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Amman

F 

or domestic political rea-
sons, Jordan appears re-
luctant to take additional 
measures against Qatar 
other than reducing its 

diplomatic representation in Doha 
and closing Al Jazeera’s office in 
Amman.

Jordan’s move came after Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates and Egypt broke diplo-
matic relations with Qatar and im-
posed an embargo on it.

Qatar is accused of sponsor-
ing terrorist organisations and of 
threatening security and stability 
in the region by entertaining close 
relations with Iran. Doha denies the 
allegations.

Jordanian-Qatari relations have 
been discretely tense for some time 
because of what Amman considers 
provocations by Doha, especially 
through Al Jazeera. Nevertheless, 
Amman is treating the Qatari crisis 
with care.

The boycotting countries issued 
a list of demands, including that 
Qatar stop supporting extremist or-
ganisations. Political observers said 
Jordan was not in favour of some 
of the demands, especially those 
related to the Muslim Brotherhood.

Amman argued that the Muslim 
Brotherhood is part of Jordan’s po-
litical life and has representatives 
in the parliament. Accepting a ban 
against the Muslim Brotherhood 
would cause a crisis in Jordan.

Atef Tarawneh, speaker of the 
Jordanian House of Representa-
tives, said Jordan did not intend to 
go beyond the measures it had al-
ready taken against Qatar and that 
there was no intention of blacklist-
ing the Muslim Brotherhood or the 
Palestinian movement Hamas. A 
large portion of Jordan’s population 
is of Palestinian origin.

Tarawneh put out a statement 
clarifying that what he had said was 
based on his analysis of the situa-
tion and should not be taken as an 
official Jordanian position. Jordan 
has preferred to follow a policy of 

containment with respect to the 
Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood 
rather than confront or ban it.

Jordanian King Abdullah II ex-
plained Jordan’s policy towards 
the Muslim Brotherhood during his 
latest Washington meeting with US 
President Donald Trump.

Jordan’s position and policy on 
this subject have put a damper on 
relations with Egypt, which has 
long suffered at the hands of what 
it classifies as terrorist organisa-
tions and was hoping for a stricter 
attitude and policy.

Amman’s position did not come 
as a surprise because the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Jordan has often 
been in concert with the govern-
ment. During the “Arab spring” of 
2011, the Brotherhood thought the 
circumstances were ripe for rebel-
lion and for demanding more free-
dom. It failed and the Brotherhood 
is once again flirting with the gov-
ernment after realising that there is   
no way to implement its plans.

The political arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), took part in Jordan’s 
parliamentary elections in 2016 af-
ter the group boycotted the previ-
ous two elections over allegations 

of unfair practices in the electoral 
system. The IAF and its Islamist af-
filiates won 15 seats in the 130-seat 
lower house of parliament last Sep-
tember.

Analysts said the Jordanian gov-
ernment’s strategy of dealing with 
the Muslim Brothers was risky be-
cause the group previously opted 
for confrontation with the govern-
ment and might do so again.

Jordan is facing another problem 
as it benefits financially from its 
ties with Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE.

“By choosing a watered-down 
action, Amman was hoping to sat-
isfy Riyadh and Abu Dhabi, the two 
capitals leading the Qatar boycott, 
without having to adopt extreme 
actions,” wrote Osama al-Sharif on 
the website Al-Monitor.

Jordan may soon be facing more 
pressure from the Arab Gulf coun-
tries.

“In the event that Kuwait’s efforts 
to resolve the Qatar crisis fail, per-
haps Jordan will find itself under 
greater pressure to embrace Riyadh 
and Abu Dhabi’s position by sever-
ing ties with Doha,” wrote Giorgio 
Cafiero and Shehab al-Makahleh for 
the website lobelog.com.
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orocco, a close ally 
of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC), 
said it would send 
planeloads of food 

to Qatar after Saudi Arabia and its 
allies, including the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, cut diplo-
matic ties with Doha, accusing it of 
supporting terrorism.

Rabat reiterated its solidarity 
with the GCC, saying that its deci-
sion sought to bar the way to third 
countries that may want to exploit 
the situation to take positions in 
Qatar and the region, a reference 
to Iran.

Qatar imported 80% of its food 
from Gulf Arab neighbours before 
the diplomatic crisis.

Political analyst Salah Elouadie 
said Morocco’s stance on the Gulf 
crisis has been “wise.” However,  
the Moroccan press was attentive 
to expressions of discontent by 
Saudi media over Rabat’s stance.

News website le360, which is 
close to the Moroccan palace, 
slammed a video aired by the Sau-
di-owned satellite news channel Al 
Arabiya Al Hadath regarding the 
Western Sahara dispute.

“The tone adopted by the Saudi 
channel has severed the official po-
sition of the Saudi authorities that 
clearly supports Morocco’s sover-
eignty over the Sahara,” said le360.

In April 2016, Gulf monarchies 
voiced support for Morocco’s claim 
over Western Sahara. Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
stressed the GCC’s categorical re-
jection of harm to the interests of 
Morocco over the territory.

