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Cairo

E 

gyptian pressure on the 
Palestinian movement 
Hamas appears to be pay-
ing off following a meet-
ing between Egyptian in-

telligence chief Khaled Fawzy and 
senior Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar 
in Cairo.

Hamas has increased security 
along the Sinai-Gaza border fol-
lowing accusations that arms 
and militants were being smug-
gled into Egypt’s Sinai Penin-
sula via the group’s network of 
tunnels. Isolating the Islamic 
State (ISIS) in the Sinai Penin-
sula from resupply and rein-
forcement is a major 
part of Cairo’s 
strategy in its 
campaign 
against Sinai 

Province, an ISIS-affiliated extrem-
ist group.

The move comes after Hamas 
has reportedly seen a reduction 
of aid and support from its main 
backer Doha because of the diplo-
matic crisis with other Gulf coun-
tries and Egypt, prompting Hamas 
to recalibrate its regional posi-
tions, particularly regarding Cairo.

“Relations with Egypt are going 
well and have improved. There 
is an Egyptian understanding of 
the crisis in Gaza and there was a 
readiness by Egypt to play an im-
portant role [in solving the crisis],” 
deputy Hamas chief Khalil al-Haya 
said June 18 after the meeting in 
Cairo.

Haya’s conciliatory tone, along 
with comments that securing 
the Gaza-Sinai border represent-
ed a “joint interest” with Cairo, 

could indicate a change in the Pal-
estinian group’s position.

Analysts warned, however, that 
Egypt must offer concessions as it 
raises pressure on Hamas to avoid 
overplaying its hand.

“This should not, however, 
embolden Egypt into putting too 
much pressure on Hamas and Gaza 
because this pressure could back-
fire in the end,” said Egyptian mili-
tary expert Mamdouh al-Kidwani. 
“Depriving 2 million people living 
in Gaza of necessities could create 
an explosive situation that would 
endanger Egypt’s security.”

Cairo has, since the meeting, 
eased restrictions on the Gaza Strip 
and provided relief for Gazans, in-
cluding delivering diesel fuel to 
the Palestinian enclave to counter 
an electricity crisis.

Cairo opened the Rafah border 
crossing on June 21 to allow ship-
ments of fuel for Gaza’s power 
plants to enter. Additional assis-
tance is expected in the coming 
weeks.

In return, Cairo has called for 
Hamas to change its position on a 
number of issues, including sur-
rendering Muslim Brotherhood 
fugitives believed to be hiding in 
Gaza; severing ties with ISIS in 
Sinai; handing over intelligence 
about ISIS and demolishing tun-
nels between Gaza and the Sinai 
Peninsula.

The view in Cairo is that Hamas’s 
cooperation would help the Egyp-
tian Army in its fight against Sinai 
Province, part of a strategy that in-
cludes Bedouin tribes to fight the 
group.

“This cooperation will help the 
[Egyptian] Army better control 
the situation in North Sinai where 
the activities of ISIS militants are 
concentrated,” said Tarek Fahmy, a 
political science professor at Cairo 
University. “Hamas can signifi-
cantly improve the conditions of 
Gaza residents if it demonstrates 
signs of goodwill.”

Relations between Cairo and Ha-
mas have historically been strained 

due to the Palestinian group’s ties 
to the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt. After the ouster of Muslim 
Brotherhood President Muham-
mad Morsi in July 2013, relations 
between Cairo and Hamas dete-
riorated significantly, with reports 
of Hamas fighters taking up arms 
against Egyptian police and secu-
rity forces in the Sinai Peninsula.

Hamas’s new reality, shorn of 
critical support from Doha, has 
prompted a course correction. 
However, improved Egyptian-Ha-
mas relations comes with its own 
issues, with reports that Hamas 
fighters could quit the group to join 
more radical jihadist organisations 
that oppose the Egyptian govern-
ment.

Many Egyptians are sceptical 
about Hamas’s ability to change, 
particularly regarding promises to 
increase border security and halt 
smuggling that secures it an esti-
mated hundreds of millions of dol-
lars every year.

“This is why I look with doubt 
at pledges by Hamas to act against 
the smuggling tunnels,” said Samir 
Ghattas, a member of the Egyptian 
parliament and a specialist in Pal-
estinian affairs.

“These tunnels are the backbone 
of Gaza’s economy, which means 
that this economy will fall apart if 
they are destroyed. This is why Ha-
mas grits its teeth every time the 
Egyptian Army discovers and de-
stroys smuggling tunnels.”

