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Moroccan king
blasts political
parties for failure
to contain crisis
Saad Guerraoui

London

M

oroccan King Mohammed VI’s criticism of
the country’s political parties for failing
to contain the crisis
in the Rif region and not meeting
Moroccans’ economic and political aspirations led political analyst
Mohammed Afry to say the king
had stripped them of any remaining
credibility.
“I wonder if the civil society associations can play the role of political
parties and fill the void,” Afry said
after the July 29 speech by King Mohammed VI to mark the 18th anniversary of his ascension the throne.
“Note that the majority of these
political parties have not gained for
a long time the confidence of all citizens, especially after the legislative
elections, which produced a government of ministers who remain
highly controversial because of their
failure to manage the affairs of their
own parties and their failure in some
of their governmental responsibilities,” Afry said

Protesters are still
taking to the streets,
although to a much
lesser extent, to
denounce
corruption and
marginalisation.
King Mohammed VI slammed
politicians and government officials
who “vie for the spotlight to derive
benefits from the achievements
made, both politically and in terms
of media exposure.”
“Vying for media exposure and
political wins has led parties and
politicians to forget their primary
mission in serving the public,” he

said. “The desire to seek the limelight is contrasted with a completely
different behaviour when things go
wrong. In this case, officials and politicians hide behind the Royal Palace
and ascribe everything to it.
“As a result, citizens turn to the
monarchy because politicians cannot get things done nor respond to
people’s demands,” the king said.
The king lashed out for the first
time at political parties for failing to
contain the crisis in the Al Hoceima
region.
“The fact that political parties and
their representatives refrain from
performing their mission — sometimes deliberately, and sometimes
out of a lack of credibility or patriotism — has further compounded the
situation,” King Mohammed VI said.
The restive Rif region has been a
scene of eight months of protests
since the gruesome death of fishmonger Mouhcine Fikri, who was
crushed inside a rubbish truck October 28, 2016, in Al Hoceima while
apparently protesting the seizure
and destruction of hundreds of kilograms of swordfish, which are not
allowed to be caught in autumn.
Fikri’s death sparked the emergence of a grass-roots movement
called Al-Hirak al-Shaabi — Popular
Movement — demanding improvement in social justice, jobs and
health care.
Yahya Ahrepou, a car salesman
from the Rif region, said it was about
time the king reprimanded the political parties. “Overall, I’m happy
with the content of the speech. AlHoceima citizens are now more optimistic. The king talked the talk but
we want to see the government walk
the walk,” Ahrepou said.
Afry said that after Moroccan
King Mohammed VI’s speech, there
would be no room for the slightest
initiative of any political party towards the Rif crisis except within a
governmental framework.
“The speech ended the role of
the parties towards these events,

Royal anger. Morocco’s King Mohammed VI (C) delivering a speech to mark the anniversary of his
accession to the throne, beside his brother Prince Moulay Rachid (R) and son Hassan III in Tetouan,
on July 29. 									
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especially those that failed to manage the protests issued a statement
in which they branded protesters as
separatists, before the government
calmed the situation by issuing a
counter-statement saying that the
protests were legitimate,” he said.

Political analyst
Mohammed Afry said
the king had stripped
the country’s
political parties of
any remaining
credibility.
Property developer Khalid Amry
said the king’s speech must be put
into practice.
“The administration must wake
up and update itself to translate the
speech into action. That way we will
feel that our investments are safe in
Morocco,” he said. “Many investors
are facing bureaucratic hurdles for
their projects and unlawful competition, which is hampering the economic activity in our country.”
In June, King Mohammed VI criticised the government for failing to
implement the 2015 development
programme in the Rif region to improve the region’s infrastructure.
Protesters are still taking to the

streets, although to a much lesser
extent, to denounce corruption and
marginalisation despite the government’s relaunch of the programme.
In his July 29 speech, the king criticised the public sector, particularly
the civil service, for its poor governance and weak performance.
“One of the problems which
impede Morocco’s progress is the
weakness of the civil service, be it
in terms of governance, efficiency or
the quality of the services provided
to citizens,” he said
The king warned those in positions of power to either do their
jobs properly or quit.
“To all those concerned I
say: ‘Enough is enough!’
Fear God in what you are
perpetrating against your
homeland,” he said. “Either
discharge your obligations fully
or withdraw from public life.”
Amry said that any politician or
civil servant must be held into account for their wrongdoings and incompetence.
“By doing so, Morocco will gain
the trust of both its citizens and investors,” he said.
Saad Guerraoui is a contributor
to The Arab Weekly on Maghreb
issues.

