announce-
ment during a visit to Jordan, 
which included a stop at the Azraq 
airbase where 280 German troops 
are based as part of the US-led coa-
lition’s battle against ISIS in Syria 
and Iraq.

In October, Germany redeployed 
military personnel and Tornado 
surveillance jets to Jordan after 
withdrawing them from Turkey 
amid a diplomatic dispute with An-
kara.

Jordan, which borders former 
ISIS strongholds in Syria and Iraq, 
has been a key ally in the US-led 
campaign.

Germany delivered to Jordan two 
training aircraft and military vehi-
cles worth about $22 million. The 
military equipment includes two 
training aircraft worth $6.1 million 
and 70 trucks and 56 vans worth 
$15.9 million, DW reported.

Germany spent nearly $160 mil-
lion on defence aid for Jordan last 
year, including weapons, equip-
ment and infrastructure, the Ger-
man news agency DPA said.

Von der Leyen said the equip-
ment was meant to “improve mo-
bility at the border” to support 
Jordan, which she praised as “a re-
liable and strong partner in a trou-
bled region,” Jordan’s state-run 
news agency Petra said.

“Jordan shares a 380km border 
with Syria. Violence does not stop 
at this border. It is a gateway for 
terrorists,” she said. “Germany will 
continue to stand by your side. We 

are convinced that despite tremen-
dous challenges, Jordan stands 
solid as a rock.”

ISIS has lost large areas of ter-
ritory in Syria and Iraq, raising 
questions about the future of the 
anti-ISIS mission but von der Ley-
en stressed that the fight against 
the militants would continue to en-
sure they don’t establish positions 
elsewhere. ISIS fighters “are not to 
be underestimated” and they must 
not be allowed “to retreat into safe 
havens,” she said.

The German defence minister 
met with Jordanian Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Lieutenant-

General Mahmoud Abdel Halim 
Freihat, who thanked her for Ber-
lin’s military support. “I would like 
to express [the Jordanian armed 
forces’] desire to develop the cur-
rent support programme into a 
5-year plan that will allow our re-
quirements to be phased in,” he 
said.

Von der Leyen also met with Jor-
danian King Abdullah II, discussing 
the “importance of intensifying co-
operation and coordination among 
all concerned parties, regionally 
and internationally… to address the 
threat of terrorism,” said a state-
ment by the Jordanian royal court.

Von der Leyen had to postpone 
a planned trip in November due to 
an impasse in forming a govern-
ment at home. The German minis-
ter promised the new government 
would provide troops with better 
equipment and training.

Jordan said it had foiled an ISIS 
plot or a series of attacks last No-
vember on security installations, 
shopping malls and moderate reli-
gious figures. The intelligence de-
partment arrested 17 members of 
the cell and confiscated weapons 
and explosives.

“The members of the cell had 
planned to execute several terror-
ist attacks simultaneously to desta-
bilise national security and sow 
chaos and terror among civilians,” 
a government statement said.

The statement said the cell 
planned to carry out bank robber-
ies and car thefts to help finance 
their activities. They planned to 
construct homemade explosives 
from material bought at local mar-
kets, the statement added.

In addition to fearing ISIS attacks 
within its borders, Jordan is con-
cerned that militants could infil-
trate the country from Syria.

UN agencies sent aid to the ap-
proximately 60,000 displaced Syr-
ians in the remote desert camp 
of Rukban for the first time since 
June, hoisting supplies by crane 
across the Jordan-Syria border.

Jordan sealed the border on se-
curity grounds in June 2016 after 
ISIS killed seven Jordanian border 
guards. The closure severely dis-
rupted aid shipments. Jordan said 
the crane-drop is a one-off and that 
the United Nations must supply 
Rukban from Syria.
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Considering a rollback. German Defence Minister Ursula von der 
Leyen during a handing over ceremony at Marka International 
Airport in Amman, on January 14.                                                       (AFP)

Germany handed 
over to Jordan two 
training aircraft and 
other military 
vehicles worth about 
$22 million.

Amman

J
ordan is among the 
countries that have 
suffered from terrorist 
attacks by members of 
extremist groups such as 
the Islamic State (ISIS) 
and al-Nusra Front.

In an interview with 
The Arab Weekly, Jordan’s State 
Security Court President Colonel 
Mohammad Afif highlighted the 
country’s critical role in fighting 
terrorism.

“There is a great security co-
operation between Jordan and 
other neighbouring countries and 
the world in placing all efforts in 
fighting terrorism and exchange of 
critical information,” Afif said. “Jor-
dan has approved all international 
agreements that fight terrorism.

