
11July 30, 2017

O
ne damning report 
follows another: 
Amnesty Interna-
tional and the British 
House of Lords have 
issued studies 

pointing to the European Union’s 
utter failure to stem the flow of 
refugees from Libya to Europe in 
recent years. Indeed, some EU 
policies have made the situation 
worse.

The situation in Libya is unlikely 
to improve soon but few European 
politicians dare tell their voters 
the truth: That there is no quick 
fix to the crisis and more long term 
thinking about the root causes of 
the problem is critical.

Leaving sinking refugees to die 
at sea is a ruthless tactic of 
deterrence that has been endorsed 
de facto by many European 
leaders but it does not work and 
the sooner this is admitted, the 
better the chance of reducing the 
number of casualties. In 2016, the 
number of drownings in the 
central Mediterranean totalled 
more than 4,500 people, com-
pared with 3,175 in 2015. The 
numbers continue to rise.

The Amnesty International 
report argued that, instead of 
trying to prevent further loss of 
life by deploying more ships for 
rescue operations near Libyan 
territorial waters, the European 
Union has focused on preventing 
refugees and migrants from 
departing Libya to keep the 
number of arrivals down.

The bare statistics show the 
magnitude of the problem. Italy’s 
Interior Ministry recorded 170,000 
arrivals in 2014, 153,800 in 2015, 
181,400 last year and 73,380 in 
2017, a 14% increase over the same 
period in 2016. Most of the 
migrants are from sub-Saharan 
Africa, with Nigeria being the 
most common country of origin, 
followed by Guinea, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Gambia, Senegal and Mali; 44% of 
those requesting asylum were 
entitled to some form of protec-
tion in Italy in the first half of 2017.

Enhanced border controls with 
some of Europe’s neighbours, such 
as Turkey, have driven some 
groups, notably from Bangladesh, 
to attempt the more perilous 
Libyan route. The report said: “It is 
a measure of refugees’ and 
migrants’ despair and determina-
tion that tens of thousands of them 
continue to choose a route that, 
even before embarking on an 
extremely perilous sea crossing 
exposes them to violence, rape, 
beatings and other abuses during 
the crossing of the desert, and 
once again in Libya.”

Deaths in the desert crossing, a 
result of violence, exhaustion or 
abandonment by smugglers, go 
largely unaccounted for. Civil wars 
in Côte d’Ivoire and northern 
Nigeria have forced many people 
to flee.

The UNHCR report, “Forced 
Displacement in 2016,” points out 
that, by the end of that year, 65.6 
million individuals were dis-
placed, double that of 20 years ago. 
Meanwhile, conflicts in Afghani-
stan, Syria and many African 
countries, such as Sudan, show 
little sign of ending.

Regarding the central Mediter-
ranean, the House of Lords’ 
inquiry concluded that the EU 
naval mission’s ways of confront-
ing people-smuggling increased 
the number of deaths at sea. The 
report, from the external affairs 
sub-committee, concluded that 
the naval operation mandate 
should not be renewed because it 
has had little effect on the flow of 
irregular migrants.

Operation Sophia should, 
however, continue its search-and-
rescue work as it has been a 
humanitarian success but it should 
use non-military vessels.

Indeed, the report’s findings are 
not alone in pointing out that the 
destruction of 452 boats used in 
smuggling operations led to a 
change in the smugglers’ “busi-
ness model.” They are no longer 
sending larger boats that can carry 

Failed EU migration policy produces a perfect storm
up to 600 people but inflatables 
that can pick up refugees 20km off 
the Libyan coast. These dinghies 
account for 70% of all boats 
leaving the Libyan shores, 
inevitably increasing the risk of 
death at sea.

This is a story of unintended 
consequences, as was the military 
operation backed by France, 
Britain and the United States in 
2011 that began as an effort to 
protect the inhabitants of Beng-
hazi who had risen against Libyan 
leader Muammar Qaddafi and 
ended up ousting the dictator.

Neither country nor the Euro-
pean Union nor NATO thought 
through the consequences of a 
collapsing Libya. We are living 
with the consequences today, 
which include chaos in Libya and 
increased refugees in Tunisia, 
which has been made more fragile 
by the huge increase in smuggling, 
notably of weapons, across its 
southern border.

From the Mare Nostrum 
programme that began in late 
2013, through Triton and now to 
Sophia, the European Union has 
failed to break up the smuggling 
networks. No European country is 
willing to lead the effort and NGOs 
have filled the gap.

The European Union recently 
began providing support to the 
Libyan Coast Guard but whether 
the latter can operate as a legiti-
mate national force is doubtful. 
Not only are there numerous 
allegations that it colludes with 
smugglers, the way Libya and its 
mafias treat Africans is appalling. 
This has been the case for decades.

To blame rescuers for acting as a 
pull factor ignores the bleak 
reality that the number of people 
fleeing Africa is increasing. The 
push factor trumps the pull one. 
Until Europeans — be they 
xenophobes, politicians trying to 
bury their head in the sand or 
humanitarians — reach an under-
standing, devising a more respon-
sible policy will be impossible.
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The situation in Libya is unlikely 
to improve soon but few 
European politicians dare tell 
their voters the truth.

T 

he European Union 
has adopted limits on 
the export of inflatable 
boats and outboard mo-
tors to Libya in a bid to 

make it harder for smugglers to 
send migrants to Europe.

The decision by the foreign 
ministers of the 28 EU members 
is the latest to help a chaotic and 
violence-torn Libya stem the flow 
of migrants to Italy, now the main 
route to the European Union.

