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gyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi’s visit to 
the United Arab Emirates 
confirmed the strength of 
ties between Abu Dhabi 

and Cairo, as well as their renewed 
cooperation and coordination on 
important regional issues, most no-
tably the fight against the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

“The backing Cairo continues to 
receive from Abu Dhabi has been 
instrumental in protecting Egypt’s 
national security and keeping the 
populous Arab state afloat against 
all the major economic, political 
and security waves it is facing,” said 
Hassan Nafaa, a political science 
professor at Cairo University.

“Egypt is a regional heavyweight 
whose support of the UAE means a 
lot, given the challenges the wider 
region is facing, particularly Qatar 
and Iran.”

Sisi met with several senior Emir-
ati figures, including Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid al-Maktoum and 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan.

“Emirati-Egyptian coordination 
has proved its strength over the past 
years in facing various challenges in 
the region, foremost of which is the 
challenge of terrorism, which has 
become a serious global threat that 
cannot be tolerated,” Sheikh Mo-
hammed said.

Sisi also met with UAE General 
Mohammed bin Salem bin Kardous 
al-Ameri. Televised comments be-
tween the two were trending on 

social media after the senior Emi-
rati military officer highlighted the 
depth of ties between Cairo and Abu 
Dhabi.

“We are with you and we will sac-
rifice for Egypt. We will not be late 
to Egypt’s defence,” he promised. 
Sisi said Egypt was ready to sacrifice 
for the UAE as well.

The UAE has been one of Egypt’s 
strongest supporters since the 2011 
uprising, offering Cairo billions of 
dollars in financial assistance. In 
2016, the UAE invested $6.2 bil-
lion in Egypt and trade exchanged 
between the two nations reached 
$3.3 billion, including $2.4 billion in 
Egyptian exports to the UAE.

Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said 
relations between Cairo and Abu 
Dhabi were strong and strategic.

“Egypt is so keen on pushing its 
relations with the UAE on all fronts 
forward,” Abu Zeid said. “The UAE 
also has the same desire.”

Analysts in Cairo said relations 
between the two countries were 
closer than ever and Egyptians 
were aware of the positive role the 
UAE had played for Cairo since the 
2011 uprising against long-standing 
President Hosni Mubarak.

“This is why aid offered by the 
UAE, along with Saudi Arabia, was 
so instrumental in Egypt’s eco-
nomic recovery and ability to keep 
going in the years that followed the 
uprising but the importance of the 
UAE for Egypt does not stop there,” 
said Saeed al-Lawindy, an interna-
tional relations specialist at Egyp-
tian think-tank Al-Ahram Centre 
for Political and Strategic Studies.

UAE support goes far beyond 
economic assistance, Lawindy 
said, with Cairo and Abu Dhabi in 
tune on several major regional is-
sues.

Abu Dhabi is strongly backing 
Egypt’s strategy in Libya, which 
includes support for Field Marshal 
Khalifa Haftar and the Libyan Na-
tional Army in the fight against Is-
lamist militias.

The UAE was also reported to be 
party to recent Egyptian efforts to 
reconcile Palestinian factions Fa-
tah and Hamas, which could allow 
for the resumption of peace talks 
between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis and stabilise Egypt’s border 
with the Gaza Strip.

Abu Dhabi is also in agreement 
with Egypt’s stand over Qatar’s 

support for organisations such as 
the Muslim Brotherhood.

“Cairo also plays the same role for 
the UAE when it comes to the nega-
tive role Qatar plays in its security,” 
Nafaa said. “Its support to the UAE 
tips the scales in its favour against 
Qatar.”

Egypt, which has the world’s 
tenth most powerful army, as 
ranked by Global Firepower, an in-
dex of the world’s militaries, is also 
an important military ally for the 
UAE. Egypt participated in military 
exercises with the UAE and Bahrain 

in March, which included the de-
ployment of rapid intervention and 
special operations forces.

Abu Zeid called relations between 
the two states “exemplary” and a 
“model” for relations between Arab 
countries.

“These relations have their pe-
culiarity,” Abu Zeid said. “They are 
based on trust and mutual respect, 
which are essential components of 
successful ties among nations.”