“Jordan — as a country, king, 
government and people — refuses 
all acts of terrorism and his maj-
esty King Abdullah II has always 
stressed on the need to fight terror-
ism. The king’s words are consid-
ered as a message to all security en-
tities which work in harmony with 
the aim of fighting this criminal act 
whether internally or externally,” 
he added.

Jordan’s State Security Court 
(SSC), administered by the Jordani-
an military, handles all cases related 
to state security in addition to drug 
offences. In 2017, the SSC issued 
rulings in 14,100 terrorism and drug 
cases out of the 14,150 it received.

“There is no fixed number of 
cases,” Afif said. “The total number 
of cases brought to court over the 
past years has been on the rise, with 
a total of 4,300 cases recorded in 
2014, 9,700 in 2015 and 14,700 cases 
in 2016 and in 2017, the cases regis-
tered amounted to 14,150, marking 
a decrease of 550 cases compared to 
the previous year, after an annual 
increase trend of some 5,000 cases 
per year.”

He credited the drop in cases 

for 2017, compared to 2016, to the 
country’s security efforts.

“The great efforts by the SSC 
and the Jordan Armed Forces-Arab 
Army, especially the control over 
the borders, stopped any attempts 
and limited terrorists’ infiltration 
into the kingdom and these precau-
tionary efforts have been huge and 
effective,” Afif said.

King Abdullah has used Twitter 
to reassure Jordanians that security 
agencies are on alert and ready 
to defend the country. Jordan’s 
frontiers are guarded by people 
“who are as determined as lions 
that defend national turf,” the king 
tweeted.

The General Intelligence Depart-
ment (GID) announced it had foiled 
a major terrorist attack in late 2017 
targeting military and security fa-
cilities, commercial centres, media 
outlets and moderate religious 
scholars.

A statement by state news agency 
Petra said 17 people affiliated with 
ISIS were arrested for involvement 
in a plot to rob banks in Zarqa and 
Russeifa and steal vehicles to sell 
and buy weapons.

“The members of the cell had 
planned to carry out a number of 
terrorist attacks simultaneously to 
destabilise national security and 
sow chaos and terror among civil-
ians,” the Petra statement said.

In December 2016, four civilians 
and five police officers were killed 
in a shoot-out between assailants 
and security forces at a medieval 
castle in Kerak, a prominent tourist 
site where the gunmen had sought 
shelter. Twenty-nine people were 
hospitalised due to the attack.

For Jordan, the challenges fight-
ing terrorism remain, Afif stressed.

“International cooperation in 
terrorism cases, different regula-
tions and procedures, translation 
and pieces of evidence can be a 
challenge,” he said. “Terrorists use 
social [media] networks and all of 
the social networks are based in 
the United States and I, as a judge, 
might need to showcase any evi-
dence that was on one of the global 

social networks. I cannot ask them 
to provide details, for example, 
of a message or correspondence 
because of the privacy policies but 
internally I can do that with local 
communication companies.

“The problem is that terrorists 
use global social networks, which 
can be a challenge in case we need 
to find evidence,” Afif added.

While some companies are begin-
ning to cooperate, he said, there 
are restrictions and getting access 
to what security services seek can 
take a long time.

“These are profitable companies 
and privacy issues are very im-
portant for them in their business. 
That is why it is sometimes hard 
and this issue happens with all the 
countries in the world,” Afif said.

He stated that no one can have 
any compassion for killers and 
those who claim to be speaking in 
the name of Islam do not belong to 
Muslim communities.

“They are terrorists and killers 
and this has nothing to do with 

religion. For us, ISIS is a terrorist 
group and our stand as a kingdom 
and king is that we are against ter-
rorism,” he said.

Afif said two of the main things 
that draw people to terrorist groups 
like ISIS are money and power.

“I have read many statements 
by suspects saying that they met 
this person and he showed them 
the benefits of joining a group, for 
example, a monthly salary, women, 
weapons, cars and followers,” 
which convinced them to join, he 
said.

“Reading the suspects’ statement 
shows you that it has nothing to do 
with religion but more of having 
the power and authority to kill.”

Afif’s words come at a time when 
the SSC is having public hearings 
for 35 suspects accused of plotting 
attacks in Jordan, promoting ex-
tremist ideology and trying to join 
armed groups.

Roufan Nahhas is a journalist 
based in Jordan.
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Jordan’s Security Court chief stresses 
effectiveness of anti-terrorist measures

On alert. A Jordanian soldier takes part in “Eager Lion” military exercises near the city of Maan, last May.  
                                                                  (AFP)

“There is a 
great security 
cooperation 
between Jordan 
and other 
neighbouring 
countries and 
the world in 
placing all 
efforts in fighting 
terrorism.”
Colonel Mohammad Afif, 

president of  Jordan’s 
State Security Court
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