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Israeli settlements 
still a stumbling 
block to peace

News & Analysis
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I 

nterpol approved the Palestin-
ian Authority’s candidacy to 
join the global police organisa-
tion, a victory in the Palestin-
ians’ push for membership in 

international institutions in the face 
of consistent Israeli opposition.

Israel lobbies hard against Pales-
tinian candidacies to such bodies 
and claimed a win last year when 
the Palestinian bid to join Interpol 
was suspended.

The membership bid was part of 
Palestinian efforts to advance its 
goal of statehood.

“New member countries State 
of Palestine and Solomon Islands 
bring Interpol’s membership to 
192,” Interpol said on its Twitter ac-
count.

It did not give a detailed vote re-
sult but candidacies require the ap-
proval of a two-thirds majority of 
the countries present at the general 
assembly, excluding abstentions.

The Palestinians gained observer 
status at the United Nations in 2012 
and since then have joined more 
than 50 international organisations 
and agreements, the Palestinian 
Foreign Ministry said. Among them 
are the International Criminal Court 
and the United Nations heritage 
body UNESCO.

Interpol, which has headquarters 
in Lyon, France, eases the exchange 
of information between police 
forces. It also issues “red notices” — 
non-binding notifications of arrest 
warrants.

Senior Palestinian official Jibril 

Rajoub had told Agence France-
Presse (AFP) ahead of the vote that 
“we’re looking to be in all of the in-
ternational institutions, including 
Interpol, as an organised state.”

“We are looking for the Palestin-
ian state to be a positive contributor 
towards security and stability in the 
region and in the international com-
munity,” he said.

Regarding the Israelis’ opposi-
tion, he said: “They don’t want 
any progress towards a Palestinian 
state.”

“Israel does not want us to be 
in FIFA,” he said, referring to the 
world football governing body. 
“How would they want us to be in 
Interpol?” 

Alan Baker, a former senior Israeli 
diplomat, called the Interpol bid 
“just a political PR move” on the 
part of the Palestinians.

“Because they’re not interested 
in negotiating (with Israel), they’re 
trying to achieve the end result, 
which is a state, through interna-
tional organisations,” he told AFP 
before the Interpol vote.

He alleged that “the attempt by 
the Palestinians to politicise what is 
a super-professional organisation is 
very harmful to Interpol.”

Baker rejected the notion that 
Palestinians would be able to initi-
ate arrest warrants at will against 
Israelis by joining Interpol.

Israel said Interpol had made the 
world a more dangerous place by 
letting in the Palestinians, arguing 
that the Palestinian Authority is 
not a state and that it is ineligible to 
join.

“By admitting ‘Palestine,’ which 
praises terrorists of the past and 
refuses to condemn those of today, 
Interpol makes the world less safe,” 
Michael Oren, Israel’s deputy minis-
ter for diplomacy, wrote on Twitter.

Some Israeli media commenta-
tors voiced concern that, after join-
ing Interpol, the Palestinians could 
ask the organisation to issue a red 
notice, an alert to police worldwide 
to locate and provisionally arrest an 
individual, pending extradition.

The procedure does not appear 
to pose serious legal problems for 
Israelis such as government officials 
and military officers whom pro-Pal-
estinian groups have sought to have 
arrested during overseas visits by 
local authorities as suspected war 
criminals.

A red notice is not an internation-

al arrest warrant and Interpol notes 
that it cannot compel any member 
country to detain an individual 
named in one.

A Palestinian bid to join Interpol 
last year was foiled by what Israel 
said was its diplomatic campaign 
against it.

“This victory was made possible 
because of the principled position 
of the majority of Interpol mem-
bers,” Palestinian Foreign Minister 
Riyad al-Maliki said in a statement.

Zeev Elkin, Israel’s minister of 
environmental protection, said Is-
rael should cancel gestures granted 
to the Palestinians, including work 
and entry permits, and special trav-
el permits for Palestinian leaders, in 
retaliation for the Palestinians join-
ing Interpol.

Former Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak called it “another fail-
ure” for Israeli Prime Minister Biny-
amin Netanyahu.

Palestinian Prime Minister Rami 
Hamdallah promised not to use 
the organisation “for any political, 
military, racial or religious interven-
tions or activities” and committed 
to cooperate with Interpol activi-
ties, minutes of the Interpol meet-
ing stated.

The approval vote requires the 
Palestinians to pay membership 
dues of 0.03% of the Interpol budg-
et. That budget for 2017 was about 
$133 million. The Palestinians’ por-
tion would be about $40,000.
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T 

he thorny issue of Is-
raeli settlements built in 
the occupied territories, 
which is illegal under in-
ternational law, was again 

brought to the fore after several in-
cidents highlighted their hindrance 
to peace with the Palestinians.

