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O
n May 26, masked gunmen lay in wait for buses 
carrying Coptic Christians south of the Egyp-
tian capital, then opened fire and killed 24 
people. It was the third attack since December 
on Egypt’s Copts, the Middle East’s largest and 
increasingly embattled religious minority.

And it was a grim reminder, if any were 
needed, that for jihadist groups such as the Islamic State 
(ISIS), al-Qaeda and others, Islam’s holy month of Ramadan 
is not meant for piety but for carnage.

Barely a week ago, the Riyadh summit placed the fight 
against terrorism at the top of the global and regional 
agenda. A day later, a suicide bomber struck at the northern 
English city of Manchester, killing at least 22 people, includ-
ing children. And then came the attack on the Copts in the 
Minya governorate.

The jihadists are waging war — on plurality and peaceful 
coexistence; on any and everyone who does not share their 
perverse view of Islam, of faith, of free will. It is a perpetual 
war on cultural and religious diversity and not a war 
between cultures. It is a senseless war on life itself.

The murdered children of Minya and Manchester have in 
common their innocence in the face of their assassins’ 
savagery.

This blood-soaked week amplified the message of the 
Riyadh summit. There is an urgent need for international 
resolve to fight terrorism. It cannot be left to the Arab and 
Muslim world alone. The problem is global, its effects are felt 
worldwide and playing the blame game is no solution. The 
battle will be long and the lessons from recent incidents 
underline the hard reality of the task.

Terrorism is no longer constrained by borders. This past 
week it was Egypt and the United Kingdom. Not too long ago, 
it was Arish in Egypt, Kirkuk in Iraq and Cross River State in 
Nigeria. Paris, Berlin, Brussels, Orlando, San Bernardino… 
The list of cities where terrorism has caused much blood and 
tears to be shed is long. Even so, as US President Donald 
Trump pointed out in Riyadh, Arabs and Muslims remain the 
main victims of terrorism.

The work of the new Global Centre for Combating Extrem-
ist Ideology, which is examined in this issue on page8, 
becomes even more important. The centre was inaugurated 
by Trump and King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in Riyadh 
but it can only succeed if it is replicated, perhaps even 
duplicated, around the world. One of its most important 
tasks is to uncover the roots of youth radicalisation and 
devise strategies to deactivate the rallying call of extremist 
recruiters.

While all of this continues apace, it is important not to lose 
hope. Despite the jihadists’ atrocities, for the vast majority 
of Muslims, Ramadan will remain a month of prayer and 
worship and of solidarity and empathy with the poor, the 
dispossessed and the disinherited. It will be a month of 
serenity and peace even as war is waged against the foot 
soldiers of evil.

Terrorists wage a war 
on life, everywhere
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When will Iran become 
a normal state?

S
o, Hassan Rohani won 
the presidential 
election in Iran. Will 
that change Iran’s 
behaviour? Nothing 
will change since the 

presidency in Iran is a mere 
façade while the centre of power 
is elsewhere.

Still, we can see in Rohani’s 
victory over his ultra-conserv-
ative opponent a real desire by 
the Iranian population to get rid 
of a regime dominated by the 
religious establishment. It appar-
ently believes that Iran can domi-
nate the region by resorting to 
three strategies: Stir up sectarian 
hate; start sectarian strife in Arab 
societies where sectarian militias 
already exist; and take advantage 
of US gullibility most of the time.

Gullibility is perhaps not the 
appropriate term for a classical 
US policy in which the entire 
region is kept in constant fear of 
the Iranian threat. This threat is 
real to a large extent and can be 
seen in Iran’s implication in the 
crises in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and 
Yemen. Iranian officials arrogant-
ly boast about being in control of 
four Arab capitals and about the 
Iranian presence in the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

By all accounts, Rohani failed 
in his first term as president. His 
only achievement was striking a 
nuclear deal with the five world 
powers plus one in the summer 
of 2015. In reality, it was more of a 
deal with Barack Obama’s United 
States than with the international 
community. The deal gave Iran 
a free hand in the region. The 
Obama administration closed its 
eyes on the direct involvement 
of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps in atrocities against 
the Syrian people.

While Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif and his 
team were exchanging smiles and 
jokes with former US Secretary of 
State John Kerry, Iranian extrem-
ists led by Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei were the real winners 
of the situation. Rohani, who had 
been elected in 2013 on promises 
to improve conditions for Irani-
ans once international sanctions 
against Iran were lifted, failed to 
deliver on these promises.

The Obama administration 
used different excuses to pump 
money into the Iranian regime 
but nothing has changed funda-
mentally, except perhaps that 
Iranians are aware of the true 
nature of their government. They 

have realised that the regime in 
place is incapable of solving their 
problems and even more incapa-
ble of turning Iran into a normal 
state within its region.

Facts are eloquent. Statistics 
show that poverty is on the rise 
in Iran. In other words, the cur-
rent regime in Iran has nothing 
to offer Iranians and the region 
but hollow slogans, sectarian ani-
mosity, misery and ignorance in a 
technologically advanced world. 
The world has taken giant leaps 
forward but Iran has remained 
prisoner of oil and gas prices.

It is this failure to catch up with 
the rest of the world that made 
Iranians hedge their bets for the 
second time on a loser called 
Hassan Rohani. He is incapable 
of travelling to Iran’s neighbours 
and the world at large on a mis-
sion to reverse Iran’s aggressive 
regional policies and promote 
mutual benefits.

For four decades following the 
shah’s overthrow, none of the 
promises made by the founder 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
has seen the light of day. Iran has 
failed to diversify its economy 
despite its diversified resources. 
During the latest elections, Ira-
nians had to choose between bad 
and worse.

Nothing will change in Iran 
until Khamenei is no more. In 
the meantime, it is possible to 
detect the beginning of a regres-
sion in Iran’s role in the region. 
This regression is due mainly 
to two factors. First, the Arab 
regimes are more than ever aware 
of Iran’s expansionist plans and 
are reacting. Second, and despite 
US President Donald Trump’s 
idiosyncrasies, his administra-
tion knows that playing the 
Iranian threat card has achieved 
its goals and it is now time for 
more serious policies. They know 
that it is time to reverse the huge 
imbalance of power created in 
the region since George W. Bush 
had offered Iraq to Iran on a silver 
platter in 2003.

The Arab regimes have per-
fectly understood the Iranian 
challenge. They cleverly avoided 
the trap set by Iran when it tried 
to appropriate the Palestinian 
cause. With or without Rohani as 
president, the question remains: 
When will Iran become a normal 
state?

Khairallah Khairallah is a 
Lebanese writer.
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