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see “all the news that is fit to post” 
about Turkey.

TAW: Ahval is online…
YB: It is. We will have three 

languages in separate sections and 
slightly separate content. As much 
as in English, we are aiming at 
informing the Turkish public. No 
issue is taboo for us but we are not 
one of those “opposition” outlets.

The words journalism and oppo-
sition do not fit together. That one 
applies to partisan press. Journal-
ism exists as long as it is critical, 
that is the keyword. It is about 
treating all the power structures 
critically and writing. We will look 

at all the issues with a critical eye 
and report and comment accord-
ingly.

Our objective is to understand 
this extremely complicated, eva-
sive country and tell it like it is. In 
the age of hostile treatment of jour-
nalists and fake news and character 
assassinations, with Turkey as the 
epicentre of the ordeal, ours will be 
a tough job. We will cover politics, 
economy, culture and social up-
heaval with the same attitude.

TAW: Turkey is a poisoned 
environment, with a witch hunt, 
labelling, suspicion and conspiracy 
theories…

YB: In many ways, it is like McCa-
rthy era in the United States. People 
forgot to appreciate professional-
ism and became obsessed with 
labelling each other. Turkey on all 
levels is eclipsed by “us and them.”

It is possible we will be targeted 
as terrorists, criminals or enemies 
of some sort but we know one 
thing: It is what we do and not who 
people imagine we are that matters.

The key component in journal-
ism is honesty and devotion to 
facts. My core team of editors and 
I believe in one thing: The need to 

inform people and not deceive 
them with lies or propaganda. 
Truth and nothing but the 
truth matters. The audience 
appreciates that in the long 

run.
Much of Turkish media are 

rotten, some parts deeply corrupt. 
We must keep reminding that there 
are journalists at home and outside 
who are not.

If Ahval’s readers feel they are 
honestly informed and opened 
every day to a diversity of, even 
opposite viewpoints about Turkey, 
we will only feel content. What Jo-
seph Pulitzer said more than a 100 
years ago applies still in the inter-
net age: “Put it before them briefly 
so they will read it, clearly so they 
will appreciate it, picturesquely 
so they will remember it, and 
above all, accurately so they will 
be guided by its light.” Ahval will, 
with an extremely reader-friendly 
format, cover all of Turkey, as 
lucidly as possible.

At Ahval, democracy is at the 
very core of our values. We un-
conditionally commit, therefore, 
to freedom of expression and 
editorial independence in what we 
report and comment. It is what we 
stand for.

We shall abide by our strict code 
of ethics and staunchly defend the 
honour of our profession. We are 
not the mouthpiece of any interest 
group nor are we part of any activ-
ist movement. ”Nothing but the 
truth” is our motto.

For the Ahval team, unfettered 
access to information for our 
readers, in Turkey and around 
the world, is sacred. At a time of 
unprecedented pressure on the 
media in Turkey and growing 
challenges elsewhere, we pledge 
to cover events accurately, fairly, 
impartially; with honesty, balance 
and diversity; enhancing faith and 
confidence in ourselves and the 
industry as a whole.

Our respect for the public’s 
right to be informed will remain 
unmoved.

To achieve our goals, we rely on 
the unique talents of our contribu-
tors, journalists and editors. They 
will tell stories, scrutinise the 
structures of power and explain 
the events that shape our world in 
their broader context.

In these troubled times, the 
intrusion of fake news threatens 
the democratic order and whips 
up radicalisation. Facts, an es-
sential component of freedom and 
knowledge, have become wounded 
bystanders or collateral damage in 
an increasingly conflicted world. 
We need, therefore, to share the 
facts and analyse them rationally.

At all times, we will seek to pro-
mote transparency and knowledge, 
uncovering the thoughts behind 
the actions and the truth behind 
the spin.

Journalists and commentators 
are never beyond criticism. There-
fore, we will always maintain the 
highest standards. We will be ac-
countable. Therefore, we welcome 
contributions from all our readers 
and will correct any inaccuracies 
fully and promptly.
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hen Turkish Prime 
Minister Binali Yildi-
rim arrives for meet-
ings with US officials 
in Washington, he is 

likely to find a mountain of bilateral 
problems blocking the path to a quick 
normalisation of the strained ties be-
tween the two NATO partners.

