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T 

he spat between Qatar 
and fellow Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) mem-
bers Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and 

Bahrain shows no signs of subsid-
ing, if the actions of media in the 
countries are any indication.

The crisis erupted after state-
ments attributed to Qatari Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
criticising US foreign policy and 
praising Iran were carried on the 
official Qatari News Agency (QNA) 
less than a week after the show of 
solidarity in Riyadh during the Arab 
Islamic American summit. The 
comments led to outrage in the rest 
of the GCC.

The Qatari government issued a 
statement saying the news agency 
had been hacked and that there 
was no validity to the comments at-
tributed to Sheikh Tamim, despite 
state-controlled media initially 
reporting the news as a legitimate 
item.

Qatari Foreign Minister Moham-
med al-Thani blamed the hack on a 
wider hostile conspiracy involving 
the United States.

“It is surprising that during the 
past five weeks, there were 13 opin-

ion articles focused on Qatar” in US 
media, Sheikh Mohammed said at a 
news conference on the day of the 
alleged hacking.

Besides the Qatari foreign minis-
ter’s statements about QNA getting 
hacked, official acknowledgement 
of the crisis came via UAE Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar 
Gargash who warned that the GCC 
was facing a major crisis.

“The Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries are passing through a 
new sharp crisis that carries within 
it a great danger,” Gargash wrote on 
his official Twitter account. “Fend-
ing off sedition lies in changing be-
haviour, building trust and regain-
ing credibility,” he said adding that 
patience “has its limits.”

Matters worsened after Sheikh 
Tamim called recently re-elected 
Iranian President Hassan Rohani 
and lauded the historic ties be-
tween the countries and expressed 
his willingness to strengthen re-
lations, Rohani’s official website 
stated. It added that Sheikh Tamim 
said: “We believe that there is no 
obstacle in the way of deepening 
Iran-Qatar relations.”

Escalating matters was a cartoon 
carried on the Al Jazeera network 
website that depicted Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi and US President Donald 
Trump in an unflattering light. This 
outraged many Saudis, leading to 
calls in the kingdom for the closure 
of the border with Qatar.

The hashtag calling for the border 
closure was started by Saudi writer 
Mohamed al-Othaim, who also 
tweeted: “Due to the strengthening 
of the Qatari-Iranian relations, clos-
ing the Saudi border [with Qatar] 
has become a national duty, to see 

how Iran will react.”
Emirati writer Hamad al-Mazroui 

threw his support behind Othaim’s 
suggestion, adding that the king-
dom was within its rights to do so 
with reasons of sovereignty.

Jeddah-based Okaz newspaper 
parodied both Sheikh Tamim and 
his father, previous Emir Sheikh 
Hamad al-Thani, publishing a doc-
tored photo merging their faces 
under the commentary of “political 
suicide.” The newspaper reported 
there was a “secret” meeting in 
Baghdad between the Qatari for-
eign minister and the head of Iran’s 
al-Quds Force Major-General Qas-
sem Soleimani, a despised figure in 
the GCC.

A report in Al-Ittihad daily in 
the UAE carried quotes from Saudi 
analysts accusing Doha of trying 
to control the region after the 2011 
Arab uprisings via its alliance with 
the Muslim Brotherhood and West-
ern think-tanks it had helped fund. 
The newspaper quoted Dubai Dep-
uty Chief of Police Dhahi Khalfan 
Tamim saying: “It is a political dis-
aster that Qatar prefers the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Iran to Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE, Kuwait and Bahrain.”

The fallout from the latest con-
flict resulted in Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE and Bahrain blocking several 
Qatari-based online news sites, in-
cluding al-Raya newspaper and the 
Al Jazeera network’s official web-
site.

In March 2014, Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE and Bahrain recalled their am-
bassadors from Doha over regional 
security issues related to Qatar’s 
support for the Muslim Brother-
hood movement, specifically in 
Egypt, but the dispute was resolved 

after a pledge from Doha.
The current dispute attributed to 

Sheikh Tamim’s statements erupt-
ed days after Trump’s visit to the 
region to unify the Gulf countries 
on the war on terror and quarantin-
ing Iran.
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Crisis not subsiding. Okaz newspaper’s doctored photo, merging 
the faces of Qatar’s Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and Sheikh 
Hamad al-Thani, dubbed online as “Like father, like son.”         (Okaz)

Matters worsened 
after Sheikh Tamim 
called Rohani and 
lauded the historic 
ties between the two 
countries.UAE Minister of State 

for Foreign Affairs 
Anwar Gargash 
warned that the GCC 
was facing a major 
crisis.

