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H 

uman Rights Watch 
(HRW) has called on 
Qatar to introduce 
laws to protect mi-
grant workers, particu-

larly from the country’s scorching  
heat.

“Qatari authorities should adopt 
and enforce adequate restrictions 
on outdoor work to protect the 
lives of migrant construction work-
ers who are at risk from working in 
the country’s intense heat and hu-
midity,” an HRW report said.

“The Qatari authorities’ fail-
ure to put in place the most ba-
sic protection from the heat,  
their decision to ignore recom-
mendations that they investigate 
worker deaths and their refusal to 
release data on these deaths, con-
stitute a wilful abdication of re-
sponsibility.”

The report followed an incident 
in which a Nepalese migrant work-
er was fired from his construction 
job after talking to a UN delegation 
investigating migrant worker con-
ditions.    

Agence France-Presse said the 
incident happened in March 2016 
and led to the worker’s firing and 
deportation after he told the del-
egation about unpaid wages and 
his employer confiscating his pass-
port.

The UN’s International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) said it would in-
vestigate the matter.

“The ILO has been following 
closely this case and continues to 
do so with a view to ensuring that 
the rights of this Nepalese worker 
are fully respected and protected,” 
said Corinne Vargha, director of 
the ILO’s International Labour 
Standards Department.

HRW called for transparency 
from Qatari authorities regarding 
deaths of migrant workers. The 
report said transparency issues 
made it difficult to assess wheth-
er the extreme weather condi-
tions were a factor in the workers’ 
deaths.

“A 2014 report that the Qatari 

government commissioned from 
the international law firm DLA Pip-
er noted that the number of worker 
deaths in Qatar attributed to cardi-
ac arrest, a general term that does 
not specify cause of death, was 
‘seemingly high,’” HRW said.

The report said Qatar failed to 
implement two of the law firm’s 
recommendations: Introducing 
laws allowing autopsies in cases of 
unexpected or sudden deaths and 
to commission an independent 
study into the number of migrant 
worker deaths attributed to cardiac 
arrests.

Al-Rayah, a Qatari newspaper, 
carried a statement from the coun-
try’s Supreme Committee for De-
livery and Legacy stating: “Doha 
acknowledges the concerns raised 
by the watchdog” and that it was 
“committed to promoting and 
protecting the welfare, health and 
safety of all workers.” The state-
ment did not address HRW’s main 
concerns.

Qatar’s road to hosting the 2022 
FIFA World Cup and its relationship 
with FIFA have been controversial 
since it won hosting duties in 2010. 
Pressure on Qatar increased in 2013 
when Britain’s Guardian newspa-
per said dozens of Nepalese had 
died while working on World Cup-
related projects. Qatari and Nepali 
officials denied the report.

In 2014 Britain’s Sunday Times 
newspaper alleged former FIFA 
Executive Committee member Mo-
hamed bin Hammam, a Qatari who 
was president of the Asian Football 
Confederation, lobbied on behalf 
of his country for the 2022 rights, 
paying millions of dollars in cash, 
gifts and junkets, especially to Af-
rican officials.

Qatar is also involved in a dis-
pute with Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt, 
which have cut ties with Doha, in-
cluding travel routes important to 
Qatar’s economy, compounding 
Doha’s World Cup financing issues.

Contrary to pledges, Qatar’s 
alleged mistreatment of 
migrant workers continues
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A 

rab countries have called 
British broadcast regula-
tor Ofcom to investigate 
whether the Qatari-
owned Al Jazeera media 

network infringes domestic or Eu-
ropean broadcasting laws through 
its broadcast of “inflammatory” 
material.

A joint letter from the Saudi, 
Egyptian, UAE and Bahraini am-
bassadors to the United Kingdom 
accused Ofcom of granting “global 
credibility” to Al Jazeera. Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain make up the 
quartet leading a boycott against 
Qatar

The quartet warned that Ofcom’s 
licensing of Al Jazeera English pro-
vided the media company’s wider 
network, particularly Al Jazeera 
Arabic, with a false sense of legiti-
macy.

“Al Jazeera Arabic benefits from 
Al Jazeera English’s credibility by 
associations, despite the fact that 

Al Jazeera Arabic is not licensed or 
currently regulated in the United 
Kingdom or any European Un-
ion member state,” said the letter, 
which was also signed by Arab jour-
nalist associations.

“Al Jazeera Media Network’s re-
peated statements seek to give the 
impression or, at least gave the mis-
leading impression, that all of its 
channels are licensed and regulated 
by Ofcom or that they comply with 
the standards of the Ofcom Code.”

The Ofcom Broadcasting Code 
explicitly bans content that is “like-
ly to encourage or incite the com-
mission of crime or to lead to dis-
order,” including direct or indirect 
calls to criminal action or disorder, 
material promoting or encourag-
ing engagement in terrorism or any 

form of crime or disorder and “hate 
speech,” which is likely to encour-
age criminal activity or lead to dis-
order.

Ofcom said that it could not con-
sider allegations against Al Jazeera 
Arabic, given that the channel is 
registered abroad. “Al Jazeera Ara-
bic is not licensed in the UK, so is 
not subject to our broadcasting 
rules but we have passed this letter 
of complaint to the media regulator 
in Italy, where the channel holds a 
licence, for urgent consideration,” 
an Ofcom spokeswoman said.