The Rif crisis
and Morocco’s
political deadlock
The Islamist Justice and Development Party (PJD) won Morocco’s
parliamentary elections on October 7. Abdelilah Benkirane was
tasked by Moroccan King Mohammed VI to form a coalition government because the PJD failed to win
an absolute majority.
The death of fishmonger Mouhcine Fikri October 28 in El Hoceima sparked a grass-roots movement calling for improved social
justice, jobs and health care in the
Rif region.
Morocco has been through a
political deadlock after Benkirane
was unable to form a government
and the neglected Rif region has
been embroiled in regular protests.
King Mohammed VI replaced
Benkirane in March with Saad Eddine El Othmani, who managed to
form a majority government but
the change did not quell unrest in
the Rif region.
(The Arab Weekly)

King Mohammed VI launches new political contract
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uly 29 was no ordinary day
in Morocco. Millions of
Moroccans waited
impatiently for the king’s
Throne Day speech. For
nine months, the country
had been gripped by a social and
political crisis symbolised by
demonstrations in the Rif region
and they hoped the speech would
provide a resolution.
During that time, Morocco’s
political class engaged in territorial wars and finger-pointing. The
people had lost hope in the
political class and expected the
king to give the last word on the
situation.
This was the second time the
people of Morocco had eagerly
anticipated the king’s speech. The
first time was March 9, 2011,
during the height of the “Arab
spring.” On that day, the Moroccan monarch announced a major
constitutional amendment that
expanded the prerogative of the
head of government and personally guaranteed his commitment
to transparent democratic
elections.

Slightly deviating from
tradition, the king devoted
almost his entire speech to
internal affairs.

It was the most comprehensive
constitutional amendment since
1962. Morocco’s new constitution
granted greater rights and
advantages to minorities and
focused on human rights, economic development, social justice
and freedom of expression.
Constitutions, however, do not
create the political class nor
generate new mentalities. They
simply create the right context for
political, economic and cultural
work. If the existing political class
is incapable of absorbing the
constitutional changes and
responding to the higher expectations of the state, then new
constitutional advantages are
worth no more than the paper
they’re written on. They would
simply remain hollow slogans
because the political class would
be unable to rise to the higher
standards set by the constitution.
King Mohammed VI understood
that the process he started six
years ago was not leading to the
expected results, which explains
the severe tone of the monarch’s
speech on July 29. He was
attempting to turn the country
back on the right track.
King Mohammed VI’s speech
marked the first time he had
publicly and severely criticised
the Moroccan political class. The
monarch expressed his loss of

faith in the political class and
wondered aloud about the benefit
of institutions, elections, political
parties and governments if the
country were to revert to square
one.
The king’s sentiments and
words echoed those of the
citizens. For the average citizen,
the political class considers
political work not as a means to
serve the higher interests of the
citizen but as a quick way to get
rich and powerful. In his speech,
the king was definitely on the side
of the average citizen.
The king was very critical of
government officials who hide
behind the royal palace when
they fail their missions and thus
place the royal institution in
direct conflict with the citizens.
He called on those officials to
resign their posts and give the
chance to other citizens because
Morocco is rich with competent
men and women. He said that not
upholding one’s responsibilities
was a form of betrayal.
It was obvious that King
Mohammed VI had become very
dissatisfied with how public
affairs were being managed in the
country.
Slightly deviating from tradition, the king devoted almost his
entire speech to internal affairs.
The Western Sahara dispute was

The king
understood
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process he
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was not
leading to
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results.

brought up briefly towards the
end of his speech.
The king has been steadfast in
backing reforms in Morocco. This
time, however, he was unwavering and insisted on applying the
second clause of the constitution,
which ties public office with
accountability. When government
officials lose sight of accountability, they become too complacent
and ignore systematic deficiencies.
It is expected that concrete
punitive measures will be
considered against some government officials, especially considering the expected conclusions of
the investigations launched a
month ago into the blocked
development projects in the Rif
region.
In his speech, the king was
clear. “We are in a new phase
where there is no difference in
citizenship rights and responsibilities between a state official
and a citizen,” he said. “There will
be no escaping from responsibility or punishment.”
The king has sealed a new
political contract between the
state and the citizens and
between the political class and
the citizens.
Driss el-Ganbouri is a Moroccan
writer.

