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E 

uropean news outlets re-
ported that thousands of 
Algerian women staged a 
“bikini rebellion” to pro-
test conservative norms at 

beaches but local journalists found 
little substance to the claim.

Media outlets, including Ital-
ian newspaper La Stampa, French 
daily Le Parisien and British news-
paper the Daily Telegraph reported 
that approximately 3,000 women 
flocked to Algerian beaches in biki-
nis to protest harassment.

“It is a kind of bikini revolt that 
it is staged in Algeria in reaction to 
a campaign launched to stigmatise 
women who do not hide their bodies 
on beaches,” wrote Le Parisien.

“Can we get through the summer 
without the inescapable hubbub 
over the burkini and the bikini?” 
asked La Stampa. “Certainly not.”

Local journalists who scouted the 
country’s beaches on one of the days 
in early August the planned dem-
onstration was reported said they 
found nothing unusual and report-
ed a familiar scene of coexistence 
between women wearing bikinis, 
bathing suits and burkinis — the full-
body swimsuits that set off contro-
versy in Europe last year.

While women were spotted enjoy-
ing a swim in the Mediterranean, 
there was nothing resembling the 
revolt anticipated by the European 
media, local reports said.

“It is an ordinary day at the Alge-
rian beach where various swimming 
suits coexist,” wrote Kamel Mejdoub 
in the Algerian daily El Watan.

“Bikinis and burkinis are side 
by side in tolerance,” added Al-
gerian journalist Wahida Bahri of 
L’Expression after visiting beaches 

at Annaba, Tarf, Skikda and Jijel.
Zineb Hamdi of the Tout Sur 

l’Algerie (TSA) website spoke to 
several women at Skikda’s Larbi 
Ben M’Hidi beach who told her that 
wearing bikinis has been “part of Al-
geria’s traditions for a long time.”

Algerian sociologist Yasmina Ra-
hou said the story was overblown 
due to the “fantasy of foreign media 
(outlets)… to fill the summer with a 
sequel to the burkini saga of 2016.”

Last summer, controversy erupt-
ed after European countries banned 
the burkini, a swimsuit that covers 
the body and head.

In France, authorities said they 
were concerned that allowing the 
conservative apparel could feed into 
Islamists’ ideology but activists ar-
gued the choice of what to wear is a 
civil liberty.

The controversy grew after a pic-
ture of four French police hovering 
over burkini-clad women on Nice’s 

Promenade des Anglais beach went 
viral.

“Algerian society is finding itself 
between the hammer of Islamist 
extremists who want beaches for 
women under the watch of police 
squads… and the anvil of turning 
women’s bodies into market prod-
ucts as some unbridled form of mod-
ernisation by Westerners’ wants,” 
Rahou said.

“If today the bikini becomes a 
subject to feed the French media 
this has to be assimilated to a suspi-
cious campaign,” Bahri said.

Despite questions surrounding 
Algeria’s “bikini rebellion,” Algerian 
women, like many women in the 
Maghreb, regularly face harassment 
in public spaces. For many, even 
walking in the street can be a source 
of discomfort as they are often sub-
jected to hostile comments and har-
assment from men.

“In the past, women’s bodies had 
no place in public spaces,” said Yas-
mina Chouaki, an activist from Alge-
ria’s Berber-speaking Ferwa Fadhna 
N’Soumer feminist group. “When 
women were obliged to leave their 
private spheres, they were forced to 
entirely cover their bodies.

“Today women and their bodies 
seek to win place in all public spac-
es. On the beach, there is a kind of 
bargaining between the woman and 
society through clothing.”

Moroccan writer Tahar Ben Jel-
loun said women are harassed not 
only in public but also frequently at 
the workplace.

“A society where these kinds of ac-
tions occur is a cause for worry,” Jel-
loun said. “We have to say it bluntly, 
it is a sick society. We do not have ei-
ther the sense of civility or the sense 
of respect for other people.