“What held the two together were 
common interests,” said Gonul Tol, 
director of the Centre for Turkish 
Studies at the Middle East Institute in 
Washington. “Now there are diverging 
interests.”

Turkey and the United States still 
describe themselves as strategic allies 
in official statements but the reality is 
different, Tol said. “Nobody is talking 
about that anymore. People in DC see 
Turkey as a problem to be dealt with,” 
she said.

Yildirim was scheduled to visit the 
United States in early November for 
talks in Washington and New York. 
The Turkish prime minister was to 
meet with US Vice-President Mike 
Pence and other officials.

Bilateral relations have been in cri-
sis mode for months, even though US 
President Donald Trump, in a meet-
ing with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan in September in New 
York, declared that Turkey and United 
States were “as close as we’ve ever 
been.”

The latest eruption came after Turk-
ish prosecutors had a Turkish em-
ployee of the US Consulate in Istanbul 
arrested on charges of colluding with 
the movement of Fethullah Gulen, a 
US-based Islamic cleric accused by Er-
dogan of being the mastermind of last 
year’s coup attempt in Turkey.

As a response, the United States 
stopped visa services for Turkish 
citizens in the country. Ankara an-
swered with a similar move against 
US citizens. A senior Western diplo-
mat in Washington described the US 
visa action against Turkey as a drastic 
sign of discontent and a “rather sharp 
weapon.”

Solving the visa crisis was likely 
to be high on Yildirim’s agenda in 
Washington. The Turkish Hurriyet 
newspaper reported there might be a 
chance to move things forward during 
his visit. It remains unclear, however, 
whether Turkey would be prepared to 
release the US consular employee, as 

demanded by Washington.
Even if both sides make progress on 

the visa front, a multitude of other is-
sues remain. One is Turkey’s extradi-
tion request for Gulen. US officials say 
there is not enough evidence to prove 
Gulen’s alleged role in the coup.

Also, the United States is calling for 
the release of Andrew Brunson, an 
American pastor arrested in Turkey 
last year. Pence, a pious Christian, 
is taking a personal interest in the 
Brunson case and is expected to press 
Yildirim on it. Erdogan has suggested 
a swap of Gulen for Brunson, an idea 
rejected by the Trump administration.

Erdogan has complained bitterly 
about an investigation by New York 
prosecutors against Reza Zarrab, a 
Turkish-Iranian gold trader charged 
with violating US sanctions against 
Iran.

Zarrab is a key figure in a 2013 cor-
ruption scandal in Turkey that in-
volved members of the Erdogan gov-
ernment and his family. Erdogan has 
called the charges against Zarrab a 
step against the Turkish state and has 
accused US officials of trying to turn 
Zarrab into an informant. Zarrab is to 
go on trial November 27 amid specula-
tion that he might make a wide-rang-
ing confession — possibly implicating 

people close to Erdogan — as part of a 
plea bargain.

A long-running dispute between 
Ankara and Washington over US sup-
port for a Kurdish militia in Syria re-
mains unresolved. Washington views 
the Kurdish forces as vital allies in the 
fight against the Islamic State (ISIS) 
but they are rejected as a terrorist 
group by Turkey. Yildirim is unlikely 
to make headway on the issue.

As bilateral problems pile up, pres-
sure is building in the United States 
for tougher steps against Erdogan’s 
government, which has overseen 
mass arrests of members of the op-
position, academia and the media fol-
lowing the 2016 coup attempt. Ankara 
has also been accused of seeking a 
rapprochement with Iran and Russia.  
Stephen Bannon, Trump’s former 
chief strategist and an important voice 
of the right wing in US politics, told 
the Saudi newspaper Asharq Al-Awsat 
that “Turkey is the biggest danger” 
for the United States, more dangerous 
even than Iran.

Bannon is not the only prominent 
member of the US political scene 
sending out warnings that Turkey is 
a growing problem. “Over the past 
several years, Erdogan and his allies 
have corroded Turkey’s democracy 

by mounting an assault on the rule of 
law, using sweeping state of emergen-
cy authorities to stifle fundamental 
rights including free speech, under-
mining the independence of the judi-
ciary and quashing any expressions of 
opposition,” 14 US senators from both 
parties said in a letter to Trump in Oc-
tober.

