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A 

Belgian parliamen-
tarian, speaking at a 
roundtable forum at 
the European Com-
mission office in Ma-

drid, accused Qatar of allocat-
ing millions of dollars to Muslim 
Brotherhood activities in Europe.

Citing “European financial and 
security reports,” Koen Metsu, 
a member of the Belgian parlia-
ment and president of the Bel-
gian Temporary Parliamentary 
Committee for the Fight Against 
Terrorism, asserted that Qatar 
has for a decade financially sup-
ported the Muslim Brotherhood 
in France, the United Kingdom, 
Italy and Denmark, with more 
than $175 million. Qatar was said 
to have also provided “ideologi-
cal support.”

Metsu said any discussion on 
terrorist financing would not be 
reasonable if the role of the Qa-
tari funds in supporting Muslim 
Brotherhood-affiliated organisa-
tions was not examined.

“The world has entered a stage 
of cheap terrorism in which 
anybody can get hold of a kitch-
en knife and use it for stupid 
acts,” he said at the “Financing  
Terrorist Groups in Europe:  
Purposes, Results and Future” 
forum, which was hosted by the 
European Press Association for 
the Arab World.

“The problem of financing is no 
longer limited to these extremist 
acts but extends to financing ex-
tremist ideas and that’s the battle 
we have to win,” Metsu said.

Participants at the forum re-
flected a heightened understand-
ing in Europe of the objectives 
of Islamist groups to control the 
Muslim communities in Europe 
and use them for political gain.

They pointed out the need to 
eradicate terrorist groups in Eu-
rope by targeting their financing. 
Extremist organisations survive 
on donations from foreign coun-
tries and charities and on reve-
nues generated by drug sales and 
money laundering.

French MP Jacques Myard, a 
former member of the French Na-
tional Assembly’s International 
Affairs Committee, said: “Terror-
ism started with the emergence 
of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt.”

He said French intelligence ser-
vices assembled a list of 30,000 
names of radicalised individuals 
who could potentially turn into 
terrorists.

Myard added: “Europeans end-
ed up having a big problem with 
the Americans regarding [the Is-
lamic State] using the internet to 
advertise because the Americans 
refuse to amend laws so as to 
make it possible for courts to go 
after social media companies like 

Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp 
and others if they fail to curb this 
advertisement.”

Some forum participants con-
tended that the European effort 
has not focused enough on ter-
rorism financing. European secu-
rity agencies often focus on side 
activities, such as drug dealing 
and money laundering, and ig-
nore the lion’s share of financ-
ing Islamist groups, namely big 
donations from some countries, 
they argued.

Metsu told The Arab Weekly 
that Doha was trying “to use 
Muslim Brotherhood groups 
in Europe as its own pressure 
groups to increase its power and 
influence among the Arab and 
Muslim communities and also to 
influence decision-makers in po-
litical and academic circles.”

“Security and financial re-
ports in Europe show the Muslim 
Brotherhood controls many of 
the Islamic organisations that are 
supposed to defend Muslim com-
munities,” Metsu noted.

Karim Ifrak, a founding mem-
ber of the Federation of Muslim 
Republicans in France, said that 
in the eyes of French legislation, 
Islamist financial backers “were 
not donating money to support 
terrorists because, in the end, 
they were supporting Muslim 
citizens. The Islamists have obvi-
ously abused the system.”

“There are certain Gulf and 
Arab countries (that) have finally 
realised that, by backing extrem-
ist Islamists, they were, in fact, 
on the wrong path. Qatar is not 
among these countries. It contin-
ues to protect Yusuf al-Qaradawi 
(head of the International Union 
of Muslim Scholars) and to send 
money to the Muslim Brothers,” 
Ifrak said.

“We are willing to help Qatar 
come to its senses if it so desires,” 
he added.

Metsu, citing undisclosed Eu-
ropean statistical data, said: 
“Qatar Charity is one of the main 
supporters of Islamic groups in 
Europe, donating money to 60% 
of Islamic institutions, includ-
ing charities, relief programmes, 
Quranic schools and mosques.”

Mohamed Ahsissene, secre-
tary-general of the Communica-
tion Commission of the Socialists 
Party of Catalonia, pointed out 
that “many European govern-
ments refuse to finance mosques 
and are tough about authorising 
them and this creates a crack 
through which foreign powers 
can present themselves as pa-
trons of mosques in Europe.”