Ofcom is reviewing an Al Jazeera 
English documentary broadcast 
this year looking into the influence 
of pro-Israeli lobby groups in the 
United Kingdom.

“We are investigating whether 
this programme complied with 
our rules on due impartiality and 
offence and whether it materially 
misled the audience,” Ofcom said 
in March.

The quartet rejected claims that 
Al Jazeera English and Al Jazeera 
Arabic pursued different editorial 
lines, saying the Al Jazeera brand as 
a whole was at fault.

“Al Jazeera Media Networks’ Act-

ing Director-General Mostefa Souag 
made a number of statements 
claiming that Al Jazeera English’s 
and Al Jazeera Arabic’s editorial 
line is the same,” the letter said.

The letter also included instances 
in which Al Jazeera Arabic coverage 
would have failed to meet Europe-
an broadcast regulations.

The quartet explicitly accused Al 
Jazeera of providing “positive or 
sympathetic” coverage of the Is-
lamic State (ISIS), including an edi-
torial tone that depicted the group 
as an “organisation” rather than a 
terrorist group.

It accused the channel of broad-
casting unfiltered ISIS propaganda 
in news reports and documenta-
ries, including the unedited broad-
cast of a 15-second message from an 
ISIS spokesman.

“This statement called for at-
tacks to be carried out against non-
Muslims and called on individuals 
to isolate Americans, the French or 
their allies and ‘hit his head with a 
stone, or slaughter him with a knife 
or run over him with a car or throw 
him from a high building” if they 
were “unable to obtain a [bomb] or 
bullet,” the quartet said.

The letter mentioned the broad-
cast of the death of an Egyptian 
soldier killed by ISIS in Sinai. “Al Ja-
zeera Arabic also chose to broadcast 
the moment of death of an Egyp-
tian soldier shot by an ISIS sniper 
and filmed by ISIS and say that ‘the 
organisation [ISIS] considered their 
targets easy.’”

This is the second time in four 
months that Al Jazeera has faced 
criticism of its journalistic eth-
ics. Former Al Jazeera employees 
Mohamed Fahmy and Mohamed 
Fawzy started “Al Jazeera On Trial” 
website in June, which they said 
would document a multimillion-
dollar lawsuit they filed against Al 
Jazeera.

“Just as we expect governments 
to abide by basic human rights, we 
also expect news outlets like Al Ja-
zeera to respect the ethics of jour-
nalism, stop endangering the lives 
of its staff and refrain from sponsor-
ing groups like the Muslim Brother-
hood, [Jabhat] al-Nusra — an affili-
ate of al-Qaeda — and other terrorist 
groups,” Fahmy said in June.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in London.

Arab quartet call on Ofcom to look into Al Jazeera’s content
Mahmud el-Shafey

London 

N 

early two dozen 
members of a branch 
of the Qatari ruling 
family have been 
arrested since June 

when the crisis between Doha 
and its Gulf neighbours erupted, 
French weekly Le Point report-
ed.

The magazine interviewed a 
French detainee, jailed in Doha, 
who said at least 20 members of 
the Bin Ali branch of Qatar’s rul-
ing al-Thani dynasty had been 
detained in recent months and 
some said their health was dete-
riorating.

Le Point, quoting French busi-
nessman Jean-Pierre Marongiu, 
said the arrests were ordered by 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani. The prisoners 
told the French businessman 
they were jailed because they 
disagreed with the current rulers 
and support the Arab quartet, 
which is boycotting Qatar.

Marongiu, who has been in 
prison for four years on charges 
of passing a bad cheque, named 
four of the Qatari detainees, all 
members of the Bin Ali branch. 
Others refused to give their 
names for fear of reprisals.

The arrests reportedly in-
creased after June 5, when Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Egypt and Bahrain broke 
ties with Doha.

The Bin Alis, Le Point report-
ed, are suspected of harbour-
ing “pro-Saudi propensities.” 
Suspicions apparently grew af-
ter Sheikh Abdullah bin Ali bin 
Abdullah bin Jassem al-Thani, 
a prominent member of the Bin 
Ali branch, helped facilitate the 
pilgrimage of Qataris to Mecca.

Sheikh Abdullah is the brother 
of Sheikh Ahmed bin Ali al-Tha-
ni, who was overthrown in 1972 
by a cousin, Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Hamad al-Thani, the grandfather 
of Sheikh Tamim.

Sheikh Abdullah’s branch of 
the al-Thani family considers it-
self better positioned and more 
entitled to rule Qatar than the 
branch of Sheikh Tamim.

Arrests 
within Qatar’s 
ruling family 
reported

The ILO has been 
following closely this case 
and continues to do so 
with a view to ensuring 
that the rights of this 
Nepalese worker are fully 
respected and protected.

Corinne Vargha, director
of the ILO’s International
Labour Standards Department

Mohammed Alkhereiji

At risk. Foreign labourers walk back to 
their accommodation at the Ezdan 40 
compound after finishing work in Doha’s 
Al-Wakrah southern suburbs.                 (AFP)
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