Questioning Qatar’s choices

A look at the crisis 
raging between the 
Qatari government 
and the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) 
countries shows 

intriguing and even amusing 
paradoxes.

Doha’s wrongs risk getting worse 
if it continues to support the Mus-
lim Brotherhood and if its Iranian 
leanings turn out to be the expres-
sion of a strategic choice. One 
wonders if the positions expressed 
by the Qatari rulers were taken out 
of conviction or the reflection of 
specific goals and many misgivings 
with no vision or policy choices 
backing them.

It is obvious that the Qatari logic 
is steeped in a mixture of stub-
bornness, guile and mistrust. It is 
based on a painful heritage of years 
of uneasy relations with Qatar’s 
neighbours, which would probably 
explain its insistence on harbouring 
the Muslim Brotherhood and play-
ing nice with Iran.

This policy may turn out to be 
a careful chess manoeuvre on the 
regional power board and less of an 
endorsement of the Muslim Broth-
erhood’s methods and of Iran’s 
regional play. However, it is giving 
birth to measures and decisions 
harmful to neighbouring countries.

Let us suppose that the Qatari 
rulers are convinced that the Mus-
lim Brotherhood’s philosophy and 
goals are the right prescription for 
the ills of all human society. It is 
rather peculiar, then, that the Qatari 
rulers have not declared their alle-
giance to the Brotherhood or opted 
for its social and political model. 
Why not declare to the world that 

the Muslim Brotherhood has found 
a geopolitical space and is repre-
sented by a country with member-
ships in the United Nations, the 
Arab League and the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation?

Common sense says that the Qa-
tari leadership should experiment 
with the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
model in Qatar itself. Surely the 
experiment will not face any com-
plicated problems or unsolvable 
issues. It will certainly be different 
from the Brotherhood’s experiment 
in populous Gaza, where electricity 
supply is a daily problem and where 
the locals are not allowed to fish, 
not even for sardines.

It is true that the Brotherhood’s 
revised internal regulations will not 
allow Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani to become the organisation’s 
supreme leader. He’s not qualified 
academically, is underage and has 
not been an “active brother” for no 
less than 15 years. He also needs 

to be elected by the Brotherhood’s 
Shura Council.

Then, however, Sheikh Tamim 
could easily scold the Brother-
hood’s venerable leaders and 
remind them that the last revision 
of the rules dates to 1948; 70 years 
is enough time to reduce huge 
boulders to pebbles but apparently 
not enough time to make minor 
adjustments to the Brotherhood’s 
organisation.

It is paradoxical that Doha refuses 
to change the nature of the regime 
in Qatar, yet it is willing to brave all 
kinds of storms and to sacrifice life 
and limb in defence of the Mus-
lim Brothers. Perhaps it has other 
agendas.

If the Qatari rulers cannot 
espouse the Brotherhood’s power 
model, nor can they impose it on 
the harmonious peaceful Qatari 
society, why do they insist on 
presenting it as the miracle cure 
to other societies where diversity, 

modernity and democracy have 
become a way of life?

Qatar’s mere reluctance to 
express its concern about Iran’s 
expansionism in the Middle East is 
a huge step back from Qatar’s initial 
support for the revolution in Syria. 
In this context and in the final anal-
ysis, what the Qatari regime offered 
the Syrian revolution does not go 
beyond picks and axes to ruin it and 
ruin its image. So, why does Doha 
continue to back extremist militias 
in Syria and feed insurgency in 
other countries?

Countries everywhere are stand-
ing up to radicalism in a life-or-
death battle. The radical factions 
themselves are incapable of getting 
along with each other and are in the 
middle of internecine slaughtering. 
So what does Qatar hope to reap 
from its current policies?

Adly Sadeq is a Palestinian writer 
and political analyst.
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Words and choices. Qatari Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani gives a news conference in Doha, 
on May 25.                                                                                                                                                                                                       (AFP)