Ahsissene said such a situa-
tion presents an opportunity for 
Islamist groups to launch long-
term “blackmailing operations.”

“These groups get funds for a 
specific goal, which is usually to 
finish building a mosque, but the 
construction may take 20 years to 
finish,” he said.

Islamist agendas have often 
been suspected of being a fac-
tor in preventing many Muslims 
from blending in European so-
cieties and while Islamists have 
always blamed European govern-
ments for not helping Muslims 
assimilate, Ahsissene challenged 
Muslims to stop complaining.  
“The doors are open to Muslims 
to become part of the society,” he 
said.

Jomai Guesmi is a Tunisian 
writer.
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egional and internation-
al efforts to resolve the 
Qatar crisis are appar-
ently faltering, judging 
from assessments from 

Kuwait and the United States on 
the likelihood of ending the dis-
pute.

Speaking during a national as-
sembly meeting on October 24, 
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Sabah Ah-
mad al-Jaber al-Sabah warned that 
“more complications” could arise 
from the dispute if it continues on 
its current trajectory.

“The crisis could see more com-
plications that will have a negative 
effect regionally and internation-
ally and can harm Gulf nations and 
their people,” Sheikh Sabah said, 
adding that this represented an 
open invitation for regional and 
international interventions and 
conflicts.

Sheikh Sabah, who has been 
trying to mediate a resolution to 
the dispute for several months, 
said the crisis could bring about 
an end to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), a six-country 
political and economic alliance 
formed in 1981. The GCC’s annual 
meeting, scheduled for December, 
apparently will be postponed until 
next year.

“The collapse of the GCC means 
the disintegration of the last 
strongholds of Arab cooperation,” 
he said.

A side effect of the dispute has 
been the media war involving all 
sides.

In a statement quoted on Al Ja-
zeera TV, the Qatari Foreign Minis-
try urged its nationals and media 
outlets to refrain from “offending 
figures” of Gulf countries. “Qatar 
stresses its adherence to dialogue, 
stemming from its deeply rooted 
principles and values,” the state-
ment said.

US Secretary of State Rex Till-
erson, during a tour of the Middle 
East, said Saudi Arabia conveyed 
to him it was not ready for direct 
talks with Qatar.

“There is not a strong indica-
tion that the parties are ready 
to talk yet,” Tillerson said af-
ter meeting with Saudi Crown 
 Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz in Riyadh, before travel-
ling to Doha for a meeting with the 
Qatari leadership.

The resolution of the crisis and 
US ties to the countries involved 
are important to America’s secu-
rity and economic interests in the 
region, Tillerson said. “The United 
States intends to maintain those 

very strong, positive, important re-
lationships,” he said during a news 
conference with Saudi Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubeir.

“As we have indicated in the 
past, we’re hopeful that the 
countries can engage in dialogue 
and find a solution to the differ-
ences that exist between them  
and restore the GCC unity, which 
we think is a very important and 
powerful organisation in terms of 
how it conducts itself and how it 
provides stability to the region,” he 
said.

Jubeir, speaking at London’s 
Chatham House think-tank, said 
the matter was in Qatar’s hands.

“We reject terrorism and ex-
tremism and harbouring the 
wanted,” the Saudi foreign min-
ister said. “We refuse to publish 
discourses of incitement and ha-
tred and interfere in the affairs 
of other countries. We do not ac-
cept that suicide bombings are 
justified in the media by 
 extremist religious figures hosted 
by Qatar.”

He also pointed out some of the 
benefits of the dispute, including, 
he said, that Doha had committed 
to curbing its financing of radical 
groups.

Jubeir said that the Qatar sanc-
tions had resulted in the sign-
ing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the United  
States to combat the financing 
of terrorism and that Qatari au-
thorities had allowed US Treas-
ury officials in Qatari banks and  
made amendments to the coun-
try’s regulations on combating ter-
rorism.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt sev-
ered ties with Qatar on June 5 over 
what they described as Doha’s in-
terference in their countries’ inter-
nal affairs and its support for Iran’s 
agenda and radical groups, such 
as Hamas, the Taliban and the 
Muslim Brotherhood. The Qa-
tari government has denied the  
allegations.
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Mission unaccomplished. US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson steps off the plane at Al Udeid 
Airbase in Qatar, on October 24.                                                                                                              (AFP)
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