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Agenda
Dubai:
September 27-30
The Dubai International Dance
Festival is a multi-arts event that
has a reputation for attracting
well-known dance companies,
classical dance academies, youth
orchestras, bands and music ensembles from around the world.
The festival is a catalyst for the
creation of new work and creative activity, with an educational
programme and artistic collaborations with organisations throughout the United Arab Emirates,
the rest of the Middle East and
elsewhere.
Tunis:
October 4-8

A handmade woven tableau made by carpet makers in Haraniya.
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An artisan works on the design of a rug in Haraniya.
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Egypt carpet-making village is
an unusual tourist attraction

Beirut:
October 4-12
In its 17th edition and 20th anniversary, the Beirut International
Film Festival will be at the Metropolis Empire Sofil with special
screenings in Cinéma Montaigne
and the Sursock Museum. The
festival programme includes long
features, short films and documentaries in addition to Lebanese
film premieres.
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Haraniya

H

araniya, a village in
Egypt’s Giza province,
was a favourite travel
spot of Queen Sonja of
Norway, French philosopher, playwright and novelist
Jean Paul Sartre and many others.
They had good reason to admire
Haraniya. With about 6,000 people, it is a beehive of work that
never stops producing some of the
world’s finest handmade carpets,
rugs and tableaus.
It is unclear why Egypt’s most
talented carpet and rugmakers
decided to settle in this particular
village.
Some attribute their concentration to the many schools and centres founded decades ago to teach
locals the art of carpet making.
Some schools are more than 70
years old.
“These schools have actually
played a very important role in
teaching people the art of rug and
carpet making,” said Akram Munir,
the owner of a carpet and rug factory in the village. “But this does
not rule out the fact that the people living here have a real knack
for making art in the form of rugs,
carpets and tableaus.”
This high quality of art is reflected in products displayed outside homes and in showrooms
throughout Haraniya. Almost 90%
of the village’s residents work in
the craft.
Many of the village homes have
been turned into small factories
where residents spend their days
knotting the materials into carpets
and rugs.
There is very little unemploy-

The sixth Dream City, a biennial
multidisciplinary celebration of
contemporary art, takes place
in public spaces in the Medina
of Tunis. The event includes
movie projections, theatre performances, music concerts and art
exhibitions. Artists from Africa,
the Middle East and Europe will
participate.

Washington:
October 5-8
The annual DC Palestinian Film
and Arts Festival (DCPFAF)
returns for a seventh year, bringing 97 films to Washington. The
festival serves as a platform for
the artistic creativity of Palestinians through film, music and the
visual arts.
Abu Dhabi:
October 6

A carpet maker in Haraniya. 						
ment in Haraniya, an unbelievable
contrast to the rest of Egypt, where
more than 12% of its workforce of
26 million is unemployed.
All family members — from children to their parents — have a part
to play. Some buy the materials
needed from the market; others
make the designs while the creative turn them into actual works of
art.
But it takes each working group
long hours, sometimes days, to
produce a piece. Nonetheless,
visitors to Haraniya can easily purchase magnificent products at bar-

An Egyptian artisan works on the design of a tableau in Haraniya.
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gain prices.
Rug prices range from $3 to $20.
Carpets cost between $3 and $50 a
metre, depending on the type of
material used. Tableaus are more
expensive, some selling for $3,000.
Most of the designs are inspired
by the village’s surrounding environment. Some feature pharaohs,
ancient temples and the pyramids.
Others feature scenes from rural
Egypt or the river Nile.
Tourist guide Ehab Hamdy said
Haraniya gains its international
fame from its proximity to a number of important tourist sites, including the Giza Pyramids and
Saqqara which is located only
15km away. The latter, a vast burial
site that served as the necropolis
of the ancient Egyptian capital of
Memphis, attracts a large number
of Egyptians and foreign tourists.
“Tourists visiting these two areas are very keen to come here
to take some precious handmade
products back home with them,”
Hamdy said. “But those who come
once are keen to come back because — apart from the very fine
products made here and their very
competitive prices — the people of
the village are very kind.”
The villagers are often seen outside their homes and carpet factories greeting visitors with a warm
smile. Some of them insist on inviting tourists in for free tea and
coffee.
When she visited the village in
October 2006, Queen Sonja of Nor-
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way admired the products and was
treated to traditional rural Egyptian food, recalls 34-years-old Sarah Ahmed, one of the village carpet makers. She has been working
in the craft since she was 9 years
old
Ahmed puts all her imagination
into the making of rugs.
“True, rug and carpet making is
a job, but it is also an art,” she said.
“Carpet makers must love what
they are doing; otherwise they will
not create something that will be
liked and appreciated by the clients.”

Many of the village
homes have been
turned into small
factories where
residents spend their
days knotting the
materials into
carpets and rugs.
Ahmed and fellow villagers have
hopes of returning their village to
its past glories.
“The message I want to deliver
to everybody who likes our work
is: We are putting our time, effort
and imagination into what we do
here. So if you pay us a visit you
will not regret it,” Ahmed said.

The third Caribbean Beach Festival celebrates Caribbean, African,
American and Latino cultures
through music, food and dance.
The event takes place at Yas
Beach and features food trucks,
games, international acts and
acrobats.
London:
October 19-November 5
The Nour Festival of Arts highlights contemporary Middle Eastern and North African arts and
culture in venues across Kensington and Chelsea in London.
The festival programme features
exhibitions, music, cinema, food,
talks and dance performances.
Abu Simbel:
October 22
The Sun Festival at Abu Simbel
takes place in February and October in celebration of Ramses II’s
birthday. When Ramses II built
his temple, it was positioned so
that, on his birthday and the date
of his ascension to the throne, the
inner sanctum would be lit by the
rising sun, which would illuminate the statues of the sun gods.
Every year during the Abu Simbel
Sun Festival, people gather at the
temple along the banks of the
Nile River to see the sun rise and
celebrate with food, dance and
singing shows arranged by local
performers.
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