“We do not know anymore how 
to respect the minimal laws of living 
together the way our grandparents 
lived in harmony and intelligence.”
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R 

ed taxi drivers are ramp-
ing up their war on Uber 
and other unlicensed 
ride-sharing services 
(RSS) in Casablanca, as 

authorities remain unclear on their 
stance towards the companies.

After numerous anti-Uber pro-
tests, including the display of anti-
Uber stickers on windshields and 
boots, cab drivers are resorting to 
more extreme tactics to counter the 
American-based service. In recent 
months, taxi drivers have hailed 
dozens of Uber cars and then sur-
rounded the vehicles to intimidate 
the drivers. Scenes of drivers in the 
middle of a red army are reminiscent 
of those in France two years ago.

A video showing an RSS driver 
being assaulted by red taxi drivers 
in Casablanca after his vehicle was 
blocked by three taxis went viral on 
social media.

Uber drivers have been seriously 
injured in similar altercations.

Residents of Casablanca took to 
social media to express anger at red 
taxi drivers’ behaviour.

With tensions rising, authorities 
have taken an ambiguous position, 
not legally approving RSS activities 
but still tolerating them, a loophole 
that has angered many cab drivers.

“We have tried everything 
against illegitimate RSS activities. 
We staged protests, used stick-
ers and posters, but in vain,” said 
Mohammed, a taxi driver who 
pays a monthly fee of $500 to the  
licence owner.

“The taxi has to run 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week to earn a liv-
ing. If we want to change the car, we 
must pay a substantial amount of 
money to the licence owner, which 
is insane,” he said. He drives a de-
caying Peugeot 205.

“How do you want us not to be 
angry with companies that come 
from nowhere and start operating 
without being officially licensed?” 
Mohammed asked.

Mohamed Moutaki, secretary-

general of the National Democratic 
Union of the Taxi Sector, said the 
authorities must do their work and 
issue licences to RSS to resolve the 
issue.

“We demand that RSS stop their 
activities until they get their li-
cences. In many countries compa-
nies like Uber got the sack. So why 
are the Moroccan authorities mum 
about the matter?” Moutaki asked.

“Our war is legitimate and we 
will continue our struggle as long as 
these companies are not licensed to 
operate,” he said.

One red taxi driver, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, denounced 
his colleagues’ tactics.

“There is plenty of work in Casa-
blanca. I don’t see why taxi drivers 
are using violence against Uber and 
other RSS drivers,” he said. “RSS cre-
ated job opportunities in the city 
and improved the taxi service. Let 
the authorities deal with the mat-
ter.”

Uber Maroc says its app is aimed 
at “active young people who have 
a smartphone and use their bank 
cards for online payment” and eye a 
better service.

Many RSS customers said they are 
using the service because it is faster, 
more comfortable and convenient, 
although it is more expensive. Nyzar 
Jorio said he prefers to get an Uber 
ride because the drivers drive better 
and are more reliable.

“To be honest with you, I never 
had a problem with Uber. Their 
cars are clean and you don’t have to 
share the ride with other people,” 
said Jorio.

Maria Sara Rahmani said she 
couldn’t agree more.

“RSS is available as required. I 
can plan my outings and my meet-
ings. It’s safer because you know the 
name of your driver… You cannot 
have the risk of theft and aggres-
sion,” said Rahmani.

Jorio said the only inconvenience 
is that customers sit in the front be-
cause of drivers’ desire to avoid be-
ing spotted by red taxi drivers.

“Another problem is that they 
can’t do drop-offs and pickups at the 
airports,” he said.

Searching for new tactics. Moroccan taxi drivers check the Uber 
application as they wait for customers in Casablanca.                    (AFP)

Residents of 
Casablanca took 
to social media to 
express anger at 
red taxi drivers’ 
behaviour.

Uber drivers have 
been seriously 
injured in some 
altercations.

Not many bikinis. An Algerian woman plays with a child on the sand at a public beach in the capital 
Algiers.                                                                                                                                                                                (AFP)
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public but also 
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workplace.


