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T 

housands of young peo-
ple crowded the streets 
of Algiers in a desperate 
attempt to gain entry to 
the French Institute to 

take a French language exam.
The exam, a requirement for stu-

dents applying to French universi-
ties in France, Belgium and Cana-
da, is usually scheduled online but 
many students were unable to sign 
up this year because the institute’s 
website crashed.

Some were so determined to re-
serve a spot for the exam that they 
slept overnight in front of the in-
stitute. October 29, the morning 
of the exam, images of desperate 
students packing the streets went 
viral.

The scene was deeply embar-
rassing for the government. Some 
officials, however, called the gath-
ering a “conspiracy” to stain Alge-
ria’s image on the eve of celebra-
tions for its war of liberation.

“There is no coincidence in this 
affair of the students and even if 
there were a coincidence it was 
taken advantage of,” said Sed-
dik Chiheb, spokesman of the  
National Democratic Rally, which 
is led by Prime Minister Ahmed 
Ouyahia. “This was staged to put 
more pressure on the government 
and undermine the image of Alge-
ria ahead of the 63rd anniversary of 

the Liberation War.”
The French Institute said there 

was such a large demand to take en-
trance exams that the sheer num-
ber of visitors crashed the website. 
There were “700,000 connections 
per day to [reserve a place] and 
sometimes 70,000 connections at 
the same time,” the institute said in 
a statement. “The web-based plat-
form was completely saturated… 
We are surprised by the surge of 
candidates to take the test.”

The institute extended the exam 
period to November 9 to accom-
modate the large number of appli-
cants.

Zine al Abidine, an Algerian who 
lives abroad, wrote on social media 
that the French Institute was not 
at fault for the large crowd, which 
gathered just before the November 
1 war commemorations.

“Shame on the regime that 
failed to give a decent life for the 
Algerians at home,” he said. “The 
numbers… of skilled and educated 
Algerians who left the country are 
frightening. These represent the 
future of the country. That means 
we lost that future many times.”

In an interview with local media, 
French Institute Director Alexis 
Andres noted that the number of 
visas was increasing.

“In 2016, we granted more than 
7,000 visas for students,” he said. 
“This year we will accord 8,500 
visas. For next year, I cannot say 
how many visas we will deliver. 
The demand is in indeed huge. 
Studies in France are very popular 
and attractive.”

About 23,000 Algerian students 
are enrolled in French universities 
making up 8% of France’s foreign 
students.

Analysts said the trend raises 
important questions about Alge-
ria’s development policies, par-
ticularly regarding the education 
system that enrolls more than 10 
million students, including 1.5 mil-
lion in universities.

Many expressed concern that 

Algeria’s large number of its best 
students were leaving to study 
abroad, leaving the country with-
out its top resources to build a bet-
ter future.

“The problem of young Algeri-
ans throwing themselves into the 
sea of French culture is less dan-
gerous than less fortunate youth 
crowding rickety boats and risk-
ing their lives to reach Europe, 
namely France,” wrote Said Okba, 
a leading commentator for Alge-
ria’s main Arabic language daily, el 
Khabar.

“The solution is to reform and 
improve the education system and 
the ways students learn a language 
and other subjects but, in Algeria, 
the degradation is not just in the 
ways of learning French. There is a 
widespread degradation damaging 
all fields from medicine to technol-
ogy to the value of the dinar to the 
diplomacy,” he added.

El Khabar wrote in another 
commentary that “the scene of 
students summarised the frustra-
tions and widespread disappoint-
ment about the situation in the 
country with no glimmer of hope 
about the future. The government 
is talking about the ‘flow of foreign 
investment.’ If that is true, why 
are youth leaving the country en 
masse, whether legally on visas or 
illegally by boats?”

Political analyst Mustapha Ham-
mouche said: “Political leaders 
and the top government bureau-
crats often boast about sending  
their children to Europe or North 
America to study and live, setting 
the trend for the rest of the coun-
try.