Morocco annexed Western Sa-
hara in 1975 and maintains it is an 
integral part of the kingdom. Alge-
ria-backed Polisario Front separa-
tists began an armed conflict with 
Morocco for an independent state, 
a fight that lasted until the United 

Nations brokered a ceasefire in 
1991.

The graphic video depicts a brief 
explanation of the history of the 
Western Sahara conflict, includ-
ing the essence of the speech de-
livered by M’hamed Khadad, the 
Polisario Front coordinator at the 
UN Mission for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara (MINURSO), call-
ing for Sahrawis’ right of self-de-
termination.

“Is it through the channel found-
ed by [Saudi] Prince Waleed bin 
Ibrahim al-Ibrahim that the Saudi 
authorities wanted to show Moroc-
co the price to pay for its neutrality 
on the Gulf crisis?

Al Hadath first aired the video 
on its YouTube channel May 22, 
2016, and rebroadcast it in mid-
June after Rabat’s decision to me-
diate in the Gulf crisis, prompting 
widespread anger among Moroc-
cans and raising questions about 
its timing.

Qatar-owned Al Jazeera satellite 
news channel aired excerpts of Al 
Hadath’s video along with a video 
broadcast by an Abu Dhabi chan-
nel hailing Morocco as a country 
of co-existence between different 
religions and cultures. That video 
included a map showing Morocco 
separated from Western Sahara.

“I think that these videos should 
not be taken into consideration by 
Morocco since we haven’t heard 
any official statement from Saudi 
Arabia and its allies on Morocco’s 
initiative,” said Elouadie.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
contributor to The Arab Weekly on 
Maghreb issues.
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Egypt is the key to Qatar’s current crisis

L
ooking closely at Qatar’s 
official discourse during 
the current crisis, it is 
apparent that it has 
practically all been 
directed at the three 

opposing Gulf countries and that 
little attention has been given to 
Egypt.

The idea behind this propaganda 
strategy is obvious. On the surface, 
Qatar is trying to belittle Egypt and 
ignore it as if it had no political 
weight in the region and does not 
deserve any attention. Deep down, 
however, Doha is trying to avoid 
facing the crux of its crisis, which 
lies in Egypt.

Qatar’s relations with extrem-
ist movements go back to when 
it began giving safe haven to the 
Muslim Brotherhood and its leaders. 
The Muslim Brotherhood is es-
sentially an Egyptian organisation, 
even though it has transformed into 
a global one through the creation 
of the International Organisation of 
the Muslim Brotherhood.

There is no need to expand on 
Doha’s position regarding the 
overthrow of the Muslim Brothers’ 
regime in Egypt. Al Jazeera and 
all other Qatari propaganda media 
still bemoan that fateful reversal of 

fortunes and urge people to rebel 
against their government. Qatar 
says the change in Egypt was part of 
a conspiracy to end its influence in 
North Africa.

Qatar has been trying to hide the 
fact that its anti-Egyptian senti-
ments and actions caused its 2014 
crisis. In dealing with its current 
crisis, Qatar is trying to take advan-
tage of the complexity of the 2014 
crisis, its expanded geographical 
territory and the many parties it 

used to bring chaos to the region. 
By focusing on secondary reasons 
for its current crisis, Qatar hopes to 
avoid bringing up the main reason. 
That reason emanates from Doha’s 
organic and complex relations with 
the Muslim Brotherhood.

The Muslim Brothers are trying 
to regain power in Egypt through 
acts of violence against Egyptian 
society. By persisting in backing and 
protecting the Muslim Brotherhood, 
Qatar is implicitly taking part in the 

conspiracy against Egypt’s stability 
and security.

It would be useless to get into an 
argument with Qatar about whether 
the Muslim Brotherhood is a terrorist 
organisation acting under the cover 
of religion. To get an idea about the 
Brotherhood’s relationship with vio-
lence, look back at its time in power. 
Throughout its history, the Brother-
hood legitimised the use of violence 
against civilians.

Qatar does not seem concerned 
about Egypt’s security or the security 
of any other country for that matter. 
This is political myopia. Or is it per-
haps that Egypt’s existence does not 
mesh well with the tiny Gulf state’s 
ambition to control the lives of the 
people in North Africa? If that is the 
case, it would be ironic and sad.

What is even more ridiculous is 
that Qatar wants to cover the failure 
of its plan in Egypt by ignoring the 
latter in its discourse meant for the 
Gulf countries.

For the angry Gulf countries, Qa-
tar’s decision to avoid the real reason 
for the crisis is useless. The central 
issue has nothing to do with “mis-
givings by neighbours” to borrow 
the expression of a Qatari official. 
The issue is beyond the neighbours’ 
borders.

The Qatari leadership needs to look 
at the crisis in its real size, which 
reaches all the way to Egypt. It is not 
that difficult for the Qataris to realise 
that the solution to their crisis is in 
Egypt.

Farouk Yousef is an Iraqi writer.
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The Brotherhood factor. Members of Jordan’s Muslim Brotherhood 
(not pictured) wave the Jordanian national f lag and flags of the 
Islamist organisation as they demonstrate in Amman in 2015.   (AFP)
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