Amr Emam is a Cairo-based 
contributor to The Arab Weekly.
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gypt and the United Arab 
Emirates are working to 
solidify Qatar’s isolation 
by convincing other Arab 
countries to join the boy-

cott, analysts said.
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan 
visited Cairo to meet with Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to con-
firm their priority of clamping down 
on terrorism.

“Both sides stressed the impor-
tance of all Arab states and the inter-
national community fighting terror-
ism, especially stopping the funding 
of terrorist groups and providing po-
litical and media cover,” a statement 
from the Egyptian presidency said.

Analysts said official statements 
from Egypt and the United Arab 
Emirates, which stressed the impor-
tance of fighting terrorism but did 
not mention Qatar, clearly revolved 
around the regional diplomatic crisis 
with Doha.

“There is an apparent effort by 
the two countries to get other Arab 
capitals involved in the Qatar boy-
cott due to Doha’s intransigence,” 
said Megahid al-Zayat, the former 
head of Egypt’s National Centre for 
Middle-East Studies thank-tank.

“Instead of realising its mistakes, 
Qatar increases the gap between 
it and other Arab countries by de-
manding support from rival regional 
powers Iran and Turkey.”

Egypt followed Saudi Arabia, Bah-
rain and the UAE in severing ties 
with Qatar on June 5 in protest of 
Doha’s suspected support for ter-
rorist groups, including the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

Sheikh Mohammed arrived in 
Cairo on June 19, accompanied by a 
high-level delegation from the UAE.

Following the meeting, Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed 
Abu Zeid revealed details of plans 
Egypt and the UAE will pursue.

He said Cairo and Abu Dhabi, 
along with Riyadh and Manama, 
would participate in a campaign to 
clarify the reasons behind their de-
cision to cut diplomatic ties with 
Qatar, including revealing specific 
information about Doha’s alleged 
funding of terrorism.

“They will present proof of Qa-
tar’s support for terrorist groups in 
a number of countries,” Abu Zeid 
said in a telephone interview. “The 
four countries are in one camp and 
their position is very clear in this re-
spect.”

Egypt has often complained 
about Doha’s support for the Mus-
lim Brotherhood and insiders say 
that Cairo was thrilled that regional 
allies had come around to its posi-
tion.

In comments carried by Egypt’s 
state-owned Al-Ahram newspaper, 
Moetaz Salama, director of the Gulf 

Studies Unit at Al-Ahram Centre for 
Political and Strategic Studies, said 
the Qatar crisis was serving Egypt’s 
political interests while burnishing 
its ties with Gulf allies.

“Egypt’s current escalation 
against Qatar comes in the frame-
work of Egyptian policy and in-
terests. If influential parties in the 
region such as Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE and Bahrain have come to the 
conclusion that Egypt reached years 
ago — that Qatar is a supporter of 
terrorism — then this is a major stra-
tegic gain for Egypt,” he said.

Egypt, the UAE, Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain previously sent a joint del-
egation to the headquarters of the 
International Civil Aviation Organi-
sation in Canada to explain their 
decision to close their airspace to 
carriers owned or registered by Qa-
tar. They cited UN Security Council 
Resolution 1373 for their decision, 
a counterterrorism measure that 
was passed following the 9/11 at-
tacks and which specifically seeks 
to clamp down on terrorism-financ-
ing.

During the president’s public iftar 
on June 20, Sisi reiterated that the 
decision was due to Qatar’s fund-
ing of terrorism. “There is a lot of 
money going to the financing of ter-
rorism,” Sisi said. “This is why there 
is a need for a real position against 
this.”

The next day, Sisi told religious 
scholars that some “sister coun-
tries” supported terrorism, dubbing 
this “catastrophic.”

Cairo has complained about Qa-
tar’s Al Jazeera media network, 
which has been heavily critical of 
the Egyptian government.

Ahmed Megahid is an Egyptian 
reporter in Cairo.
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Increased security. Hamas security forces deploy on the Palestinian side of the border with Egypt in Rafah.                                                   (AP)

Joint action. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (R) walks 
with Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan after he arrives in Cairo International Airport, 
June 19.                                                                                         (Reuters)
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Cairo called on 
Hamas to increase 
border security and 
hand over Muslim 
Brotherhood 
fugitives hiding in 
Gaza.

There is an 
apparent effort by 
the two countries 
to get other Arab 
capitals involved in 
the Qatar boycott 
due to Doha’s 
intransigence.”Megahid al-Zayat, former 

head of Egypt’s National 
Centre for Middle-East 
Studies think-tank.