A study by the University of 
Science and Technology Houari 
Boumediene, Algeria’s larg-
est university, said that the ef-
fect of top students going 
abroad caused Algeria to lose 
the equivalent of $40 billion  
from 2014-16, including 13,500 
doctors, most of whom settled  
in France.
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Frustration. A file picture shows young men holding their passports in front of the ticketing office of 
Algerian airline Air Algérie in the capital Algiers.       (Reuters)

Youth’s rush to French 
language exam has Algerian 
authorities on defensive
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A 

bout 2.7 million young 
Moroccans constitute 
a “time bomb” to secu-
rity in the North African 
kingdom, a study by an 

independent think-tank warned.
Titled “Young People, Marginali-

ties and Violence,” the study by the 
Rabat Social Studies Institute (RSSI) 
in collaboration with the Heinrich 
Boll Foundation said many young 
people who commit acts of vio-
lence have been victims of physical 
or psychological violence within 
their families, schools or society.

The study, carried out in 2015-16, 
was led by 11 researchers and in-
volved 22 focus groups totalling 220 
people aged 18-30 in seven regions 
in Morocco.

RSSI President Saloua Zerhouni 
said life in Morocco for much of the 
younger generation was a cause for 
alarm. The World Bank said nearly 
2.7 million Moroccans aged 15-29 
are labelled NEET — not in educa-
tion, employment or training.

“These young people are a time 
bomb that can explode at any time 
in the face of the Moroccan govern-
ment,” said Zerhouni, who is also 
a political science professor at the 
Mohammed V University Faculty of 
Law in Rabat.

“Even those we interviewed and 
who are still in education don’t feel 
that they are included in the social, 
economic and political spheres in 
Morocco because they think that 
the educational system doesn’t al-
low them to integrate either the so-
cial or economic life,” she said.

The study gave a broad defini-
tion of violence due to its complex 
aspect.

“The majority of the youth think 
that violence is multidimensional 
because it could be a direct vio-
lence, which means a physical or 
psychological violence; a structural 
violence related to social inequali-
ties; or a cultural violence, which 
means a state legitimisation of 
youth exclusion,” explained Zer-
houni.

Ilyas, 22, is representative of the 
people in the study. He said his fa-
ther forced him to leave school at 
the age 14.

“I wish I could have studied fur-
ther but my father used to come 
home drunk almost every night and 
beat me. I did drugs. I was part of a 
gang but couldn’t keep up with this 
low life,” said Ilyas.

“It took me time to realise that vi-
olence will take me nowhere. I de-
cided to look for a decent job but it 
was impossible,” added Ilyas, who 

works in maintenance at a sports 
club in Casablanca.

The inequalities in treatment be-
tween social classes and the lack 
of respect towards them in public 
spaces were denounced by the fo-
cus groups as a form of psychologi-
cal violence.

“When young people encoun-
ter violence at home, schools, in 
their neighbourhoods and in pub-
lic space, they know very well that 
the only way to prove themselves 
in society is through violence,”  
Mohcine Benzakour, a professor 
of social psychology at Chouaib 
Doukkali University of El Jadida, 
said during a television programme 
aired October 11 titled “The 
Youth: Between Marginalisation  
and Violence.” Zerhouni was also 
on the programme to discuss the 
study.

Benzakour warned that a lack of 
a sound integration strategy would 
push young people to drug con-
sumption or religious extremism, 
which could have grave conse-
quences for the country.

The study concluded that the 
state must provide quality educa-
tion for youth, the necessary infra-
structure to fulfil their dreams and 
aspirations and invest in them with 
sound policies.

“Tackling youth’s violence with 
a security approach by impris-
oning them is not the solution  
because it will constitute a  
burden on the state’s coffers,” said 
Zerhouni.

“We need to act on what really 
causes violence. There should be 
more public policies with solid ac-
tion plans to help reduce violence 
and exclusion among the youth.”
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Study warns of 
potential for youth 
violence in Morocco

Meet the neet in Casablanca. Homeless boys fight with each other 
amid inaction from people to intervene.                             (Saad Guerraoui)

We need to act 
on what really 
causes violence.

RSSI President 
Saloua Zerhouni

Algerian students are 
enrolled in French 
universities making up 
8% of France’s foreign 
students.

About 23,000