The incidents included state-
sanctioned celebrations of settle-
ments, a UN letter warning com-
panies that trade with settlements, 
a renewed US request to restrict 
the construction of settlements 
and the killing of three Israelis at a 
checkpoint outside the settlement 
of Har Adar in the West Bank.

The Israeli government of 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netan-
yahu went ahead with celebrations 
marking 50 years of Jewish settle-
ments despite objections from the 
Palestinian Authority and the ab-
sence of the Israeli Supreme Court.

The celebrations, next to a mili-
tary base in the West Bank’s Gush 
Etzion settlement block, were at-
tended by about 5,000 people. 
Israeli Supreme Court President 
Miriam Naor, however, turned 
down an official invitation from the 
government, along with leftist and 
centrist politicians, drawing criti-
cism from right-wing groups.

“The president (Naor) reached 

the conclusion that the event deals 
with an issue that is the subject of 
public controversy,” read a court 
statement explaining her position. 
“Therefore, without the president 
or justices of the supreme court 
taking a position on the contro-
versy itself, the president decided 
that it would be appropriate for the 
judiciary not to participate in the 
event.”

The territories where Israel built 
settlements were occupied by the 
Israeli military in 1967, in a move 
rejected by the international com-
munity. An estimated 600,000 Is-
raeli settlers live in the Palestinian 
West Bank and East Jerusalem and 
tens of thousands of settlers live in 
the Israeli-occupied Syrian Golan 
Heights.

“The settler celebrations on our 
occupied lands are unacceptable 
and make the atmosphere very 
tense,” Palestinian Presidential 
Spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeineh 
told Agence France-Presse. “We 
ask the American administration 
to urgently intervene to stop these 
provocations.”

On the same day but prior to the 
celebrations, Netanyahu report-
edly told settler leaders that the 
United States asked Israel to re-
strict settlement building in the 
West Bank and that he promised he 
would oblige.

The settler leaders complained 
to Netanyahu that during the eight-
year presidency of Barack Obama, 
plans for more than 10,000 settle-
ment housing units were put on 
hold, adding they hoped that there 
would be change under the Trump 
administration, Haaretz reported.

The Trump administration an-
nounced its intentions to renew 
peace talks between the Israelis 

and Palestinians but it is likely 
to hit a stumbling block when it 
comes to the settlements.

Israeli officials, speaking to 
Haaretz on condition of anonymity, 
said the UN Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) sent a letter to 150 Israeli 
and international companies that 
have activities in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories, warning them 
that they may be added to a black-
list of firms “that operate in opposi-
tion to international law and in op-
position of UN resolutions.”

Several companies reportedly 
replied to UNHRC Commissioner 
Zeid bin Ra’ad al-Hussein indicat-
ing they did not plan to renew their 

contracts in the territories. The UN 
rights body voted in March 2016 to 
compile a database of companies 
doing business in Israeli settle-
ments. The UNHRC said it would 
publish the list of the companies at 
the end of 2017, despite strong US 
opposition.

A Palestinian gunman killed 
an Israeli policeman and two pri-
vate security guards and critically 
wounded a fourth person out-
side the Har Adar settlement in 
the West Bank on September 26. 
Israeli officials said the attacker,  
who was killed by Israeli forces, 
was motivated by personal prob-
lems that were not directed at the 

settlements.
The Israeli military, nevertheless, 

said it would demolish the West 
Bank home of the gunman, iden-
tified as Nimr Mahmoud Ahmed 
Jamal, and cancel entry permits of 
several of his relatives. Israel often 
carries out such retaliatory moves 
against the families of Palestinian 
attackers, branding them as deter-
rents but rights groups view them 
as collective punishment.

Since September 2015, Israel has 
reported 400 attacks by Palestin-
ian assailants, two-thirds of which 
were ideologically motivated, the 
Israeli Shin Bet security agency 
said.
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Clear message. The entrance hall of Interpol’s headquarters in 
Lyon in central France.                                                                               (AP)
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The United Nations 
warned 150 companies 
against doing business 
with Israeli settlements 
in occupied territories.  
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We are looking for the 
Palestinian state to be 
a positive contributor 
towards security and 
stability in the region
and in the international 
community. 

Senior Palestinian official 
Jibril Rajoub

Expropriation. A member of the Israeli security forces gestures in front of a gate at the entrance to the 
West Bank settlement of Har Adar, on September 26.                                                                                        (AFP)
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