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Given cold shoulder by Trump,
Qatar turns to a troubled Turkey

In post-ISIS Mosul, Iraqis see hope but also challenges ahead

London

I 

raq edged closer to announc-
ing victory against the Islamic 
State (ISIS) in Mosul after gov-
ernment troops captured the 
Great Mosque of al-Nuri in the 

Old City, where the militants’ lead-
er Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi declared 
his caliphate in 2014.

Military operations continued to 
rid the city of the last pockets of re-
sistance but capturing the mosque 
signalled the symbolic defeat of 
ISIS.

“We are seeing the end of the fake 
Daesh state,” Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi said on his Twitter 
account, using an Arabic acronym 
for ISIS. Iraqi military spokesman 
Brigadier-General Yahya Rasool 
told state TV that “their (ISIS’s) fic-
titious state has fallen.”

Following a 3-year ordeal,  

Iraqis are looking forward to a 
better life after Mosul’s liberation 
from the horrific rule of ISIS. Many  
challenges remain as the country 

has yet to heal from its sectarian 
and ethnic troubles.

There are also the pressing needs 
of hundreds of thousands of civil-

ians who lack adequate nutrition, 
medicine and housing. The United 
Nations is struggling to deal with 
the influx of internally displaced 
people living in dire conditions in 
temporary camps near Mosul.

The reconstruction of Mosul is 
looking to be an increasingly dif-
ficult task, especially considering 
the delay that other areas liberated 
from ISIS in Iraq over the past two 
years have experienced in return-
ing to normalcy.

Iraqi Minister of Planning Sal-
man al-Jumaili said the country 
needs $100 billion over the next 

ten years for reconstruction of 
conflict-affected areas. The recon-
struction plan, which requires the 
help of international bodies as well 
as the private sector, is to start in 
2018.

Many historic sites and artefacts 
in Mosul were destroyed and other 
relics were stolen, making the full 
restoration of the city’s heritage 
unlikely. A week before its capture, 
al-Nuri mosque was destroyed 
by ISIS, although the militants 
blamed US air strikes.

The mosque dates to the 12th 
century and the loss of its icon-
ic minaret, known as al-Hadba 
(hunchback) for its leaning look, 
shocked many Iraqis as it was one 
of the county’s most recognisable 
monuments.

Mamoon Alabbasi is an Arab 
Weekly contributing editor in 
London.

Washington

Q 

atar, having made lit-
tle headway in soften-
ing US President Donald 
Trump’s position in the 
conflict with its neigh-

bours, is increasingly turning to re-
gional ally Turkey for support but 
the alliance with Ankara has yet to 
produce results.

Trump and Turkey’s President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan, a key supporter 
of the Doha government, raised the 
Qatar crisis in a telephone call on 
June 30, but there was no indication 
that Trump is changing his mind. 
The White House said the leaders 
spoke about ways to resolve the rift 
between Qatar and other Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) members 
“while ensuring that all countries 
work to stop terrorist funding and to 
combat extremist ideology.”

Trump has accused the govern-
ment in Doha of funding terrorist 
groups, a charge Qatar denies, and 
has sided with Saudi Arabia against 
Doha. The US State Department ap-
pears to be more inclined than the 
president to call for a negotiated 
settlement of the dispute but has 
also failed to get Trump to change 
course.

Elizabeth Landers, White House 
producer for the CNN news chan-
nel, reported that Trump repeated 
his anti-Qatar stance during a fun-
draising meeting in Washington on 
June 28 that was closed to the me-
dia. Quoting a participant in the 
meeting, Landers wrote on Twit-
ter that Trump had “compared 
different pronunciations of Qa-
tar” but added that however the 

country’s name was pronounced: 
“You can’t help terrorists.” 

Trump’s UN Ambassador Nikki 
Haley told the US Congress that 

the president’s priority in the Qatar 
crisis was to stop Doha from fund-
ing terrorist groups.

About 50 demonstrators gath-
ered outside the Qatari Embassy in 

Washington on June 28, demand-
ing that the country end its alleged 
support for terrorism and stop 
what they called the persecution of 
Christians. A representative of Bre-
itbart News, a right-wing populist 
news website supportive of Trump, 
spoke during the demonstration 
and called Qatar the “Club Med for 
terrorists,” Breitbart News reported.

The protest was organised by the 
National Black Church Initiative 

(NBCI), a religious umbrella group. 
NBCI President Anthony Evans said 
he was “heartbroken to learn of the 
extent of the persecution of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Qa-
tar.” Christians were being “treated 
as slaves,” he said.

With no sign of Washington com-
ing to its aid, Qatar is looking to Tur-
key for help. On the day Erdogan 
talked to Trump, Qatari Defence 
Minister Khalid bin Mohammad Al 
Attiyah held talks in Ankara on the 
rift among the GCC members. He 
told reporters that Saudi Arabia and 
its allies were waging a “bloodless 
war” against Qatar.

Turkey has deployed troops in 
Qatar, where it runs a military base. 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain demand the clo-
sure of the installation but Attiyah 
said Turkey and Qatar were prepar-

ing joint exercises in defiance of the 
demands.

Ankara has sent food supplies to 
Qatar, which has seen borders with 
its Gulf neighbours closed. The 
Turkish government said the food 
aid for Qatar had filled more than 
70 cargo planes and totalled 5,000 
tonnes. Erdogan has criticised the 
Saudi position in the quarrel as 
wrong under humanitarian and Is-
lamic principles.

Ankara’s stance is causing the 
deterioration of relations between 
Saudi-led Gulf countries and Tur-
key, which faces mounting prob-
lems of its own with the West.

Thomas Seibert is a Washington 
correspondent for The Arab 
Weekly.
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Iraqis are looking 
forward to a better 
life after Mosul’s 
liberation from the 
horrific rule of ISIS. 

Back to the future. Displaced Iraqis return to their homes in 
western Mosul.                                                                                             (AFP)
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Hitting an impasse. Turkey’s Defence Minister Fikri Isik (L) and Qatar’s counterpart Khalid bin 
Mohammed al-Attiyah (R) prior to a meeting in Ankara, on June 30.                                                           (AFP)

Trump called on 
all sides to “work 
to stop terrorist 
funding and to 
combat extremist 
ideology.”

Thomas Seibert


