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Dealing with major security
threats in the Mediterranean

Jared Kushner keeps
guzzling jet fuel

T
he terror attack in Las 
Ramblas in Barcelona 
was carried out in the 
same manner as attacks 
by Islamic State-
connected lone wolves 
in England, Germany, 

Sweden, France and Austria. This 
shows that terror actions by the 
Islamic State (ISIS) are no longer lim-
ited to a specific geographical area, a 
particular type of action or a specific 
profile of attackers.

The constant threat from ISIS led 
Spanish Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy to declare: “Today, the fight 
against terrorism is the principle 
priority of free and open societies 
like ours. It is a global threat and 
the answer must be global.”

It is within the context of the 
global fight against terror that 
Morocco is working closely with its 
northern neighbour to implement a 
comprehensive programme to 
combat terror inside the kingdom. 
The plan includes tackling the issue 
from economic, social, legal, 
spiritual, security and political 
angles. The events in Barcelona are 
reason enough to strengthen 
security and intelligence coopera-
tion between Spain and Morocco.

Many terrorist actions planned to 
be carried out in Morocco and 
European countries, including 
Spain, have been neutralised. These 
successes, however, do not mean 

that the objective causes of terror 
and its spread have been wiped out. 
They remain in place and require 
new and better approaches.

It is also true that the recent 
terrorist acts in Europe and the 
Middle East put all countries on 
high alert. Morocco’s experience 
dealing with terrorism locally, 
regionally and internationally has 
shown that close cooperation in the 
Mediterranean region is effective in 
monitoring and neutralising 
terrorist cells.

Terrorist organisations try to take 
full advantage of the differences in 
various international parties’ 
approaches to the war on terror. 
They attempt to make sure that the 
same conditions leading to terror 
are reproduced in different forms 
and under different labels.

The biggest challenge, therefore, 
is understanding the intertwined 
connections and aims of this war 
and dealing with them without 
distinction. To deal with the 
expansion of ISIS, there is no 
alternative to serious and effective 
international cooperation.

Jihadist organisations in general 
— and ISIS in particular — are trying 
to reposition themselves geograph-
ically by shifting roles between the 
centre and the periphery. ISIS 
seems to have shifted its plans and 
its ideological weight from Syria 
and Iraq to Libya, the Sahel and the 

Sahara after obtaining the alle-
giance of major extremist organisa-
tions in those areas. Indications 
from Iraq and Syria seem to confirm 
that ISIS is restructuring itself and 
changing its methods.

Three years after the appearance 
of the group in the Middle East, it is 
expected ISIS will move from its 
headquarters in Iraq and Syria to 
the periphery. It is also expected 
that ISIS will switch its strategy 
from direct confrontation with 
Washington and Moscow to new 
fronts on land and sea borders with 
Europe. The Barcelona attack is an 
illustration of this strategic shift.

The shift in ISIS’s strategic 
choices is further evidenced by the 
many sudden and new terrorist acts 
in Europe. In May, newly elected 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron visited the French military 
base in Mali, perhaps as part of 
efforts to dam the spread of global 
jihad and undo its layered organisa-
tion.

ISIS has made efficient use of 
cyberspace to spread its extremist 
ideology across the globe. It has 
diversified its cyber recruitment 
methods and terrorist tools. Alex 
Younger, head of British intelli-
gence (MI6), admitted that highly 
organised units inside ISIS are 
planning new ways to export 
violence to the United Kingdom and 
its allies without leaving Syria.

The aim behind the Barcelona 
attack was to shake the foundations 
of peaceful coexistence between 
Muslims in Spain, especially 
Moroccan Muslims, and the 
Spanish population and produce 
suitable conditions to recruit 
suicide bombers from the Muslim 
community.

ISIS is trying to mutate to adjust 
to the new context, while regional 
and international powers try to 
strangle its resources, uncover its 
cells and limit its choices. Jason 
Pack, founder of Eye on ISIS in 
Libya, spoke of the group’s “genius” 
in being able to “continuously 
mutate.”