“We took a decision to intro-
duce restrictions from today on-
ward on the export and supply to 
Libya of the inflatable boats and 
motors,” EU foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini said.

“These devices are used by traf-
fickers for smuggling activities. 
This decision we have taken on 
the European Union level will 
help make their businesses and 
lives even more complicated.”

An EU statement said there 
would be a legal basis to block the 
supply of dinghies and outboard 
motors to Libya if there were 
“reasonable grounds” to suspect 
they would be used by people 
smugglers and human traffickers.

The restrictions also apply to 
such goods if they are transiting 
through the European Union to 
Libya, a move that would, in the-
ory, affect China where many of 
the items are manufactured.

Fishermen and others who 
have legitimate reasons to use 
the dinghies and motors would 
still be able to import them, the 
council said.

In practice, EU countries could 
deny licenses to import-export 
businesses suspected of supply-
ing smugglers, EU sources said.

Italian authorities registered 
85,000 arrivals on the country’s 
coasts the first six months of the 
year.

(Agence France-Presse)
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T 

he United Kingdom has 
not accepted a single un-
accompanied child refu-
gee from Europe under 
the Dubs amendment this 

year. This shocking revelation that 
the British government is failing 
to fulfil even the bare minimum it 
promised for the most vulnerable 
child refugees raises major ques-
tions about the country’s moral ob-
ligations.

The Dubs amendment was passed 
in April 2016, part of a campaign to 
accept 3,000 unaccompanied refu-
gee children in camps in Europe into 
Britain. British authorities initially 
said they would accept 350 unac-
companied minors but increased 
the figure to 480. Yet, only 200 un-
accompanied refugee children have 
been transferred to the United King-
dom — none in 2017.

A parliamentary vote in Febru-
ary effectively scrapped the Dubs 
scheme, although the remaining 
150 places were to be filled, partic-
ularly as many child refugees had 
been accepted. It looks increasingly 
likely that the government intends 
to renege on its meagre commit-
ments.

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s beleaguered government has 
tried to defend its record on refu-
gees by saying that it has granted 
asylum or some form of leave to 
more than 8,000 children in 2016. 
That leaves tens of thousands of 
child refugees stranded in camps 

across Europe.
This shocking lack of action was 

revealed following an urgent par-
liamentary question from outgoing 
Liberal Democrat leader Tim Far-
ron. Proof of the government’s re-
cent inaction on child refugees was 
met with cross-party criticism, with 
MPs and activists calling on the gov-
ernment to do more.

“I have visited the camps in 
Greece and elsewhere, something 
neither the home secretary nor the 
prime minister have done. I have 
met these children who, through 
no fault of their own, find their lives 
paused as ministers have chosen to 
ignore them,” Farron said.

Farron said some child refugees 
accepted under the scheme had 
been waiting for more than a year to 
be transferred. “The horrific truth 
is that the longer this goes on, the 
more likely these children will go 
missing and fall into the evil hands 
of traffickers. Will the government 
step up or continue to ignore the 
plight of these desperate children?” 
he asked.

UNICEF — the world’s leading or-
ganisation working for children in 
danger — also slammed the British 
government for its lack of action.

“It’s unacceptable that we have 
seen no children brought under the 
Dubs scheme this year. As a nation 
we showed our compassions, and 

our principles when we helped ref-
ugee children stranded in Calais but 
we were told this was not the end of 
the story,” UNICEF UK Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director Lily Caprani said in 
a release.

“We are seeing too many children 
still having to make dangerous jour-
neys to reach safety. It’s time for a 
sustainable solution.”

There needs to be a sustainable 
and expanded solution to this crisis. 
The scant assistance that the British 
government has offered refugees 
from countries that have been di-
rectly harmed by UK foreign policy 
— and occasionally British bombs — 
is not good enough. That is doubly 
the case for the most vulnerable un-
accompanied child refugees.

The Dubs amendment, champi-
oned by Labour peer Lord Alfred 
Dubs, who reached the United King-
dom from Czechoslovakia as a child 
refugee fleeing the Nazis during the 
second world war, was a uniquely 
humanitarian piece of legislation. 
At a time when things seem to be go-
ing from bad to worse in the United 
Kingdom, such legislation must be 
fulfilled and, indeed, resurrected.

After a regressive Brexit vote last 
year that was overshadowed by im-
migration fears, it seems that the 
United Kingdom is retreating into 
itself. This is an impulse that must 
be fought against and one in which 
May’s ailing Conservative govern-
ment must not indulge. Britain is a 
part of the world. When it fails to 
provide care to the most vulner-
able of all refugees, this is a moral 
failure.

That is a sentiment that Lord Dubs 
himself echoed, writing for Britain’s 

Independent newspaper.
“When we look at any child and 

think of them as too much of a 
stranger to care for them, we lost 
the battle against the forces that 
forced them to leave their homes 
and families behind,” he said.

“The British public now have 

shown immense support for the 
protection of child refugees from 
Africa and the Middle East seeking 
protection on our soil, yet our gov-
ernment has gone back on its prom-
ises, its laws and its moral obliga-
tions. It is now up to us to change 
their path.”

Is the UK doing enough to help child refugees?
Mahmud el-Shafey

Show of solidarity. Children hold a box of signed petitions to urge 
the British government to consult with local authorities on their 
ability to accommodate vulnerable refugee children from Europe, 
last February.                                                                                              (AFP)
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