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Culture
Comic Con Tunisia draws thousands of pop culture fans
Roua Khlifi

Tunis

R

oaming the aisles of the
Kram Exhibition and International Trade Centre,
visitors passed a variety
of characters, including
Spider-Man from Marvel Comics,
Monkey D. Luffy from One Piece
and the Joker and Harley Quinn
from DC Comics. In addition to
cosplay participants, there were
gamers, comic enthusiasts and pop
culture fans at Comic Con Tunisia.
The event, which ran July 7-9,
featured various activities, including competitions and panel discussions with guests from Tunisia,
Egypt, Indonesia and the United
States. The only pop culture convention in Africa, Comic Con Tunisia this year attracted thousands of
people.
“The first edition last year was a
challenge on the level of organisation and sponsoring,” said Mariem
Oueslati, a member of the event’s
organising committee, “but it is
paying off since this year’s edition
proved to be a great success. We
had thousands of visitors and this
will give us a push for the next edition.”

In addition to
cosplay and online
gaming, the Tunis
convention featured
artists from different
parts of the world.
Oueslati said: “Comic Con Tunisia has a specific message, which is
to produce our own culture of comics instead of consuming, to network and to have a market for these
creations.”
Comic Con Tunisia looks to become a regional hub for pop culture fans and a forum for Tunisian
audiovisual artists to showcase

their work. It creates an interactive
platform for fans of cosplay, comic
books and online gaming, Oueslati
said.
“This culture remained underground for years as the fans never
had the platform here in Tunisia,”
said Oueslati, noting that online
gamers rarely have an opportunity
to meet in person.

Comic Con Tunisia
looks to become a
regional hub for pop
culture fans and a
forum for Tunisian
audiovisual artists.
Here they got to meet in real life
and the connection can lead to career opportunities. It is not just a
show,” she said.
In addition to cosplay and online
gaming, the Tunis convention featured artists from different parts of
the world.
Amr Hussein, an Egyptian comic
book artist, emphasised the importance of promoting Arabic comic
books given their relative lack of
exposure.
“You look at these comics and
you get a lot about what the medium is,” he said. “We need to use the
Arab culture in the same medium.
“Everyone knows about American communities and Asian values
through comics. It is time to put
some Arab thought in the comics
and push it. The basic idea is to
have the technology to boost crosscultural integration. Comic books
can do that. I think this generation
is the generation that will create
more for the community.”
Tunisian artists Chakib Daoud
and Seifeddine Nechi, who founded one of Tunisia’s leading comic
magazines, Lab 619, shared Hussein’s vision.
“A lot of people here think it is too
hard to make comic books. Creating
a comic book is easy but it is about
storytelling and how to communi-

Interactive platform. Tunisian youth attend the closing of the second edition of Comic Con Tunisia
in the town of Le Kram, on July 9.
			
(AFP)
cate the message. It is about getting
inspired by the world around and
retelling its story using your own
perspective using illustrations,”
Daoud said.
Nechi stressed the importance of
collaboration between artists in the
Arab world in the evolution of the
Arabic comic-book market.
“The important thing is to keep
producing and not wait months to
read a Tunisian comic book,” he
said. “In the Arab world, we are all
interconnected. We are working
on evolving this art in our regional
dialects such as Tok Tok in Egyptian and Lab 619 in the Tunisian
dialect and others in the Moroccan
dialect.”
“As far as Arabic comic books are
concerned, we need to reach the

next level, which is the industrialisation of comics to be able to produce more and reach more people,”
Nechi said.
Lab 619 won the award for “Best
Comics Magazine” at Cairo Comics
in 2015. Its founders were finalists
for the Mahmoud Kahil Award in
Lebanon, an honour that promotes
comics and editorial cartoons in the
Arab world.
Hussein pointed out the importance of conventions such as Comic
Con in showcasing the work of Arab
comic artists and inspiring other
artists.
“It is important to have these
conventions, to bring these young
people together, to have all cultures
of comics and anime and have the
artists’ alley to meet the Tunisian

artists. This is an amazing step to
promote the art of the region,” Hussein said.
“This will take years but it is a
good beginning and we are following the lead of other successful institutions to look at their history
and to begin where they end.”
“I am here because I am a fan of
comics and this is great,” said Rania
Karmous, a 21-year-old attendee.
“We can attend panels and today
we got to talk about Tunisian comics and Tunisian anime. It would
be great if more people knew about
how amazing Tunisian comics can
be.”
Roua Khlifi is a regular Travel and
Culture contributor to The Arab
Weekly. She is based in Tunis.

