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Iranian threats ratchet 
up tensions with US
Washington

I 

ranian President Hassan Ro-
hani vowed to resist and re-
taliate against any economic 
sanctions that US President 
Donald Trump imposes on Iran 

after the Trump administration an-
nounced sanctions against 18 Irani-
an individuals and companies.

The Trump administration had 
already certified that Tehran had 
met its obligations under the nucle-
ar deal signed in 2015 after the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency 
confirmed Iran’s adherence to that 
agreement.

The new sanctions, a White House 
statement said, were imposed due 
to Iran’s violation of “the spirit” of 
the nuclear deal — presumably a 
reference to Tehran’s development 
of ballistic missile capabilities — as 
well as Iran’s “malign activities” 
that undercut the “positive contri-
butions” of the nuclear deal.

Trump warned of “new and seri-
ous consequences” unless Tehran 
returned Americans “unjustly de-
tained” in Iran, the White House 
said in a statement July 21. The 
United States is seeking the return 
of Robert Levinson, a former law 
enforcement officer who disap-
peared more than ten years ago in 
Iran, and demanded that Tehran re-
lease businessman Siamak Namazi 
and his father, Baquer.

Rohani said: “We will stand up 
to the United States” and that Iran 
would have an “appropriate an-

swer.” The Iranian parliament con-
sidered increasing funds for Iran’s 
missile programme in response to 
US sanctions.

Mohamed Ali Jafari, the head 
of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC) and who argu-
ably is more powerful than Rohani, 
responded to the new US sanctions 
with a thinly veiled threat against 

US military facilities in the region.
The US government’s Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty, which moni-
tors Iranian broadcasts, reported 
Jafari as saying that if the United 
States wants to pursue sanctions 
against Iran’s defences and the IRGC, 
“it has to move its regional bases to 
a distance of about 1,000km around 

Iran and be aware that it would pay a 
high price for any miscalculations.”

While a direct Iranian attack on a 
US target in the region is unlikely, 
Tehran could ratchet up its “malign 
activities.” With the Islamic State’s 
self-proclaimed caliphate on the 
verge of collapse, the dynamics in 
Iraq and Syria are changing. Iran has 
a strong presence in both countries 
and fears are growing in Washing-
ton that the ultimate victor would 
be Tehran.

The Trump administration is nav-
igating a thin line: It wants to keep 
the 2015 nuclear agreement in place 
while maintaining pressure on Teh-
ran and assuring its regional allies — 
principally Saudi Arabia and Israel 
— that it is serious about containing 
Iran’s ambitions.

As for Rohani, although he de-
feated his hard-line opponent by a 
comfortable margin, he must signal 
his determination to stand up to the 
“Great Satan.” He knows Jafari is 
looking over his shoulder.

The US State Department is legally 
required to report to Congress every 
90 days on Iranian compliance with 
the nuclear agreement. Develop-
ments in the region by the middle 
of October will determine the next 
phase of the US-Iran cold war.

Mark Habeeb is East-West editor 
of The Arab Weekly and adjunct 
professor of Global Politics and 
Security at Georgetown University 
in Washington.

Asilah Moussem, an exuberant platform for artistic events

London

N 

orthern Morocco’s 
most dynamic and 
popular cultural festi-
val took place in Asilah 
with a rich schedule of 

cultural and artistic activities. The 
39th International Cultural Mous-
sem of Asilah transformed the qui-
et “city of arts” into an exuberant 
stage for poetry, music and artistic 
events.

Asilah experienced an artistic 
revolution in 1978 thanks to for-
mer Foreign Minister Mohamed 
Benaissa and Mohamed Melehi, 
an artist and curator. They were 
behind the idea of asking local art-
ists to paint on the old town’s worn 
walls. Asilah has since become one 
of the North African region’s cul-
tural hubs and Morocco’s most vis-
ited arts festivals.

A mural painting workshop this 
year brought together 17 Moroc-

can and foreign painters eager to 
leave their mark in the old medina. 
Tradition dictates that the murals 
made during the workshop are ex-
hibited for a year.

Eleven Moroccan and foreign 
artists took part in an exhibition 
at the gallery of the Centre Inter-
national Hassan II in Asilah. The 
exhibition “Rabiîyat” (“Spring”) 

showcased their art focusing on dif-
ferent themes, such as landscape 
and environment.

Spanish artist Marta De Pablos 
chose recycled materials for her 
piece to raise awareness of envi-
ronmental protection.

Approximately 200 budding 
painters, aged 5-15 years, par-
ticipated in the “Children of the 
Moussem” workshop at the Palace 
of Culture to practise their paint-
ing skills and express their ideas 
freely. The best works are to be 
exhibited at the Palace of Culture’s 

gallery throughout the year.
Driss El Maloumi, named the 

“lute virtuoso,” delivered a bril-
liant performance that took the 
audience back to the tales of “One 
Thousand and One Nights.”

The female choir Hadra 
Chefchaounia led by Rhoum El 
Bakkali at the opening of the 2017 
Asilah Forum Foundation (AFF) 
performed beautiful popular  
songs depicting poetic texts of an-
cient Sufi heritage. This traditional 
and authentic music is passed on 
to generations of women of the 
northern region of Chefchaouen.

The AFF, on the sidelines of the 
International Cultural Moussem, 
sponsored colloquiums on politi-
cal and religious topics.

The AFF has become a leading 
regional platform to tackle inter-
national issues and build bridges 
between different civilisations 
through debate.

Saad Guerraoui is a contributor 
to The Arab Weekly on Maghreb 
issues.
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Leading platform. An artist selling his paintings in a street of the 
old medina.                                                                                    (Saad Guerraoui)

The face of interference. Commander of Iran’s al-Quds Force Qassem Soleimani in Tehran.                                           
                                                                                                                                                               (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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popular cultural 
festival had a 
rich schedule 
of cultural and 
artistic activities.
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Developments in 
the region between 
now and the 
middle of October 
will determine the 
next phase of the 
US-Iran cold war. P2-3,6
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