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MENA’s poor showing on Global Peace Index is hardly surprising

Opinion

E
ven before the crisis 
over Qatar and the 
attack by a white 
American man who 
opposed US President 
Donald Trump’s 

politics, it was clear the Middle 
East and North America were in a 
dangerously febrile state. The 
turmoil in those regions is not 
comparable in any way except for 
its deeply destabilising potential.

Strangely enough, this is what 
the Global Peace Index 2017 
said, much before the Qatar row 
began and before the incident in 
Virginia, in which a 66-year-old 
man shot at politicians belonging 
to Trump’s Republican Party.

The ranking of 163 independent 
countries and territories — 
including 99.7% of the world’s 
population — was made public a 
couple of weeks ago but it has only 
just been officially released and 
its pronouncements are worrying. 
It said the Middle East and 
North Africa remained “the least 
peaceful region in the world,” its 
score having worsened slightly on 
last year because of conflicts in 
Syria and Yemen.

And of Trump’s America, 
the index offered this dolorous 
comment. The United States 
dragged down the overall score 
of the North America region 
offsetting Canada’s improved 
rank. North America has the 
dubious distinction of having 
suffered “the largest regional 
deterioration” in peacefulness 
in the world. This happened, the 
index said, because the United 
States was faced with “deepening 
political polarisation that peaked 
during the 2016 presidential 
election.” The United States also 
displayed a marked deterioration 
in “intensity of organised internal 
conflict and the level of perceived 
criminality in society.”

The MENA region’s poor 
showing on the Global Peace 
Index is hardly surprising. This 
is the fifth successive year it 
has been graded the world’s 
least peaceful region. What is a 
shock (though it should not be, 
five months after so ignorant 
and vainglorious a demagogue 
as Trump became president) is 
North America’s massive drop in 
peacefulness.

That said, it is important to 
keep facts in perspective. North 
America is still the second most 
peaceful region overall, behind 
Europe. Yet it is dangerously 
unquiet as is obvious from the 
poisonous rhetoric after the 
Virginia shooting. Its populist 
politics has left the world’s most 
powerful country more roiled 
and riled up, forcing its citizens 
to navigate an increasingly 
bewildering post-truth reality 
sans a shared core of agreed-to 
facts.

Anything could happen and 
no index, not even one so well-
respected and rigorous as this, 
can offer a snapshot of the future. 
The assessments offered by the 
index merely stand like doomsday 
prophecies, heavily shadowed 
by each new crisis. It does not 
offer guidance on the issues that 
preoccupy us.

What happens next in the 
Middle East if the argument with 
Qatar intensifies and goes beyond 
sabre-rattling? What if the Turks 
send more troops to provide moral 
and military support to Doha? For 
the fifth year running, Syria was 
ranked the world’s least peaceful 

country. How does this get any 
better? Afghanistan, Iraq, South 
Sudan and Yemen followed close 
behind Syria and that was not just 
because of ongoing conflicts. The 

index looked at a smorgasbord of 
factors, including arms purchases, 
homicide rates and political 
repression. What prospect for 
positive change in any of the four 
countries?

How does the United States 
manage the dangerous levels of 
political polarisation that opened 
around and by candidate Trump 
from 2015? As president, he has 
taken his brawler instincts and 
habits into the august reaches of 
the White House, further dividing 
his country and unsettling the 
global order.

Despite the gloom that lies 
heavy over the index, in one 
respect it was strangely soothing. 
In the past year, it said, 93 
countries became more peaceful 
and only 68 countries are less 
peaceful than last year.

This is just an infinitesimal 
change — a 0.28% improvement in 
peacefulness — but when it comes 
to peace, every little bit helps.

Rashmee Roshan Lall is a 
columnist for The Arab Weekly. 
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on Twitter: @rashmeerl.
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Why is Saudi Arabia so infuriated by Qatar?

W
hat was Qatar’s 
crime that so 
ticked off Saudi 
Arabia? The fact 
is that Saudi 
Arabia sits 

smack in the middle of an 
immense ocean of Sunni Arab 
countries. These countries are 
by nature closer to Saudi Arabia 
and have nothing in common 
with Iran. Qatar, on the other 
hand, has spent billions of 
dollars to poison this Sunni Arab 
well and turn it into antagonistic 
political parties.

Saudi authorities find it 
difficult to distinguish between 
regular Sunnis, the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Islamic State 
(ISIS) sympathisers. The influence 
peddling did not stop at the area 
surrounding vital Saudi space but 
has seeped inside the kingdom. 
Adherents of the Sururist sect, 
an Islamist trend that combines 
teachings of the Muslim 
Brotherhood with puritanical 
Salafism, were successful in 
creating a Salafist cell in Saudi 
Arabia holding extremist 
ideologies.