Amr Emam is a Cairo-based 
contributor to The Arab Weekly.
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uman rights and politi-
cal opposition activists 
expressed concern af-
ter the Egyptian cabi-
net proposed amend-

ments to the citizenship law.
The amendments, if enacted, 

would allow the government to re-
voke the citizenship of Egyptians 
proved to be members of any group 
or organisation that “aims to harm 
[the] public order of the state or 
undermine the social or economic 

situation,” the cabinet said.
The changes would require Egyp-

tian nationals working abroad for 
a foreign government or interna-
tional body to leave their posts im-
mediately after receiving a cabinet 
order, waiving a six-month grace 
period in the current law.

There are fears the amendments 
would allow authorities to use the 
threat of revoking citizenship to si-
lence criticism. “The amendments 
are disastrous at all levels,” said 
Nasser Amin, a member of Egypt’s 
National Council for Human Rights.

“They violate all basic human 
rights because a man’s citizenship 
is a basic human right.”

There are also questions regard-
ing the strengthening of regula-
tions and restrictions regarding 
naturalised citizens.

Egypt’s Citizenship Law No. 
26/1975 allows authorities to re-
voke citizenship of naturalised citi-
zens within five years of granting it. 
The proposed amendments extend 
the duration during which the gov-
ernment can revoke the citizenship 
of naturalised citizens to ten years.

Critics said that specific clause 
was part of an Egyptian attempt 
to withdraw the citizenship of 
thousands of Palestinians from 
the Gaza Strip who were granted 
Egyptian nationality during the 
June 2012-June 2013 rule of for-
mer President Muhammad Morsi, 
who was affiliated with the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

Those new citizens, advocates of 
the amendments said, are conspir-
ing against Egypt’s national secu-
rity to serve a Muslim Brotherhood 

agenda. Hamas, the Palestinian 
faction in charge of the Gaza Strip, 
is an offshoot of the Muslim Broth-
erhood, which was designated a 
terrorist group by Cairo in Decem-
ber 2013.

“They are living among us but do 
everything possible to cause harm 
to our country,” said Mohamed Aql, 
a member of the National Defence 
and Security Committee in the 
Egyptian parliament. “These for-
mer Gazans can be found in Sinai, 
fighting the Egyptian Army with-
in the ranks of the Islamic State 
(ISIS).”

The suggested amendments are 
to be debated in parliament and 

many analysts expect them to be 
approved.

Aql said many lawmakers sup-
port the amendments because they 
would help protect Egypt at a time 
the country is facing numerous se-
curity challenges, whether ISIS in 
Sinai, arms-smuggling and terror-
ism across the border in Libya, or 
local Islamist terrorist groups such 
as Hasm.

Critics warn that protecting “na-
tional security” is a justification 
that could see legitimate political 
opposition and human rights group 
silenced.

Nasser Amin of Egypt’s Na-
tional Council for Human Rights 

warned that the amendments do 
not include language to explicitly 
provide protection to political op-
position or human rights activ-
ists, which means their citizenship 
could be at risk.

“This will be catastrophic be-
cause, in this case, the law will be 
used by the government to take 
revenge on the opposition,” Amin 
said. “I expect this to happen, 
given the lack of basic freedoms 
and the government’s poor human 
rights record.”

Rights groups have accused 
Egypt of imprisoning political ac-
tivists under the guise of protect-
ing national security and fighting 
terrorism. Human rights groups 
have also accused authorities of 
being responsible for “enforced 
disappearances” of political oppo-
sition activists. The government 
denied the allegations.

Even if the amended citizenship 
law is only used against convicted 
terrorists, questions remain as to 
whether it is necessary to protect 
national security.

“The government can easily use 
the Criminal Code to punish those 
who work against national secu-
rity,” said Tarek el-Bishry, a consti-
tutional law expert and the head of 
the committee that drafted Egypt’s 
2011 constitution, “but to deprive 
people of their citizenship is actu-
ally something that casts doubt on 
the real intentions of the govern-
ment, which gives the opposition 
the right to feel afraid.”

Ahmed Megahid is an Egyptian 
reporter in Cairo.
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In tune. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (L) meeting with 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan in Abu Dhabi, on September 25.           (The Egyptian Presidency) 
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