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lgerian President Ab-
delaziz Bouteflika has 
fired Prime Minister 
Abdelmajid Tebboune, 
making him the coun-

try’s shortest-tenured premier in 55 
years.

Tebboune, who was appointed 
to the post less than three months 
ago, was replaced as prime minister 
on August 15 by Ahmed Ouyahia, a 
career diplomat who held the posi-
tion three times previously.

Tebboune’s fall from grace came 
after a power struggle with Said 
Bouteflika, the president’s brother 
and adviser, culminated in a pub-
lic spat over Algerian businessman 
Ali Haddad, who has been accused 
of using business links to influence 
the political process.

Tebboune, who launched a cam-
paign against corruption and cor-
porate influence in politics, took 
public aim at Haddad, dismissing 
him as persona non grata from an 
inauguration ceremony on July 15.

Haddad, president of the pow-
erful Algerian Business Leaders’ 
Forum (FCE) and a close friend 
of Said Bouteflika, was hit with 
government notices urging him 
to speed up work on 26 high-level 
government projects contracted to 
his construction company, ETRHB 
Haddad.

Tebboune’s salvo against Haddad 
was supported by Algeria’s political 
class, which expressed hope that 
the move signified a lasting change 
in policy.

“Mr Tebboune, your stand has 
earned you the support of the pub-
lic and a margin of goodwill and 
trust. Please do not let the people 
down. If you were to back down, 
you would harvest unrest and re-
bellion,” Sofiene Jilani, who leads 
the main centrist New Generation 
Party, said in a statement.

“If the defenders of the status 
quo win and the government loses, 
the country will likely plunge into 
chaos and a popular rebellion.”

Other opposition politicians 
voiced support for Tebboune’s 
campaign, although analysts 
doubted whether someone from 
the regime would have the freedom 
to face down a key part of the same 
regime.

“In this kind of fight in Algeria, 
the survival of one camp depends 

on the destruction of the opposite 
side,” political analyst Rabia Said 
said.

Tebboune’s move had at least 
one prominent detractor — Said 
Bouteflika — and Tebboune`s sub-
sequent removal hammered home 
the message that Said Bouteflika 
carries the most influence with the 
ailing president.

During a ceremony July 30 hon-
ouring former Prime Minister Red-
ha Malek, who died the day before, 
Said Bouteflika made a public show 
of support for Haddad, greeting 
him with a long embrace in front 
of the cameras. The gesture was in-
terpreted as a rebuke of Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika’s anti-corruption efforts.

The event marked the first time 
that Said Bouteflika, who usually 
works behind the scenes, publicly 
involved himself in governmental 
politics.

“July 30 will remain as the day 
when Said Bouteflika buried the 
ambition and dreams of Tebboune 
to separate money from poli-
tics,” said political analyst Lounes 
Guemache. “It is a slap in the face 
to the premier.”

“Said Bouteflika emerges from 
the shadow once and for all,” added 
political analyst Achira Mammeri.

The political infighting comes 
amid speculation over Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika, whose term as presi-
dent is to end in 2019.

A fact-finding mission by mem-
bers of the French upper parlia-
mentary house stated that Boutef-
lika “enjoys a genuine legitimacy 
he earned namely at the end of the 
black decade.”

“The possibility of his candidacy 
for a fifth mandate in 2019 seems 
furthermore not rto be uled out,” 
the report added.

Bouteflika, 80, gained popular-
ity after putting an end in 2002 to 
an Islamist insurgency that claimed 
the lives of an estimated 200,000 
people. However, his policies to 
liberalise the economy allowed 
the expansion of crony capitalism, 
which Algerians blame for limiting 
economic progress to the hands of 
a few.

“In the 1960s, the army selected 
the president and in the 1990s the 
intelligence apparatus decided 
who would be president but under 
Bouteflika, the contaminated mon-
ey has become a power to contend 
with,” said political commentator 
Bouokba Saad.

Former Finance Minister Abdel-
latif Benachenou described the 
country’s crony capitalists as “pil-
lagers.”

“Suddenly, the world’s biggest 
capitals, with their jewellery stores, 
real estate and all the rest are regu-
larly being visited by newly rich Al-
gerians with pockets full of foreign 
currencies smuggled out of Alge-
ria,” he said.

“The disorderly opening of the 
economy has handed over the 
country to pillagers who enjoy con-
nections within the political sys-
tem.”

Haddad is at the centre of such 
criticism. Government documents 
leaked to the media indicated he 
won billions of dollars in govern-
ment contracts and then out-
sourced the work to foreign firms 
for additional profit.

Haddad was the first among the 
country’s politicians and business-
men to congratulate Ouyahia, call-
ing him “a dear friend” after his 
showdown with Tebboune.

Ouyahia, like Haddad, is from the 
restive Berber-speaking Kabylie re-
gion, which has been a bastion of 
secularist opposition to successive 
presidents since Algeria’s inde-
pendence in 1962.

Since his first appointment as 
prime minister in 1995, Ouyahia has 
skilfully handled several crises and 
adapted his posture to the priorities 
of the sitting president.

A Berber speaker, Ouyahia is 
credited with expanding Arabic lan-
guage use across the country. He 
also mediated a deal with Islamist 
insurgents to end a civil war that 
raged from 1992-2003.

