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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest to 
travellers in the Middle East 
and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Sidi Bou Said:
Through October 21

The 12th Musiqat Festival takes 
place at the Ennejma Ezzahra 
palace in Sidi Bou Said, Tunisia. 
The festival includes a variety 
of music shows, such as fado, 
gnaoua and flamenco. Artists 
from Spain, Tunisia, Iraq, Portu-
gal, Morocco and Austria are to 
perform at the festival.

Erfoud:
Through October 31

The Moroccan Erfoud region is 
famous for its date palms. Every 
year after harvest, local tribes-
men come together for a festival 
during which they play tradi-
tional music, perform Berber 
dances and exhibit local cuisine. 
There is also horse racing.

Beirut:
Through December 28

Events associated with Sursock 
Museum Late Nights take place 
noon-9pm each Thursday at the 
Sursock Museum. The event 
includes exhibitions, collection 
displays, late-night talks, perfor-
mances and screenings.

Dubai:
Through December 31

“La Perle” features 65 artists 
performing amazing stunts and 
aerial antics above an on-stage 
pool filled with 2.7 million litres 
of water in a state-of-the-art, 
custom-built theatre. The show 
takes place at Al Habtoor City.

London:
October 19-November 5 

The Nour Festival of Arts high-
lights contemporary Middle 
Eastern and North African arts 
and culture in venues across 
Kensington and Chelsea in Lon-
don. The festival features ex-
hibitions, music, cinema, food, 
talks and dance performances.

Dubai:
November 1-April 7

Global Village is a large seasonal 
cultural event that offers visitors 
an array of festivals, shopping 
and entertainment in an open-
air theme park. This entertain-
ment and shopping destination 
involves more than 70 partici-
pating countries presented in 
more than 36 pavilions. Partici-
pants can enjoy more than 50 
rides and 26 restaurants offering 
food from around the world.

Tunis:
November 4-11

The Carthage Film Festival is 
an annual event that showcases 
films from the Maghreb, Africa 
and the Middle East. In its 28th 
edition this year, the festival 
will take place in Tunis and 
other parts of Tunisia over eight 
days. A parallel programme 
includes world cinema projec-
tions, seminars, debates and 
meetings.

Beirut:
November 16-18

The seventh Beirut Cooking Fes-
tival is to take place at the Biel 
Pavillon Royal. The event brings 
together the best in cuisine, 
wines, beer and spirits. Celebri-
ty chefs will be on hand to meet 
people and share recipes, enter-
taining dishes, cocktail courses 
and new trends in cooking.

Cairo

M 

iners digging in 1992 
for alabaster in a de-
sert area of Egypt’s 
central province of 
Beni Suef made a dis-

covery that would keep geologists 
busy and mesmerise adventurers 
for years.

Using explosives, the miners 
destroyed the rock one layer at a 
time, until a huge cavity appeared. 
When the dust settled, the few dar-
ing miners who ventured inside 
the hole found a huge cave with 
unique natural beauty.

“The miners could not believe 
that as they searched for marble 
and alabaster, they would make 
such an important discovery,” 
said Rania Mohamed, the head of 
the office of the National Tourism 
Promotion Authority in Beni Suef. 
“Now, this cave is one of the most 
visited sites near the province and 
the whole of central Egypt.”

Geologists studying the site 
125km south of Cairo pointed to 
the geological and potential tourist 
value of the discovery, prompting 
the Egyptian government to de-
clare the cavern, named Wadi San-
nur Cave, a national protectorate. 
This banned human activity inside 
and near the cave.

Since then, visitors have been 

converging on the cave from  
around Egypt and beyond, even 
though the government has not 
done much to promote it as a tour-
ist destination.

Wadi Sannur Cave, 15 metres 
deep and covering 700 sq. metres, 
has rock formations of shapes and 
colours moulded over millions of 
years through the accumulation of 
sediment.

Visitors walk into the main area 
of the cave that leads on both sides 
into naturally formed chambers 
with walls made of the most pre-
cious types of alabaster and colour-
ful marble. Rocks dangling from 
the ceiling, some of them luminous 
like light bulbs, add to the natural 
beauty of the cavern.

There is a sense of entering an 
otherworldly place. The beauty 
of the cave is in marked contrast 
to the desert surrounding it. Once 
visitors get deep inside, they are 
cut off from the outside world, pro-
viding a unique sense of quiet and 
serenity.

Mohamed said the National 

Tourism Promotion Authority pre-
pared plans to upgrade the cave, 
keep unauthorised mining activi-
ties away and create facilities and 
services, including cafés and public 
toilets, to meet visitors’ needs.

The lack of basic services around 
the cave means visitors must spe-
cially prepare before heading to the 
area, said tourist guide Mahfouz 
Abul Ela.

“Visitors need to bring food and 
water with them and should be 
equipped with special boots to 
climb the rocks inside and outside 
the cave,” Abul Ela said. “In win-
ter, the Wadi Sannur area is very 
cold, which makes it necessary for 
visitors to bring heavy clothes with 
them.”

Wadi Sannur cave is approxi-
mately a 1-hour drive from Cairo. 
A visit to the cave can be part of a 
package that includes other equal-
ly interesting sites in Beni Suef and 
the surrounding area.

The central Egyptian province 
harbours many tourist sites, in-
cluding Heracleopolis Magna — the 
city of Hercules. Approximately 
15km west of Beni Suef, the city 

was the capital of Upper Egypt dur-
ing the First Intermediate Period 
2181-2055BC.

Other places worth visiting in 
Beni Suef include Meidum, an 
archaeological site that contains 
what is believed to be the second 
pyramid built in Egypt after Djoser 
in the Saqqara necropolis in Giza. 
A step structure, the pyramid was 
started by Huni, the last pharaoh of 
the Third Dynasty, and was com-
peted by Sneferu.

Of all the sites in Beni Suef, 
however, the Wadi Sannur Cave 
remains the most magnetic, said 
Elwy Ahmed, who has visited the 
cavern five times.

“I first came two years ago upon 
the advice of a friend. Since then, 
I never reject an invitation to visit 
the cave from the many travel 
groups of which I am a member,” 
said Ahmed, 26. “The cave is so 
beautiful that it captivates visitors 
and shows that Egypt is not only 
about the pyramids in Giza or the 
temples in Luxor.”

Ibrahim Ouf is an Egyptian 
journalist in Cairo.

Central Egypt 
cave captivates 
visitors
Ibrahim Ouf

Visitors at the Wadi Sannur Cave in Beni Suef in central Egypt.                                    (Provided by Ibrahim Ouf)

A view of the entrance to the Wadi Sannur Cave.
 (Provided by Ibrahim Ouf)

Visitors to the Wadi Sannur Cave.                                           (Provided by Ibrahim Ouf) Getting into the Wadi Sannur Cave.       (Provided by Ibrahim Ouf)            

With an area of 700 sq. 
metres and 15 metres 
deep, Wadi Sannur 
Cave displays rock 
formations of 
different shapes and 
colours moulded over 
millions of years.