This is why the war on ISIS in 
Syria and Iraq is accompanied by 
international efforts to defeat its 
followers in Libya. This was the 
reason behind replacing UN Special 
Representative for Libya Martin 
Kobler from Germany with Ghassan 
Salamé from Lebanon. Salamé 
advocates giving top priority to the 
fight against terror as part of the UN 
programme for Libya.

Morocco participated with 
warring Libyan sides and other 
international parties to draft the 
Skhirat Accords, a road map to a 
political solution in Libya. Those 
accords remain fundamental to any 
political agreement in Libya and 
crucial to the elimination of ISIS 
from the Mediterranean.

J
ared Kushner has made 
another quick tour of the 
Middle East with the goal 
of launching renewed 
peace talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians.

US President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law was joined by 
Jason Greenblatt, Trump’s special 
representative for international 
negotiations; and the US Deputy 
National Security Adviser Dina 
Habib Powell, who was born in 
Cairo to Coptic Egyptian parents 
and speaks fluent Arabic. She also 
served in the White House and the 
State Department under former 
President George W. Bush.

Kushner met with Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas — their 
meeting was described as “pro-
ductive” by a Palestinian spokes-
man — and Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu — their 
meeting was described as “effec-
tive” by an Israeli spokesman.

While they were in the neigh-
bourhood, Kushner and his team 
also met with Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on the same 
day that news broke of an impend-
ing US aid cut to Egypt, as well as 
with Jordan’s King Abdullah II and 
leaders in Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, with 
Israeli-Palestinian peace at the top 
of every agenda.

Amid the flurry of activity, I 
have one pointed question for 
America’s most powerful son-in-
law: Who do you think you are 
fooling? The odds of an Israeli-
Palestinian peace breakthrough 

are as close to zero as odds can get.
Consider the situations of the 

main decision-makers: Abbas is 
unpopular, politically isolated, at 
odds with Hamas and, at age 82, 
ailing. The jockeying for who will 
replace him is well under way. 
Netanyahu is the latest in a long 
line of Israeli politicians to face 
possible indictment over corrup-
tion. Neither leader is in any 
position to make a bold or coura-
geous move towards peace. In fact, 
to salvage his political hide, 
Netanyahu has embraced Israel’s 
extremist right-wing fringe.

Trump is facing historically low 
popularity ratings — fewer than 
four out of ten Americans say they 
approve of his job as president — 
and a criminal investigation of his 
own related to accusations that his 
campaign colluded with Russia to 
interfere in the 2016 US elections.

Add to these problems the fact 
that Trump does not have the 
focus or depth of knowledge 
necessary to bargain with such 
wily survivors as Netanyahu and 
Abbas. It is almost laughable to 
imagine Trump in the role of 
Jimmy Carter at Camp David, 
shuttling in a golf cart between the 
cottages of Menachem Begin and 
Anwar Sadat to hammer out the 
details of peace. (It is, however, 
easy to imagine Trump in a golf 
cart.)

The 36-year-old Kushner has 
less political experience than a 
county commissioner and no 
previous diplomatic experience. 
He also is facing a criminal 

investigation related to his real 
estate company’s business 
dealings.

It is hard to imagine a group of 
characters less likely to forge a 
peace deal between two peoples 
who have been in intense, existen-
tial conflict for more than 70 years.

I suspect that Abbas, Netanyahu 
and other regional leaders have 
made the same assessment but 
have their reasons for playing 
along. For Netanyahu, the ruse 
allows him to continue doing what 
he has aimed to do all along — col-
onise the entire West Bank and 
destroy Palestinian political and 
cultural institutions. For Abbas, it 

keeps him in the spotlight as the 
Palestinians’ president, plus, it’s 
not wise to disrespect the son-in-
law of a volatile and unpredictable 
man such as Trump.

As for other Arab leaders, they 
each have their own agendas with 
and needs from the United States, 
so why not serve Kushner tea and 
a photo op to keep Washington 
happy?

The depressing bottom line is 
that no matter who the players are, 
the story always ends the same: 
Israel wins, Palestinians lose and 
other Arab leaders take care of 
their real interests. Meanwhile, 
Kushner keeps guzzling jet fuel.
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Mission impossible. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, 
centre right, meets with US presidential adviser Jared Kushner in 
the West Bank city of Ramallah, on August 24. (Palestinian President Office)


