
Pressure mounts on Qatar as Trump 
summons it to end funding of terrorism

Election over but UK still faces jihadist threat

R 

eeling from the effects of 
sanctions imposed by its 
neighbours and Egypt, 
Qatar is faced with the 
realisation that it cannot 

rely on US intervention for a re-
prieve.

In a potential game changer, US 
President Donald Trump delivered 
a dramatic warning to Qatar over its 
suspected financing of terrorism.

“The nation of Qatar, unfortunate-
ly, has historically been a funder of 
terrorism, and at a very high level,” 
Trump said at a news conference 
June 9.

“They have to end that funding 
and its extremist ideology in terms 
of funding,” said Trump, adding 
that Qatar and other countries must 
“stop teaching people to kill other 
people.”

Trump’s remarks seemed to end a 
great part of the confusion created 
by conflicting signals out of Wash-
ington over the Qatar crisis. Trump 
initially expressed support for the 
Saudi-led campaign to isolate Doha 
while official statements from US 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
called for the easing of the sanctions 
on Doha.

The US president’s most recent 
remarks dispelled most of the lin-
gering ambiguities, as they seemed 
to reflect an interdepartmental deci-
sion to confront Qatar over its poli-
cies.

“I decided, along with Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson, our great gen-
erals and military people, the time 
had come to call on Qatar to end its 
funding,” Trump said.

Washington’s tough stance on Do-
ha’s alleged funding of terrorism is 
unprecedented and raises questions 
about future US military coopera-
tion with Qatar, which hosts a key 
US airbase with 10,000 US troops.

Trump’s position offered strong 
support to Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt, 

which called on Qatar to stop its 
support of extremism and terror.

After severing ties with Qatar 
on June 5, Saudi Arabia said it was 
committed to “decisive and swift ac-
tion to cut off all funding sources for 
terrorism,” according to an official 
source quoted in the state SPA news 
agency.

The United Arab Emirates, in a 
statement, praised Trump’s “leader-
ship in challenging Qatar’s troubling 
support for extremism.”

The UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain 
and Egypt on June 9 released a “ter-
ror list” that named 12 organisations 
and 59 individuals. The list included 
high-ranking members of the Qatari 
ruling family, such as former Qa-
tari Interior Minister Abdullah bin 
Khalid al-Thani, as well as Qatar-
connected Muslim Brotherhood and 
jihadist leaders with a history of in-
volvement in conflict and upheaval 
in Egypt, Libya and Syria.

Trump’s warning coupled with 
the Gulf countries’ determination 
to sanction Qatar could mean more 
worries for the Doha rulers, who 
may find themselves directly affect-
ed by the fallout of any aggressive 
investigation on the funding of ter-
rorism.

Although Qatar is trying to display 
resilience in the face of sanctions, 
the continuation of the boycott 

measures could prove devastating 
for its economy, which is heavily re-
liant on the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) for imports.

With no outside lifeline and mini-
mal support from the Arab world, 
Doha has sought backing from two 
non-Arab allies: Turkey and Iran. 
While Turkey has said it will in-
crease its military presence in Qatar 
and Iran has offered the use of its 
ports during the crisis, such meas-
ures are unlikely to prove sufficient 
in easing the pressure mounted on 
Qatar.

Seemingly taken aback by Trump’s 
initial remarks, Qatar turned down 
an offer to participate in media-
tion talks in Washington, saying its 
emir would not travel abroad while 
his country was blockaded. The US 
president’s June 9 remarks will be 
even less reassuring to Doha.

Few options seem available to Qa-
tar. Without a change in its policies, 
it is more likely than not to face es-
calating pressure.

Gulf countries are showing Doha 
the way out by defining the end-
game. “This is not about regime 
change. This is about change of pol-
icy, change of approach,” UAE State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Anwar 
Gargash told Agence France-Presse.

He noted, however, that no one 
could ultimately control the “dy-
namic of a crisis.”

The “change of approach” that 
Gulf countries are seeking involves 
Qatar ending its support for Islamist 
extremism and clarifying its ambig-
uous relationship with Iran.

During the Riyadh summit in May, 
Trump made clear that he shared 
those concerns and found common 
cause with Saudi Arabia and its al-
lies on the need to thwart what is 
seen as Iran’s aggressive policies.

Stephen Quillen is an Arab Weekly 
correspondent. The Arab Weekly 
staff in London and Washington 
contributed to this report.

London

A 

cloud of uncertainty 
hangs over the United 
Kingdom after tight 
elections returned Con-
servative Party leader 

Theresa May to power, although 
without an overall parliamentary 
majority.

Britons voted June 8 amid tight-
ened security just five days after 
three terrorists attacked in central 
London, running down pedestri-
ans on London Bridge before in-
discriminately stabbing revellers in 
Borough Market. Eight people were 
killed.

The election campaign was dom-
inated by security and counterter-
rorism issues. Parties suspend-
ed national campaigning twice 
following the Manchester and  
London attacks. Reports that many 
of the attackers, including 22-year-
old Manchester Arena bomber Sal-
man Abedi, were known to police 

raised questions about Britain’s 
counterterrorism policies.

Officials raised the terror threat 
in the UK to “critical” after the May 
22 Manchester bombing, which 
killed 23, meaning that soldiers 

were deployed on the streets and 
an attack was imminent. The threat 
level was reduced to “severe” — an 
attack was “highly likely” — a few 
days later.

May, the prime minister, said that 

“enough is enough” following the 
London attack, pledging to clamp 
down on Islamist extremism. A few 
days later, the former home secre-
tary said she would be prepared to 
rip-up human rights laws that im-
peded more robust terror legisla-
tion.

It was a pledge she returned to 
after announcing her intention to 
form a government with the help 
of Northern Ireland’s Democratic 
Unionist Party. However, with a 
narrow parliamentary majority, a 
resurgent opposition Labour Party 
and criticism from her own back-
benchers, many questioned how 
May intends to push through her 
legislative agenda and how long she 
can remain at the head of a Con-
servative Party that is notorious for 

ridding itself of weak leaders.
Britain is facing an unprecedent-

ed jihadist threat, senior police of-
ficers acknowledged, requiring 
understaffed police and security of-
ficers to innovate.

“In nine weeks, we’ve had five 
plots foiled and three successful at-
tacks. This is completely different 
to anything we have seen for a long 
time,” London Metropolitan Police 
Assistant Commissioner Mark Row-
ley said after the London attacks.

A report by Britain’s Times news-
paper stated that intelligence au-
thorities have identified 23,000 
jihadist extremists in Britain as po-
tential terrorists. About 3,000 were 
considered direct threats and are 
either under investigation or being 
actively monitored. The remaining 
20,000 have featured in previous 
inquiries and are categorised a “re-
sidual risk” but not actively moni-
tored.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in London.
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Friend or foe? Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
during a bilateral meeting with US President Donald Trump (not 
pictured) in the Saudi capital Riyadh, on June 6.                        (Reuters)
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P18Watch mode. British Prime Minister Theresa May stands outside 
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Britain is facing 
an unprecedented 
jihadist threat 
requiring security 
officers to innovate.

The nation of Qatar, 
unfortunately, has 
historically been a 
funder of terrorism, 
and at a very high 
level.”

US President Donald Trump
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