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E 

gypt is trying to carve a 
niche on the Arab eques-
trian stage by starting 
what the government 
describes as the largest 

horse farm complex in the Arab 
Middle East.

The farm would be attached to an 
international equestrian city that 
would feature luxury hotels and 
horse racing arenas as well stables, 
breeding research facilities, a riding 
academy and a veterinarian hospi-
tal, the government said.

“We have a plan to strongly en-
ter the horse-breeding field and 
turn it into a national activity,” said 
Hamed Abdel Dayem, a spokesman 
of the Agriculture Ministry, which 
will oversee the project. “Egypt has 
whatever it takes to be an interna-
tional hub for equestrian activities.”

The plan to establish the com-
plex comes as the country works 
to diversify its tourist offerings. 
Another of the new attractions in-
cludes reviving the biblical journey 
of Joseph, Mary and Jesus.

The horse farm project has been 
endorsed by Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who has said 
horse breeding and equestrian ac-
tivities can, within a few years, 
become an important source of na-
tional income.

Studies by the Agriculture Min-
istry project revenues from the 
planned equestrian city and horse 
farm to reach $12 billion a year af-
ter the expected completion of the 
project in 2020.

“We also have an export-oriented 
horse-breeding plan that will bring 
in a lot of money, too,” Abdel Day-
em said.

The Agriculture Ministry has 
settled on 6th of October city, a 
sprawling urban community north-
east of Cairo, as the location for the 
project. It is to be constructed on 
more than 400 hectares and 472 
top-calibre Arabian horses are to be 

moved to the farm after its comple-
tion.

The different parts of the inter-
national equestrian city would be 
interconnected with an aerial lift 
system to ease movement between 
sections and give visitors a bird’s-
eye view of equestrian activities.

There is enthusiasm for the pro-
ject among horse-breeding special-
ists who say Egypt has expertise 
capable of turning horse breeding 
and development into a viable pro-
gramme.

“This project is very long over-

due,” said Salah al-Guindy, an ag-
ricultural economics professor at 
Mansoura University. “It will re-
flect very positively on the national 
economy.”

Egypt appears to be trying to 
match experiences of other Arab 
countries, including the United 
Arab Emirates, a pioneer in horse 
breeding and equestrian activities.

Egypt established its first horse 
farm in southern Cairo in 1928. The 
farm was a mecca for the ruling and 
business elite decades ago but has 
since fallen into total decay.

Horse breeding and racing would 
be a strong boost to the tourism sec-
tor, said Bassem Halaqa, head of 
Egypt’s Tour Guides Union.

“By entering this field, Egypt will 
attract a different category of tour-
ists, namely horse lovers. This cate-
gory is mainly made up of moneyed 
tourists who are ready to spend a lot 
to practise their equestrian hobbies, 
which translates into good income.”

Halaqa pointed out that Egyptian 
officials would need to enact laws 
regarding betting on horse racing 
because the area is unregulated.
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Egypt plans to become an 
international equestrian hub

Strong boost. An Egyptian man washes horses on the outskirts of Cairo.                                                                                                                   (Reuters)

Egypt appears to be 
trying to match 
experiences of other 
Arab countries, 
including the United 
Arab Emirates, a 
pioneer in horse 
breeding and 
equestrian activities.
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lgeria’s generous wel-
fare spending and rela-
tive stability after years 
of civil tumult have 
spurred rapid popula-

tion growth, analysts said, putting 
it on track to surpass France in the 
number of citizens.

The state-run National Statis-
tics Office said the population has 
grown 2.2% annually over the past 
three years, adding an estimated 
1 million inhabitants each year. In 
January 2017, Algeria’s popu lation 
was 41.3 million, the office report-
ed, and the number was predicted 
to swell to 51 million by 2030.

“At first sight, Algeria consti-
tutes a world singularity because 
it stands as an exception in demo-
graphic transition (because of its) 
shift to low birth and death rates 
from higher ones,” said Laurent 
Chalard, a fellow at the European 
Centre for International Affairs 

think-tank.
“The continuation of such sus-

tained population growth will like-
ly make Algeria’s population higher 
than France’s with time,” said Cha-
lard.

France has seen population in-
creases of 1 million over the latest 
three years, making it the most rap-
idly growing population in Europe, 
official data stated. It had a popula-
tion of 67 million in January 2017.

While Algeria’s population 
growth is similar to many countries 
in the MENA region, it has a unique 
trajectory.

Algeria experienced a sharp de-
cline in population in the late 1990s, 
with the average fertility rate drop-
ping from 4.5 children per woman 
in 1990 to 2.4 in 2000, said Chalard 
in comments carried by the Algerian 
website TSA. “That began steadily 
rising to reach the rate of 3.1 chil-
dren per woman in 2015.”

“Such an evolution… is not ob-
served anywhere else in the world, 
except in the particular case of Is-
rael,” added Chalard, who said the 
factors behind the trend were the 
end of Algeria’s decade-long civil 
war followed by high social spend-
ing.

“Once the civil war was over (the 
birth rate changed)” and “families 
who had put off having children 
started expanding again,” he said.

“The high spending of oil reve-
nues allowed families to secure the 
minimum to spend in necessities 

and have no incentive to cut births.”
Algeria has taken in approximate-

ly $1 trillion from oil and gas exports 
since President Abdelaziz Boutefli-
ka took office in 1999, government 
figures indicate.

That has coincided with a steady 
rise in the country’s population, 
which totalled 11.6 million in 1962, 
the year of Algerian independence.

Chalard and Algerian experts said 
Algeria’s rising numbers could al-
low for it to more effectively utilise 
its comparative advantage in oil and 
mineral wealth. Algeria could also 
aim to leverage its human capital 
to assume a more prominent role in 

regional affairs.
Global Firepower, an index that 

ranks military power, says Algeria 
has Africa’s second most powerful 
army. The US Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) ranked Algeria eighth 
in terms of percentage of GDP spent 
on the military.

However, a rapid population 
spike could exacerbate social ten-
sions, including unemployment 
and a chronic housing shortage, 
analysts said. The housing problem 
gives particular cause for concern.

Research by Professor Tahar Bel-
lal of Algeria’s Setif Univer sity, in-
dicated the country is estimated to 

need an additional 2 million hous-
ing units by 2025, despite a $65 
billion government housing pro-
gramme that ends in 2019.

The shortage has been a major 
obstacle for young people looking 
to marry and has led to reports of 
younger men living in overcrowded 
homes who wait for their siblings to 
wake up for work so that they can 
have a place to sleep.

Zahia Ouadah-Bedidi, who stud-
ies demographic changes in Alge ria, 
said: “Unable to marry, they (young 
Algerians) are suffocated by the so-
cial norms and taboos that forbid 
any sexual relations outside mar-
riage.”

The overall effects of Algeria’s 
demographic trends remains to be 
seen but, if not managed properly, 
they could contribute to popular 
disillusionment, as evidenced by 
low voter turnout in May and No-
vember.

“When you say excessive num-
ber of young people, you say also 
revolutionary instincts at the entry 
of adult age,” said Chalard. “If the 
economic and social situation of Al-
geria fails to meet the expectations 
of younger generations, the 2030s 
could be rough if Algeria does not 
take off economically by then.”

In the 1960s, Algeria followed 
Chi na and the former Soviet Un-
ion in advocating rapid population 
growth, ignoring the view that pop-
ulation control is a precondition for 
balanced development.
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Algeria’s population growth could generate social pressures

Uncertain future. Boys play football in Algiers.                          (Reuters)

A rapid population 
spike could 
exacerbate social 
tensions, including 
unemployment and 
the chronic housing 
shortage.
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