Casablanca makes
spectacular comeback
to international festival scene
Saad Guerraoui

Casablanca

M

orocco’s
economic
capital, Casablanca,
has returned to the
international festival
scene in a spectacu-

lar way.
Ten arts were honoured throughout Casa Festival, which ran for
ten days in July, during which national and international artists
performed. Dance, readings, film
screenings, children’s shows and
street art took place in Casablanca’s
16 boroughs.
Festival organisers said the new
concept was to make Casa Festival
free for the people of Casablanca.
“The objective behind the festival is to promote Casablanca’s attractiveness, both nationally and
internationally, draw tourists and
reconcile the city with its inhabitants,” said Mohamed Jouahri, general manager of Casa Events and
Animation.
Casablanca, Morocco’s biggest
city with more than 5 million inhabitants, has been without an
international festival for decades.
The Casa Festival is expected to revive the city’s cultural and leisure
scene.
Entertainers who took part in
this year’s festival included Gloria
Gaynor, Five Star, French Montana,
Dizzy Dros and Maher Zain in addition to Moroccan artists such as

Nass El Ghiwane and Jil Jilala.
Gaynor, the American singer
whose songs have marked generations, dazzled the crowd with her
signature song “I will survive.”
“I’m very pleased to be here. It’s
my third time in Morocco and it’s
always been wonderful. I love coming here,” said Gaynor.
Morocco-born French Montana,
whose real name is Karim Kharbouch, drew a record-breaking
crowd July 8 at the Toro Space for
his first concert in his homeland.
“I can’t believe I’m watching
French Montana live in Casablanca
and for free. It’s a dream come true.
At last we can say that Casablanca
has a real international festival,”
said Jihane, a 22-year-old student
who attended with her sisters and
friends.

Dance, readings, film
screenings,
children’s shows and
street art took place
in Casablanca’s 16
boroughs.
French Montana is a well-known
American rapper. He has dozens of
hits and has collaborated with the
biggest names in the US rap scene,
including Puff Diddy, Drake, Nicki
Minaj and Snoop Dogg.
Montana took to social media to
share his favourite moments with
his fans during his visit in Casablanca.

“Used to stay up all night telling
my aunt my dreams, until I had to
leave Morocco and not see her for
15 years. Last night she watched
my dreams come to life. A picture
worth a thousand words,” Montana
wrote on Instagram on his first encounter with his aunt after 15 years.
The festival opening ceremony
included a parade by street artists
depicting the daily life in Casablanca. An electro parade filled
Casablanca’s streets with tribal and
hypnotic rhythms.
Lebanese singer Maher Zain,
who is married to a Moroccan, interacted with the crowd with his
religious songs.
Film enthusiasts flocked to Sidi
Bernoussi beach to watch movies
in the open air.
Urban art creation was enhanced by “CasaMouja” in partnership with graffiti and painting artists as the city’s walls
were adorned with a second
wave of colours to make
them more lively, welcoming and unique.
Street art was celebrated
with national and international participants in street
theatre, circus and tales in
all the major public squares of
Casablanca.
At the same time as Casa
Festival, the first “Shop in Casablanca” festival was organised
to revive the city’s shopping districts, such as the long-neglected
Boulevard Prince Moulay Abdellah
shopping area.

New concept. Swedish R&B singer, songwriter and music producer
Maher Zain performing on the stage of Casa Festival.
(Saad Guerraoui)