In 2008, Ouyahia oversaw an 
amendment to the constitution that 
effectively extended Bouteflika’s 
stay in power before spearheading 
a legal manoeuvre to reinstate the 
two-term limit on the presidency in 
2016.

Algerian analysts said the ap-
pointment of Ouyahia, who is con-
sidered an aspiring successor to 
Bouteflika, was aimed at stabilising 
the regime.

“The decisions by Tebboune had 
instilled hope among broad sections 
of the society that positive regime 
change amid serenity could be pos-
sible,” said Louisa Hanoune, leader 
of the leftist Socialist Party, “but it 
is important to recognise that the 
strange replacement of the prime 
minister showed once again that 
this regime is incapable of change.”

Political analyst Ali Idir said Teb-
boune lost the power struggle but 

had rallied support among the 
people despite his short ten-

ure.
“It is clear that Teb-

boune had gained 
further traction with 
the population as the 

campaigns to back him 
on social media showed. 

For a broad section of the pub-
lic opinion, he is perceived as 

the man who sought to battle the 
powers of money,” Idir said.

Tebboune, as he left the gov-
ernment’s headquarters, said that 
“every mission had an end.” He did 
not say what he planned to do in the 
future. Some former prime minis-
ters have formed political parties to 
influence regime change from out-
side the establishment.

Lamine Ghanmi is an Arab Weekly 
correspondent in Tunis.

The president’s man. Ahmed Ouyahia gives a speech during a 
parliamentary election campaign in Algiers, last April.           (Reuters) 

Ripple effects. A Moroccan woman flashes the V sign for victory 
during a protest calling for gender equality in Rabat.                    (AFP)
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T 

he call for gender equality 
in inheritance resurfaced 
in Morocco following Tu-
nisian President Beji Caid 
Essebsi’s move to amend 

the law on inheritance to guarantee 
equality between men and women 
in his country.

If the parliament passes the 
measure and it is enacted, Tunisia 
would be the first Arab country and 
fourth Muslim country to adopt 
equal inheritance.

In a speech that coincided with 
National Women’s Day, Caid Es-
sebsi announced the formation of a 
committee to study applying equal-
ity between men and women in all 
fields.

Saida Idrissi, president of the 
Democratic Association of Moroc-
can Women (ADFM), hailed the 
move as a major human rights vic-
tory for Tunisian women.

“With a conservative govern-
ment we have in Morocco, the road 
will be very long before we emulate 
Tunisia on women’s rights,” Idrissi 
said.

In 2016, a legislative initiative to 
change the inheritance system was 
submitted by 27 Tunisian members 
of parliament but was met with 
fierce opposition.

In Morocco, there has been a long 
debate about the issue, with activ-
ists and religious figures calling 
for equal inheritance. Sharia law 
dictates that women inherit half of 
what their brothers do.

Preacher Mohamed Abdelouahab 
Rafiki, known as Abu Hafs, said that 
what happened in Tunisia was a 
bold step that should be considered 
in Morocco.

“I think it is not surprising in a 
country like Tunisia, which was the 
forerunner of several initiatives in 
this section (women’s rights),” said 
Abou Hafs, who received death 
threats after calling for the amend-
ment of the inheritance law in April 
on television.

“The dynamism of civil society 
besides the interaction of the Board 
of Muftis, which encouraged the 
call contrary to what we see from 
the official institutions’ opposition 

in the rest of Muslim countries, 
should be hailed,” he said

“Morocco is better than other 
countries although it still needs 
more effort on this subject (equal 
inheritance). The debate on it has 
become more powerful. It is no 
longer a taboo as it was before and 
there are official institutions that 
interacted positively with the sub-
ject, such as the National Council 
for Human Rights. Overall, I see 
that the situation will soon devel-
op.”

Idrissi said Morocco’s 2011 Con-
stitution stipulates gender equal-
ity in all fields, including economic 
rights that “enclose inheritance.”

“Given that inheritance is a very 
important economic issue, men 
do not want to share this wealth 
to which women have contributed 
but men always bring the argument 
that the sacredness of inheritance 
should not be touched while there 
are many things that are more sa-
cred, such as the illegality of usury,” 
she said.

Opponents of equal inheritance 
argue that the law must be kept as 
it is because God’s words are divine 
and not subject to any interpreta-
tion.

Nasser Rennaj, a 49-year-old en-
trepreneur, insists that the current 
inheritance law cannot be changed 
“because God knows better than 
anyone else the reasons of dividing 
inheritance between the two gen-
ders.”

Abou Hafs denied that the call for 
equal inheritance was in opposition 
to Islam and the Quran.

“As I understand, the verses in 
the Quran dealt with a particular 
situation and chose the best laws 
that existed at the time, as a begin-
ning to achieve equality, which is 
a noble value that Islam can only 
come to and call for,” he said

“There are Quranic verses on ji-
had and punishments that are not 
applied today and have been sub-
ject to the logic of human develop-
ment. Texts of inheritance should 
be similarly dealt with,”

Idrissi said: “We will launch the 
battle for equality in inheritance 
and claim our rights.”

Saad Guerraoui is a contributor 
to The Arab Weekly on Maghreb 
issues.
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