The lawmakers, who expressed out-
rage over violence by Erdogan’s body-
guards during the Turkish president’s 
visit to Washington in May, called on 
Trump “to send a clear message to 
President Erdogan.”

The anti-Turkish mood in Wash-
ington means Trump is unlikely to do 
much to please Erdogan in the various 
areas of disagreement, Tol said. “He 
won’t use his political capital to save 
Erdogan,” she said about the US presi-
dent.

Compromises are difficult because 
some of the open issues, such as the 
Gulen case or the Zarrab charges, were 
“existential” questions for the Turkish 
leader, she added. “Normally I try to 
be optimistic,” Tol said, “but this time 
it’s difficult.”

Thomas Seibert is a 
Washington correspondent 
for The Arab Weekly.
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T 
urkey remains, for 
many reasons, a 
focal point of the 
world. In the past 
five years, it has 
been dragged into 
a deepening crisis, 
which was further 

complicated after a botched coup 
attempt in 2016. It is a country 
under strict emergency rule, 
which has led to the jailing of 
nearly 70,000 people.

The most troubled part is 
journalism. Turkish media are 
more than 90% controlled by the 
Erdogan government and there are 
nearly 180 journalists in prison. 
The victims of these oppressive 
measures are without a doubt the 
Turkish people, whose constitu-
tional right to be informed is under 
severe pressure.

Turkey’s journalists are tough 
professionals, however. While 
some struggle for freedom in 
tiny outlets at home, others have 
established serious journalistic 
platforms abroad.

Ahval (www.ahvalnews.com), 
a new information website, aims 
high in this troubled domain. 
Launched November 1, Ahval seeks 
to provide high-quality news analy-
sis, investigative stories, in-depth 
reports and expert commentary, 
targeting audiences worldwide. It 
provides content in Turkish, Eng-
lish and Arabic.

Yavuz Baydar, a European Press 
Prize laureate with 40 years of 
experience in journalism, leads 
Ahval’s team of editors. Baydar 
responded to questions from The 
Arab Weekly.

TAW: Under the circumstances 
of demonisation of journalists in 
Turkey, some would call this a 
daredevil act. Would you agree?

YB: True, it is a challenge be-
cause we have to battle against a 
power that is keen on controlling 
all information about Turkey inside 
and out. The paradox is that we 

have lived under some democratic 
forms in that country since 1946. 
The notion of democracy is in our 
backbones and we are reminded, 
on a daily basis, that we have to in-
form the domestic and internation-
al public about Turkey’s extremely 
interesting, baffling story.

In countless aspects, Turkey is 
far too important to ignore. That’s 
why it is our duty to cover its 
adventures and report them. My 
team and I are in Ahval only for the 
thrill of good journalism. We love 
it because it is filled with stories 
waiting to be told.

TAW: How did this project come 
about?

YB: I left Turkey soon after the 
coup attempt. The putschists 
delivered a deadly blow to the 
country, yet all segments of the 
society somehow contributed to 
this dreadful downfall. I reported 
on the months after the coup, 
which led to a nightmare for those 
whose common denominator was 
to disagree with the way President 
[Recep Tayyip] Erdogan ruled the 
country. For more than a year I 
wrote for the Suddeutsche Zei-
tung and other outlets, such as 
the Guardian.

As of late last spring, I felt 
deeply disillusioned with the way 
people simply became hypnotised 
by the immense power propa-
ganda. It made me sad to see how 
fragile and divided we independent 
journalists were. I was about to quit 
journalism altogether when I was 
persuaded by some independent 
media publishers from Gibraltar, 
Ahvalnews Ltd, to stay in the game.

My prime concern was that 
we would be free of activism or 
political affiliation; that our only 
activism would be for journal-
ism and free expression. There 
was no doubt that international 
audiences were left in a vacuum 
because of no credible outlet in 
English. The current ones either 
suffer from fierce self-censorship 
or they conduct Pravda-like official 
propaganda. The world needs a 
cool-headed, critical and rational 
information source and that’s 
where Ahval came in. In it you will 

I n t e r v i e w

The Arab Weekly staff

“We unconditionally 
commit, therefore, 
to freedom 
of expression 
and editorial 
independence in 
what we report and 
comment.”

Yavuz Baydar, 
Ahval editor-in-chief

www.ahvalnews.com


