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Shell lifts its first 
crude cargo from 
Libya in 5 years

Emirates approves 
‘sin tax’ to boost 
government 
revenue

Royal Dutch Shell has lifted a 
cargo of 600,000 barrels of crude oil 
from Libya’s Zueitina port, its first 
from the war-torn North African 
country in five years, two industry 
sources said.

“Libya is a significant resource 
holder and Shell International Trad-
ing and Shipping Company Ltd 
(STASCO) has a history of marketing 
Libyan crude,” a Shell spokesman 
said.

“We welcome new business op-
portunities with Libya’s National 
Oil Corporation (NOC). However, we 
don’t comment on specific trading 
deals,” the spokesman added.

(Reuters)

The United Arab Emirates issued 
a law that imposes taxes on tobacco 
products, energy drinks and soft 
drinks to boost revenue and help 
offset the effects of lower oil prices.

UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan approved the tax 
decree August 21. Abu Dhabi’s the 
National newspaper reported that 
tobacco and energy drinks will be 
taxed at 100% and soft drinks at 
50%.

The move follows Saudi Arabia’s 
imposition of the tax in June. The 
gradual introduction of such taxes 
is part of a region-wide effort in the 
Gulf to diversify revenue streams 
from oil.

Persistently lower oil revenues 
have forced oil-exporting countries 
to consolidate spending, particu-
larly in the Gulf where citizens are 
accustomed to generous perks and 
subsidies.

(The Associated Press)

BriefsJordan to host regional conference 
on role of sustainable tourism in cities

Desalination plant in Agadir
to run entirely on green energy
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The conference will 
host the signing of 
the private sector 
commitment to the 
UNWTO Global 
Code of Ethics for 
Tourism.

Amman

J  

ordan is to host the regional 
conference Tourism in MENA 
Cities as part of the United 
Nations’ declaration of 2017 
being the International Year 

of Sustainable Tourism for Develop-
ment. The event comes after the 
country reported an increase of 
14.5% in tourism revenues, totalling 
$2.1 billion, in the past six months.

The November 13-14 event is to 
focus on the role of sustainable 
tourism in enhancing holistic eco-
nomic growth for cities, its contri-
bution to protecting the environment 
and preserving cultural heritage.

Suzy Hatough, director of Dar Al-
Diafa for Tourism Human Resources 
Development Consultancy, said the 
“unique gathering” is timely for 
Jordan.

“Jordan’s tourism sector is having 
an excellent period of progress and 
this conference comes at the right 
moment when all indicators show 
positive results in this vital sector,” 
she said.

Gallup’s “2017 Global Law and 
Order Report” ranked Jordan as the 
ninth safest country globally and 
the second safest in the Arab world.

“Safety is a crucial issue when it 
comes to tourism and Jordan has 
all the elements to become a world 
leader in this vital sector and this 
conference will focus on such issues, 
too,” said Hatough.

Jordan reported a 10.5% increase 
in the number of tourists in the first 
five months of 2017, with a total of 
2.6 million visitors compared to 
1.864 million visitors in the same 
period last year, Ministry of Tourism 
statistics indicate.

“The conference will tackle key 
subjects such as the important  
role of an integrated policy making 
to ensure a sustainable and com-
petitive tourism development in 
urban destinations, integrated  
planning, development and man-
agement for sustainable urban tour-
ism, resilient and sustainable eco-
nomic growth through innovation, 
technology, social inclusiveness 
and creative tourism, the role of 

new technologies and the digital 
media, in addition to others,” Hatough 
said.

Improving transparency, knowl-
edge, professionalism, productiv-
ity, infrastructure, connectivity, 
innovation and technology to achieve 
competitiveness in MENA cities will 
also be on the conference agenda. 
The signing of the private sector 
commitment to the United Nations-
World Trade Organisation Global 
Code of Ethics for Tourism is to take 
place at the conference. Hatough 
is a member of the UNWTO-World 
Committee for Tourism Ethics.

Journalist Ziad Momani hailed 
the conference as a positive move 
for improving urbanism.

“Two centuries ago, only 2% of 
the world’s population was urban 
and today cities accommodate around 
54% of the world population and 
generate more than 60% of global 
GDP,” he said. “Sustainable Urban 
Tourism contributes positively to 
employment, GDP, wealth, foreign 

exchange and improves the services 
sector.”

The kingdom recently adopted 
measures to attract international 
tourists, especially from the Gulf 
region, with a global marketing cam-
paign. Several Hollywood movies 
have been filmed in Jordan, generat-
ing more than $211 million and cre-
ating 5,000 full-time jobs in the past 
ten years.

The Royal Film Commission, an 
entity that focuses on promoting film 
culture, has begun Jordan’s first film 
tourism strategy, to direct efforts to 
attract visitors to Jordan through 
cinema.