Wherever the Muslim 
Brotherhood goes, religious 
disputes, political animosity and 
treason follow. The best example 
of this is the Tehran-backed 
Hamas movement. To spite 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar is planning 
to transfer more Hamas leaders 
to Iran and give further proof 
of its strategic alliance with the 

mullahs’ regime.
Saudi Arabia has always been 

a peaceful country and now it is 
surrounded by an environment 
poisoned by Muslim Brotherhood 
ideology. The Sunni bloc is 
showing cracks. The Saudi 
kingdom is fundamentally 
conservative and rejects change 
through revolt and chaos. It 
prefers careful peaceful reforms. 
Saudi Arabia prefers to appeal to 
international legitimacy.

Sunni societies have tended 
to be conservative and peace-
loving until Qatari money, 
the Muslim Brotherhood and 
the Al Jazeera news channel 
came to the fore. This dubious 
combination injected religious 
thinking into ideologies that 
lend themselves to political and 
social chaos. Religion has become 
synonymous with revolution and 
the “Arab spring” was corrupted 
by sectarian and political strife. 
Money and weapons flowed from 
Doha. Sunni Islam has become 
polluted by politics, just like Shia 
Islam.

The Muslim Brotherhood’s plan 
was to eliminate Saudi Arabia and 
cause the disintegration of the 
Arabian Peninsula. Some might 
criticise Riyadh for trying to wipe 
out the Muslim Brotherhood. 
They say that the Brotherhood is 
a century-old organisation and 
carries an ideology. Ideologies are 
difficult to wipe out but Muslim 
Brothers will disappear once the 
money stops flowing, Al Jazeera is 

closed down and their leaders are 
put to a stop. Afterward, the Arab 
world will regain its stability.

The masks are off. By running 
to Iran and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan for 
protection, Qatar has reneged 
on its Arab character. Doha will 
never be the same. Seeking 
Erdogan’s help was a mistake. 
Look at what he has done with 
Syria. This Muslim Brotherhood-
affiliated hardliner claims to 
be concerned with protecting 
Qatar, its partner in crime. How 
many times has he promised the 
Syrians the same thing only to 
betray them?

The Muslim Brotherhood 
and Iran want to destroy Saudi 
Arabia. Their strategy was to 
confuse Saudi authorities on 
whom to target. Should it be the 
Salafists, the Shias or the Muslim 
Brotherhood?

The Obama administration also 
played its part in the conspiracy 
against Saudi Arabia. It allowed 
the infamous Justice Against 
Sponsors of Terrorism Act 
(JASTA) to become law and chose 
to play lovey-dovey with Iran. 
Riyadh waited patiently for a 
new president to enter the White 
House and then took the first real 
step to bring hope back to the 
region.

Qatar has always played a 
double game. It encouraged Syria 
to fight Iran and now it turns out 
that the tiny emirate is Iran’s 
ally. The same applies to Iraq. In 

Iran’s expansionist plan, Iraq and 
Turkey are useful tools against 
everything Arab.

Iraq is a member of the Arab 
League but is, in fact, a planted 
Iranian proxy in the service of 
Iran’s nationalistic plans. At 
some point, it had accused Qatar 
of sponsoring sectarian strife 
and acts of terrorism against it 
but now Iraq is rushing to the 
defence of Qatar and the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

The mask has also fallen off 
Al Jazeera. It had always given a 
voice to terrorists left and right. 
Through this channel, al-Qaeda, 
Osama bin Laden and Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi reached millions of 
Arabs, inciting them to start a 
jihad in Saudi Arabia.

Erdogan made liberal use 
of Al Jazeera to increase his 
popularity in the Arab world. 
Turkey pretends to be a strong 
defender of Sunni Islam. This is 
another major lie by the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

Turkey is after its own narrow 
national interests. It wants to 
join the European Union and has 
joined hands with Iran and Russia 
to decide the fate of the Arab 
population in Syria, a country 
that these three outsiders reduced 
to rubble. Their scheme to share 
their Arab spoils would have 
nearly succeeded if not for King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

As’ad al-Basri is an Iraqi
writer.
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The Zen-like state of Iceland, 
which was in its ninth year as 
the most peaceful country in the 
world

New Zealand, Portugal, Austria 
and Denmark also made it to the 
top

At the bottom were clustered 
the usual suspects: Syria was the 
world’s least peaceful country. 
Afghanistan, Iraq, South Sudan 
and Yemen were a bit better but 
barely so

The MENA region was the 
world’s least peaceful region for 
the fifth successive year

Saudi Arabia, followed by Libya, 
recorded the largest deterioration 
in ranking in the MENA region

North America recorded the 
largest regional deterioration in 
peacefulness.

Winners and losers 
from the Index

Vicious cycle. A Kurdish fighter from the People’s Protection Units (YPG) fires a 120mm mortar round 
in Raqqa, on June 15.                                                                                                                                                 (Reuters)


