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for drought fallout
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Hassle-free holidays. Tourists walk down an alleyway in the Medina of Chefchaouen in northern
Morocco.
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Airbnb boosts Morocco’s
tourism but hotel
industry denounces
‘unlawful’ competition
Saad Guerraoui

Casablanca

T

he US-based online marketplace and hospitality
service Airbnb is boosting Morocco’s tourism
sector but the hotel industry has denounced what it calls
“unlawful” competition.
The company, which does
not own any lodgings, reported
that almost 300,000 tourists using its online platform visited
Morocco from September 2016 to
September 2017, the Airbnb Africa
Insight Report, published in October, said.
The country’s 21,000 active listings on Airbnb generated average
annual earnings of $1,300, bringing
in a total of $22 million in earnings
for local households, the report
said.
Airbnb, which entered the Moroccan market in 2010, makes
money by charging fees to both
guests and hosts on each rental.
Hosts are charged a flat fee of 3%
plus a value-added tax on each
booking and guests are charged
5-15% of the cost of a reservation.
“I’ve been using Airbnb since
2011 to rent my apartment. It’s
quick, hassle-free and Airbnb
charges less than real estate agencies,” said Hamza, who owns a flat
in the upscale Hivernage district in
Marrakech.
“It helped me generate muchneeded revenue when I left my job
to concentrate on setting up my
project,” he added.
Small hostels, guesthouses and
riads have switched from plat-
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forms dedicated to hotels to offer
their accommodations on Airbnb
due to its growing popularity. Marrakech, Casablanca, Essaouira and
Agadir top the list of accommodation offers in Morocco.
Morocco is Airbnb’s second-biggest market in Africa, after South
Africa, in terms of accommodation
offers.
“Airbnb allows you to live in a
home rather than a hotel room.
This is more comfortable for me
and makes me feel like I’m at home
rather than on vacation,” said
Kaptan Kaster, an American professional tennis player in Morocco
for tournaments. “It allows you to
experience the culture more. Regardless of what neighbourhood
you are staying in, Airbnb helps
you dive into the region’s culture
and interact with local neighbours.”
“It is cheaper. Usually I stay
somewhere for a week and Airbnb
gives a discount when you stay at
least a week. There was a washer/
dryer, so we got to do clothes. That
would have cost a lot at a hotel,”
he added. He did mention that the
bed was very hard.
The number of “guests” in Morocco has increased 68% compared

The company reported
that nearly 300,000
tourists using its
online platform visited
Morocco from
September 2016 to
September 2017.

to the previous year with 88% of
them saying they rented Airbnb accommodations to “live like locals,”
the report said.
The hotel industry has long complained about competition from
Airbnb, which they considered
“unlawful” because the homesharing company’s market share is
growing at the expense of hotels’
takings, which could jeopardise
businesses and the jobs they provide.
Moroccan authorities are in
touch with Airbnb to find a solution that would ensure “equity”
between competitors in the tourism sector and control the quality
of accommodations offered in Morocco.
The Ministry of Tourism said the
main principle was tax fairness
and declarations of arrivals and
overnight stays.
“We had asked the ministry to
discuss with Airbnb because this
platform competes with hoteliers
and travel agencies,” Fouzi Zemrani, vice-president of the National Confederation of Tourism, told
the weekly TelQuel.
“We are not for the closure of
Airbnb but we want them to be
subject to Moroccan norms and
rules,” he said. “Law 61-00 allows
renting rooms from hosts but it
must be declared to the police and
hotel taxes must be paid.”
Morocco could consider France’s
fiscal model, which divides hosts
into categories determined by the
level of income earned through
Airbnb.
Saad Guerraoui is a contributor
to The Arab Weekly on Maghreb
issues.

ecent rainfall in Morocco
might not be enough to
save an agricultural season at risk of drought despite nationwide prayers
for the rain.
Morocco’s GDP is forecast on the
basis the quality of the agricultural season and the 2018 harvest
may be heading towards the 2016
scenario after a near-record cereal
harvest thanks to abundant rainfall this past year.
After a lack of precipitation in
recent months, Moroccan King
Mohammed VI called for prayers
for rain to be said across the country November 24. A few days later
rain began to fall. Officials will be
watching closely to see whether
there is enough rain to bring about
a healthy harvest.
The government said Morocco’s
drought in 2016 was the worst in
three decades, cutting the country’s cereal harvest to 3.35 million
tonnes, down 70% from a record 11
million tonnes in 2015.
Agriculture accounts for more
than 15% of Morocco’s GDP and
employs 40% of the workforce.
Officials raised the customs duty
on soft wheat imports to 75% from
17.5% in 2015 to protect the local
harvest. Wheat is one of the most
important commodities in Moroccans’ daily life. An increase in cereal imports would have had a negative impact on Morocco’s trade
balance. Compared to 2015, the
trade deficit rose 19.6% to $18.4
billion in 2016, due partly to wheat
imports.
With a low rainfall or looming
drought, many farmers would
be forced to sell livestock at low
prices because there would be no
fodder.
“After two months of rain delay, drought is coming to the fore
and is putting agriculture at risk
all over the country. The spectre
of the 1990s hovers over Morocco,
when the kingdom recorded one
year of drought out of two,” said
analyst El Mehdi Fakir.
“A year of drought would affect
the cereal crop, which occupies a
prominent place in the country’s
agriculture, affects growth and has
social repercussions on the rural
world,” he warned.

The rain delay has affected the
filling rate of dams with water reserves at agricultural dams reaching a critical stage, statistics issued by the Water Basin Agency
indicate.
Agriculture experts said that
even full-capacity dams would not
solve the irrigation issue as 85% of
the country’s agricultural land receives moisture only from rain.
“The Moroccan economy is
largely dependent on the rainfall.
When one draws up the curve
of the precipitation, that of the
agricultural GDP and that of the
national GDP, there is an almost
perfect correlation between the
three,” said Fakir.
The
Agriculture
Ministry
launched the Plan Maroc Vert
(Green Morocco Plan) in 2008 to
spur socio-economic development through agriculture by maximising production from modern
large-scale farms through the promotion of agribusiness and investment while reducing poverty and
hunger by supporting small-scale
farmers in marginal areas.
Economist Najib Akesbi criticised the ministry’s strategy for
favouring export and industrial
crops at the expense of cereals and
vegetables heavily consumed by
Moroccans.

Agriculture accounts
for more than 15% of
Morocco’s GDP and
employs 40% of the
workforce.

“Significant financial resources
were concentrated on limited surfaces ensuring the development
of a small production intended for
specific categories or social classes,” Akesbi told TelQuel magazine.
Fakir echoed Akesbi’s criticism,
saying: “In recent years, the emphasis has been on intensive agriculture and export, which concerns only a minority of farmers,
while national food security, especially in times of drought, is paramount.”
In the event of an unfavourable
change in the crop year, Fakir said
the government should develop
an effective programme to mitigate the effects of the drought.

Crying for help. Moroccan children head to the Great Mosque of Sale
to pray for rain, last November.
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