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Qatar risks US sanctions over support 
for Hamas, Muslim Brotherhood
Washington

Q 

atar is at risk of being hit 
with US economic sanc-
tions over its alleged sup-
port for Hamas and other 
offshoots of the Muslim 

Brotherhood.
Ed Royce, chairman of the For-

eign Affairs Committee of the US 
House of Representatives, on May 23 
said he would introduce legislation 
threatening sanctions against coun-
tries that provide support for “ter-
rorist elements of the Muslim Broth-
erhood” and Hamas in particular.

Qatar has long been accused by 
other Gulf countries of providing 
funds and political support to Mus-
lim Brotherhood groups, an allega-
tion the Doha government denies. 
“We do not, will not and have not 
supported the Muslim Brother-
hood,” Qatari Foreign Minister Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani 
told Arab News.

Royce and other participants to 
the conference on Qatar and the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s global affili-
ates said there was overwhelming 
evidence to the contrary. Robert 
Gates, a former US defence secre-
tary and CIA director, spoke at the 
event, organised by the Foundation 
for Defense of Democracies (FDD), 
a Washington think-tank, of a “long 
history of Qatar welcoming the Mus-
lim Brotherhood.”

Gates said that, while the Muslim 
Brotherhood was behaving like “sci-
ence fiction shape-shifters,” there 
could be no doubt that it was still a 
movement committed to the re-es-
tablishment of an Islamic caliphate 
and the introduction of sharia. “If 
it looks like a duck and walks like a 
duck, then it probably is a duck,” he 
said in answer to a question whether 
the Brotherhood should be regard-
ed as a group with radical Islamist 
goals.

Royce, a Republican, insisted that 
the threat of sanctions could con-

vince Doha to end its support for 
the Brotherhood. “We need to see a 
change in behaviour immediately,” 
he said about Qatar. Royce did not 
give details of the draft measure 
he has been working on with Brian 
Mast, another Republican in the 
House of Representatives, but said 
the United States had to act fol-

lowing broken promises by Qatar 
to crack down on radical Islamist 
groups.

“If we are talking about moving 
legislation… that focuses on sanc-
tioning those who support Hamas 
and if Qatar is supporting Hamas, 
then we are talking about sanctions 
against Qatar,” Royce said. “There 
comes a time when you have to 
move forward decisively.”

The Qatari Embassy in Washing-
ton did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Moving against Qatar is not a 
straightforward enterprise for the 
United States, however. Qatar is 
home to the biggest US military base 
in the Middle East and is an impor-
tant military ally for Washington 
in the region. Relocating the Qatar 

base to another place in the Middle 
East to put pressure on Doha would 
not be easy, Gates said at the confer-
ence. “I don’t think anybody should 
underestimate how complicated 
that would be,” he said.

Gates said Washington should 
confront Qatar with a list of requests 
and concerns and tell the govern-
ment in Doha that the United States 
expected a change in behaviour. “If 
you are unwilling to change these 
things, then we will begin to change 
the nature of this relationship” 
should be the US message to Qatar, 
he said.

Thomas Seibert is a Washington 
correspondent for The Arab Weekly.
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A 

nger and fear gripped 
Egypt’s Coptic Chris-
tians after masked gun-
men killed more than 
two dozen Christian vil-

lagers and workmen travelling to a 
southern desert monastery.

“We cannot fall silent while we 
are being targeted every day,” said 
Naguib Gabriel, a Christian activ-
ist and a long-time lawyer of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church. “Security 
agencies do not take enough meas-
ures to secure Christians, which 
raises many questions.”

Gunmen opened fire on two 
buses carrying children and their 
families on the morning of May 26 
as they travelled from a village in 
the central province of Beni Suef to 
Saint Samuel the Confessor Mon-
astery, in Minya province, around 
280km south of Cairo.

When one of the gunmen’s vehi-
cles got a flat tyre, they stopped a 
truck carrying Christian workers, 
shot them and took the truck. A to-

tal of 24 other people were wound-
ed in the attacks.

Bishop Makarios of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Minya told the 
New York Times that many of the 
victims in the bus attack were shot 
at close range.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 

al-Sisi ordered air strikes on what 
he called terrorist camps in eastern 
Libya, which he said had produced 
the attackers.

“The terrorist incident that took 
place today will not pass unno-
ticed,” Sisi said. “We are currently 
targeting the camps where the ter-

rorists are trained.”
This was the fourth attack on 

Egypt’s Christians in less than 
five months. In December, a Cairo 
chapel was bombed, killing 29 peo-
ple. Four months later, churches in 
the coastal city of Alexandria and 
the Nile Delta city of Tanta were 
attacked and more than 90 Chris-
tians killed.

The latest attack came hours be-
fore the start of Ramadan, spoil-
ing the national festive mood 
that normally greets the coming 
of Islam’s holy month of fasting. 

Egypt’s Islamic religious authori-
ties cancelled the annual Ramadan 
Eve celebration in solidarity with 
Christians.

There was no claim of respon-
sibility but authorities accused  
the Islamic State (ISIS) of being 
behind the killings. ISIS claimed 
it was responsible for the previ-
ous attacks against Copts and has 
repeatedly threatened to target the 
minority, which makes up around 
10% of Egypt’s population of 93 
million.

The state of fear has led to calls 
from the Coptic Orthodox Church 
for authorities to work harder to 
protect its congregation.

“We are hopeful that some extra 
effort would be made to prevent 
such attacks in the future,” the 
Reverend Polis Halim, the official 
spokesman for the church, told 
The Arab Weekly. “We know that 
policemen do their best but the 
success of each new attack gives 
the Copts the impression that they 
are not a priority for security agen-
cies in their country.”

Ibrahim Ouf is an Egyptian 
journalist in Cairo.
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Unprecedented risks. US House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Ed Royce (C) and the 
committee’s ranking Democratic member Representative Eliot Engel (2nd R)  are seen with staff 
members at a committee meeting in Washington.                                                                                                                                              (AP)
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Grief and anger. A man burns incense by a coffin as relatives of killed 
Coptic Christians gather during the funeral at Abu Garnous Cathedral 
in the Minya town of Maghagha, on May 26.                                          (AFP)
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The terrorist 
incident that took 
place today will not 
pass unnoticed.”

Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
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