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audi Arabia restated that 
the dispute with fellow 
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) member Qatar 
will continue and that the 

measures taken by Riyadh and 
its allies will remain in place until 
Doha complies with their demands.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt is-
sued a joint statement reiterating 
the four countries’ commitment 
to ensuring “the current measures 
would continue until the Qatari 
authorities were committed to 
complying with all demands that 
guarantee fighting terrorism and 
achieving stability and security in 
the region.”

There was confusion after Sau-
di UN Ambassador Abdallah al-
Mouallimi urged Doha to adhere 
to six principles to resolve the 
dispute, a statement that was in-
terpreted by foreign media as a sof-
tening of the initial 13 demands.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain 
and Egypt issued 13 demands for 
Qatar to comply with to have sanc-
tions lifted. The list included Qatar 
shutting down the Al Jazeera me-
dia network, cutting off ties with 
radical groups and downgrading 
those with Iran. Doha refused to 
act on the demands.

The six principles mentioned by 
Mouallimi during a question-and-
answer session with journalists at 
the United Nations included a com-
mitment to combat extremism, ter-

rorism and its financing, the prohi-
bition of all acts of incitement and a 
commitment to refrain from inter-
fering in the internal affairs of oth-
er countries. They had previously 
been mentioned in a statement by 
the four boycotting countries’ for-
eign ministers following a meeting 
July 5 in Cairo.

Some media outlets quoted 
Mouallimi as saying it “should be 
easy for the Qataris to accept” the 
six principles. Speaking to the Sau-
di-owned Al Arabiya network, he 
denied making such statements, 
adding that “Qatar has to imple-

ment all the demands” and that 
“we are going to head to interna-
tional forums, including the [UN] 
Security Council, if Qatar does not 
comply.”

The UAE Ambassador to Russia 
Omar Saif Ghobash said Doha’s ties 
to terrorist organisations had com-
promised the war in Yemen, where 
a Saudi-led coalition is fighting in 
support of the internationally rec-
ognised government against the 
Iran-allied Houthi rebels.

In an interview with the BBC’s 
“HARDtalk,” Ghobash said Qatar 
informed al-Qaeda’s Yemen branch 

of a pending military operation, 
resulting in the terror network con-
ducting a suicide bombing opera-
tion, injuring Emirati soldiers.

“Our Qatari allies informed al-
Qaeda of our precise location and 
what we were planning to do. We 
then received four suicide bombers 
at our door,” Ghobash said.

Ghobash said audio and video 
evidence shows “known individu-
als in Qatar giving instructions to 
known individuals whether it’s in 
Yemen, Libya or in Syria on carry-
ing out certain acts.”

The crisis broke out after state-

ments attributed to Qatari Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
criticising US foreign policy and 
praising Iran were carried by the 
official Qatar News Agency. Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt 
severed diplomatic ties with Doha 
on June 5, saying that Qatar inter-
feres in their countries’ internal 
affairs and has supported radical 
groups such as Hamas, the Taliban 
and the Muslim Brotherhood.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the
Gulf section editor of The Arab 
Weekly.
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M 

uch has been said and 
written about Qatar’s 
ties to and support of 
the Muslim Brother-
hood domestically 

and abroad. Equally well-docu-
mented is the Gulf country’s less-
than-clandestine support for al-
Qaeda and its offshoots before and 
after the September 11, 2001, attacks 
on the United States.

Doha’s alleged support for ex-
tremist groups was brought to the 
forefront in its conflict with four 
other Arab countries, a former US 
counterterrorism official publicly 
highlighted the severity of the coun-
try’s involvement.

In a recent column in the New 
York Daily News, Richard Clarke, 
who led the Counter-terrorism Se-
curity Group in the Clinton and 
George H.W. Bush administrations, 
gave a detailed account of Qatar’s 
harbouring individuals the United 
States and other countries have des-
ignated as terrorist supporters, in-
cluding Khalid Sheikh Mohammed 
(KSM), the alleged mastermind of 
the 9/11 attacks.

Clarke said the accusations levied 
at Qatar go back as many as 20 years. 
KSM appeared on the US intelligence 
community’s radar after the 1993 at-
tack on the World Trade Centre and 
the bombing of Philippine Airlines 
Flight 434. Both operations were 
supposedly financed by him and 
perpetrated by his nephew Ramzi 
Yousef and other co-conspirators.

In 1996, the US intelligence com-
munity “found (KSM) in Qatar, 
where he had been given a patron-
age job in the Water Department,” 
Clarke said.

Clarke wrote that, in a pre-9/11 
world, counterterrorism operations 
were difficult to get approval for, 
so the option of an extraordinary 
rendition mission — a government-
sponsored abduction from country 
to country — was not possible.

“The Qataris had a history of ter-
rorist sympathies and one cabinet 
member in particular, a member 
of the royal family, seemed to have 
ties to groups like al-Qaeda and ap-
peared to have sponsored KSM,” 
wrote Clarke about the US govern-
ment’s reservations in asking Doha 
to hand him over.

Although not mentioned by 
name by Clarke, the member of the 
Qatari royal family in question was 
former Qatari Minister of Religious 
Affairs and Interior Minister Abdul-
lah bin Khalid al-Thani, ABC News 
reported. He is the uncle of Qatari 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani.

With their options limited, US of-
ficials contacted the Qatari leader-
ship directly regarding the matter. 
Clarke said that “within hours of 
the US ambassador’s meeting with 
the emir, KSM had gone to ground. 
In tiny Doha, no one was able to 

find him. Later, the Qataris told us 
that they believe he had left the 
country. They never told us how.”

KSM allegedly was the master-
mind behind the 9/11 attacks in 
2001, the Bali bombings in 2002 
and the killing of Wall Street Jour-
nal reporter Daniel Pearl. He was 
captured in a raid in Pakistan in 
2003 and has been a prisoner at 
Guantanamo Bay since 2006.

The story of KSM’s ties to the 
Qatari government does not end 
there. In recent years, calls by the 
United States and the United Na-
tions for Doha to hand over a for-
mer Qatari Central Bank official for 
supporting KSM and al-Qaeda have 
been largely ignored.

In 2008, the US Treasury Depart-
ment designated Khalifa Muham-
mad Turki al-Subaiy a terrorist 
financier for “providing financial 
and material support to al-Qaeda.” 
After Subaiy was found guilty in ab-
sentia in a Bahraini court for terror 
offences, he was sent to jail in Qatar 
but was released six months later.

Despite being assured by Qa-
tari officials that Subaiy was being 
monitored and was under control, 
Subaiy was implicated in terror fi-
nancing for allegedly transferring 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to the Pakistani branch of al-Qaeda, 
Wiki-Leaks said.

In 2014, US officials said Subaiy 
was operating freely in Doha and 
was funding terrorists in Iraq and 
Syria. Recently, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and 
Egypt included Subaiy on a list of 59 
individuals, based in Qatar, wanted 
for support and involvement in ter-
rorism.
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Unfriendly fire. Emirati soldiers stand guard as military equipment is being unloaded from a military plane at the airport of Yemen’s 
southern port city of Aden.                                                                                                                                                                                                             (Reuters)

Qatar was accused of 
disclosing information 
about Yemen war to 
al-Qaeda causing 
injury of Emirati 
troops.
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The mastermind. A picture purportedly showing al-Qaeda’s Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed, supposed mastermind of the September 11, 
2001, attacks at the Guantanamo Bay detention camp.                 (AFP)

 The accusations 
levied at Qatar go 
back as many as 20 
years.