“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story,” 
“Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade,” 
“Lawrence of Arabia” and “The Mar-
tian” are some of the blockbuster 
movies that were filmed in various 
sites in Jordan.

Jordanian Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Lina Annab has said that 
Jordan’s considerable investment 
projects are concentrated in Amman, 
the Dead Sea and Aqaba.

“The value of current investments 
in Aqaba and the Dead Sea reached 
more than $22 billion, including Ayla 
Oasis, an 18-hole golf course designed 
by professional golfer Greg Norman, 
Saraya Aqaba and Marsa Zayed, in 
the southern port of Aqaba,” Annab 
said.

“Experts in the tourism sector, 
researchers and specialists will take 
part in the regional conference in 
which several key investment projects 
will be announced.”

Roufan Nahhas is a journalist 
based in Jordan.
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orocco is to build the 
world’s largest desali-
nation plant that will 
run entirely on solar 
energy in a bid to offset 

water needs in the semi-arid south-
ern region.

Morocco and Abengoa, a Spanish 
energy firm, signed a contract for the 
construction of a desalination plant 
and the development of an irrigation 
project in the Agadir region. The 
contract, which adds to one signed 
in 2014, outlines the construction of 
a plant with a production capacity 
of 100,000 cubic metres of water per 
day. 

The $364.6 million seawater plant 
is expected to produce 450,000 cubic 
metres of water per day. However, 
it will initially begin with a produc-
tion of about 275,000 cubic metres 
per day, 150,000 cubic metres of which 
would be for consumption and 125,000 
cubic metres would be used for irri-
gating 13,600 hectares of agricultural 
fields in the Chtouka region.

Moroccan Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Aziz Akhannouch said 
the project “is a lever for a sustain-

able socio-economic growth for the 
whole region.”

The Chtouka region employs about 
100,000 people in the agricultural 
sector, which generates $1 billion. 
However, its water resources are 
under threat, which prompted the 
Moroccan government to act.

The plant is expected to cover the 
needs of more than 70,000 inhabit-
ants, providing about 3.8 cubic metres 
water per day per person.

Abengoa will be responsible for the 
plant’s construction, development 
and maintenance of its infrastructure 
for at least 27 years.

The seawater desalination plant 
will be the largest solar-powered plant 

in the world. Moroccan leaders said 
the Noor Ouarzazate solar power sta-
tion would be fully responsible for 
supplying it.

Desalination of seawater appears 
to be one of Morocco’s strategies to 
tackle the effects of climate change 
and meet chronic water shortages. 
The desalination plant is a major step 
for Morocco towards sustainable 
development, preserving its under-
ground resources and promoting 
clean energy.

Cycles of drought over the last ten 
years in Morocco have been a major 
a cause for concern. The country’s 
population is expected to reach 38 
million in 2030, meaning an increase 
in food and water consumption.

Last year’s summer heat waves 
resulted in the loss of 15,000 agri-
cultural jobs in the second quarter 
of 2016, the High Commission for 
Planning said.

Scientists predict that, in the next 
decade, water scarcity in Morocco, 
which has a semi-arid climate, will 
adversely affect the agricultural sec-
tor, which accounts for almost 15% 
of Morocco’s GDP and employs 40% 
of the country’s workforce.

Charafate Afailal, secretary of state 
for water, told L’Economiste that the 
only way to reduce the deficit in 

industrial or agricultural drinking 
water is by desalinating seawater in 
areas with high water demand and 
insufficient local resources.

“Desalination is called upon to play 
a major role in the future, with the 
gradual decline in costs,” said Afailal, 
adding that the use of unconventional 
resources was imperative.

A seawater desalination project is 
being launched to supply the north-
ern city of Al Hoceima, which has 
been suffering from water disrup-
tions.

Afailal said a large station for the 
Casablanca-Settat region was being 
studied to help secure access to drink-
ing water for greater Casablanca.

Morocco has poured more than 

$100 million a year into providing 
drinking water for rural areas across 
the country.

Afailal told parliament that 96.5% 
of rural areas would have access to 
drinking water by the end of 2017, 
thanks to the completion of drinking 
water supply projects such as dams 
and the installation of regional drain-
age channels.

Moroccan Prime Minister Saad 
Eddine El Othmani has said other 
seawater desalination projects were 
planned in several coastal cities. 
However, he acknowledged that some 
regions suffer from disparities in 
drinking water supply, especially in 
the summer despite all the efforts 
to solve the problem.

Must-visit destination. Tourists take pictures during their visit to the Amman Citadel.                               (Reuters)
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96.5%
of rural areas 
would have access 
to drinking water 
by the end of 
2017, thanks to 
the completion 
of drinking water 
supply projects.

Largest in the world. An artist’s rendering of the Agadir desalination 
plant.                                                                                 (Abeinsa)


