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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest to 
travellers in the Middle East 
and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Hammamet:
Through August 26

Hammamet, a Tunisian town 
on the northern edge of the 
Gulf of Hammamet, is the site 
of the 53rd Hammamet Inter-
national Festival. Concerts and 
plays are scheduled for more 
than a month.

Abu Dhabi: 
Through August 27

The “Lest We Forget” exhibi-
tion presents a rich exploration 
of Emirati identity as conveyed 
through modes of adornment. 
The highly interactive art 
exhibition welcomes visitor 
contribution of objects, memo-
ries and reflections pertaining 
to Emirati adornment.

Dubai: 
August 31-December 31

“La Perle” features 65 artists 
performing amazing stunts and 
aerial antics above an on-stage 
pool filled with 2.7 million 
litres of water in a state-of-the-
art, custom-built theatre. The 
show takes place at Al Habtoor 
City.

Beirut: 
September 6

The fourth Beirut Yoga Festival 
brings together international 
and local yoga and meditation 
teachers, speakers and healers 
for yoga classes, workshops 
and lectures about health-
related topics.

Khouribga: 
September 9-16

Up to 14 feature films from 14 
countries will compete for the 
prestigious Grand Prix Sem-
bene Ousmane of the African 
Cinema Festival. Launched in 
1977, the Khouribga African 
Film Festival is one of the old-
est film festivals in Morocco. 
The festival promotes film-
making in Africa, highlights the 
art’s potential and strengthens 
exchange and cooperation 
between African producers.

Tangier: 
September 14-17

The 18th Tangier’s Jazz Festival 
features international and local 
jazz artists at one of Morocco’s 
premier cultural events. Over 
four days, visitors can attend 
free street performances, free 
dance courses and jazz con-
certs.

Manama: 
September 14-23

Alayam Cultural Fair is a suc-
cessful book sale event with 
the participation of celebrated 
publishing houses from the 
Arab region and other coun-
tries from around the world. 
The fair is accompanied by 
many exciting cultural activi-
ties.

Cairo: 
September 22-24

CairoComix Festival, produced 
at the American University in 
Cairo’s Tahrir Square Campus, 
brings together artists, publish-
ers, speakers and fans of com-
ics from Egypt and around the 
world for an extensive three-
day programme of exhibitions, 
talks and workshops about the 
comics industry.

Travel
w w w . t h e a r a b w e e k l y . c o m

Anfeh

O 

nly three years ago, it 
was a laid-back rocky 
beach shore in the small 
fishing village of Anfeh 
in northern Lebanon. 

Today, the place, turned into a 
simplified replica of Greek islands 
with white and turquoise wooden 
cabins and chalets overlooking 
crystal-clear water, is commonly 
referred to as “Anforini” — the little 
Greece of Lebanon.

Wooden bridges, passages and 
balconies border the sea to give 
visitors a gorgeous view of the 
Mediterranean. Scattered among 
the white cabins are wind wheels 
used to pump sea water to extract 
salt. The production of sea salt 
has long been a staple of the lo-
cal economy and is referred to as 
“white gold.”

Located 65km north of Beirut, 
Anfeh, which translates as “my 

nose,” is a Greek Orthodox town 
that has largely been overlooked by 
tourists and beachgoers. Its beach 
area, called Tahet el Rih — “Under 
the Wind” — is naturally protected 
from west winds by a rocky pen-
insula that stretches deep into the 
sea.

“A decade ago there were a few 
private chalets on this beach,” said 
Ghassan Saba, owner of one of 
the beach cabins, “but three years 
ago restaurants started popping 
up attracting visitors from across 
the country and the whole place 
eventually changed and was refur-
bished to become Anforini.”

“We have the cleanest beach 
on the Lebanese coast. The mu-
nicipality built a whole new infra-
structure and sewage system for 
Anforini to make sure that nothing 
goes into the sea and pollutes the 
water,” Saba said. “The water is 
regularly tested to ensure that it is 
suitable for swimming.”

Anforini has a public, free-en-
trance beach where chairs and um-
brellas can be rented for about $10 

a day. Pubs and restaurants serving 
fresh seafood and Lebanese mezze 
line up along the 1km-long beach.

Dipping in the Mediterranean’s 
blue waters is not the only attrac-
tion in Anfeh. The village was on 
the World Monuments Watch List 
in 1998, 2000 and 2002. It is built 
around the ruins of cities dating 
to the pre-Phoenician period. It 
has several old churches and caves 
from prehistoric time and the 
Stone Age.

The best-known church is Saydet 
el-Rih — “The Lady of the Wind” 
— which is considered the oldest 
church in the eastern Mediterra-
nean. It was built during the Byz-
antine era. It is believed that sail-
ors and fishermen from the village 
built the chapel so the Virgin Mary 
would protect them as they sailed 
across the Mediterranean.

Excavations in 2012 by the ar-
chaeology department of nearby 
University of Balamand revealed 
water reservoirs dug into the rock 
beneath the church.

“The location was originally a 
Phoenician site that was used to 
produce crafts and products that 
were exported through the ad-
jacent port,” explained Georges 
Sassine, a local guide. “The actual 
church was built during the Byzan-
tine era and was later expanded by 
the Crusaders and decorated with 
frescoes.”

Remains of Byzantine mosa-
ics are still obvious outside the 
church, where more wells carved 
into the rock are found.

Besides the Lady of the Wind 
Church, Saint Semaan and Saint 
Catherine churches are the oldest 
religious edifices in the town, dat-
ing to the 12th century.

“During the Crusaders’ time 
Saint Catherine church also had a 
military role because it was used 
as a surveillance tower to moni-
tor enemy ships coming from sea,” 
Sassine said. “At a later stage, the 
church was turned into a Greek Or-
thodox church. A separation wall 
was built in the interior to divide 
the church into a praying space for 

men and another for women.”
Basins dug into the rock near 

the coast served for wine press-
ing when Anfeh was known for its 
wine production. Phoenicians and 
later the Crusaders produced wine 
from nearby vineyards.

“Wine production was later 
prohibited when the Ottomans 
conquered the area, so instead of 
pressing grapes and making wine, 
the local population started press-
ing olives and producing olive oil,” 
Sassine said.

On the rocky peninsula that 
stretches almost 1km into the sea 
on the southern edge of Anforini 
once stood a Crusader fort that 
protected the coast from invad-
ers. “The fort was destroyed by the 
Mamluks when they defeated the 
Crusaders because the Mamluks 
did not have maritime defence 
experience and were afraid that 
the Crusaders who had retreated 
to Cyprus might attempt to retake 
the fort, so they simply destroyed 
it,” explained Sassine.

Anfeh is one of the places in 
Lebanon that beat overseas travel, 
travel blogger Samar Kai said.

“It’s one of the rare public beach-
es which when you visit, you just 
feel like you have travelled to a to-
tally different country,” she said.

“The water underneath the cab-
ins is crystal clear to the point that 
you can clearly see the rocks at the 
bottom of the sea but there is so 
much more to this charming little 
village than that.”
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Saint Catherine and Saint Semaan churches in Anfeh.                          (Samar Kadi)

A beach café in Anfeh in northern Lebanon.                           (Samar Kadi)
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Anforini has a 
public,
free-entrance 
beach where 
chairs and 
umbrellas can be 
rented for about 
$10 a day. 


