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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest to 
travellers in the Middle East 
and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Algeria:
Through May 24               

The 18th European Cultural Fes-
tival in Algeria brings together 
artists from more than a dozen 
countries to perform traditional 
rhythms, jazz and flamenco. It 
takes place in Algiers, Tlemcen 
and Constantine.

Dubai:
Through May 25

“Mary Poppins,” a musical play, 
will be performed at the Dubai 
Opera. It is the story of a nanny 
who flies around with her um-
brella and can find anything in 
her bag. The production involves 
the audience in adventures 
through fantastic effects and 
choreography.

Beirut:
Through June 1

Souk El Tayeb is a weekly market 
that hosts more than 60 produc-
ers from across Lebanon with 
food products as well as tradi-
tional and handmade crafts. 
Souk El Tayeb is open 10am-4pm 
each Thursday at the Village 
Dbayeh.

Beirut:
Through December 28

Events associated with Sursock 
Museum Late Nights take place 
noon-9pm each Thursday at the 
Sursock Museum. The events 
include exhibitions, collection 
displays, late-night talks, perfor-
mances and screenings.

Dubai:
May 22- July 27

Modernist Women of Egypt, 
an exhibit of work by Egyptian 
female artists, takes place at the 
Green Art Gallery on Alserkal 
Avenue in Dubai. The works on 
display are dated from 1950-70, 
showing the evolution of styles 
that shape the Egyptian identity 
of today and reflect the direct 
and emotional effects of political 
unrest in Egypt and the rest of 
the world at the time.

Tunis:
May 30-June 17

The 35th Tunis Medina Festival 
is set for the Municipal Theatre 
of Tunis, Dar Lasram, Dar Hus-
sein and Tahar Haddad Club. 
The festival includes concerts by 
Salatine el-Tarab from Syria, Zied 
Gharsa from Tunisia and others. 
Tunisian singer Leila Hjaiej is to 
perform the opening evening of 
the festival. More than a dozen 
artistic performances will take 
place in the streets of the Old 
Medina and downtown Tunis.

Amman:
During June 

Starting on the third night of 
Ramadan, Amman each year cel-
ebrates traditional Arab culture 
with the Citadel Nights Festi-
val. The city comes to life each 
night of Ramadan with concerts, 
recitals of classical Arab music, 
traditional dishes and authentic 
souks.

Marrakech:
July 1-31

The annual Marrakech Festival 
of Popular Arts and Folklore 
showcases Moroccan traditions, 
music, dance and costumes 
through the ages. Visitors attend 
concerts, exhibitions and Moroc-
can street troupe performances.

London

C 

alled the “Bride of the 
North” and the “Pearl 
of the North,” Tangier 
is Morocco’s gateway to 
Europe on both the At-

lantic and the Mediterranean.
Vast redevelopment projects 

have been carried out in the city 
since King Mohammed VI as-
cended to the throne in 1999 after 
Tangier was seen to have been ne-
glected during the reign of his fa-
ther, King Hassan II.

Tangier, which is one of Moroc-
co’s major tourist destinations, is 
preparing to welcome tourists and 
Moroccan expatriates, who are ex-
pected to arrive in the city by the 
tens of thousands this summer.

Abundant green spaces adorn 
the city’s entrance while the 
3km corniche is undergoing a  
makeover, with greenery, large es-
planades and sports areas replac-
ing demolished nightclubs, bars 
and restaurants, which are to be 

relocated under the pedestrian 
walkway to give way to an unfet-
tered view of the Mediterranean.

A few metres from the ancient 
medina, a state-of-the-art facility, 
Tanja Marina Bay International, is 
being completed.

On the other side of the cor-
niche is a modern, upscale district 
harbouring hotels such as Farah 
Tanger, Royal Tulip, Movenpick 
and the soon-to-be operational 
Hilton, giving high-end tourists a 
wide choice of luxury options.

However, the most fascinating 
part of Tangier is its ancient medi-
na, which was built on a series of 
hills. It is also undergoing a major 
restoration.

Renowned international art-
ists have been captivated by the 
devilish charm of the medina. 
Henri Matisse, Oscar Wilde, Paul 
Bowles, Tennessee Williams, Eu-
gene Delacroix, Emilio Sivilla 
Torres, James McBey and Wil-
liam Burroughs are among the 
well-known people who put the 
Pearl of the North on the map of 
the world’s famed tourist destina-
tions for iconic figures of art and 
literature.

Matisse dubbed Tangier “the 
painters’ paradise” and McBey 
was so in love with the city that he 
was buried on his land there. His 
grave overlooks the Strait of Gi-
braltar and includes an engraved 
inscription in Arabic that reads: 
“He loved Morocco.”

On the way to the Grand Socco, 
a large plaza known as the gate-

way to the medina, the historic El 
Minzah Hotel is a reminder of the 
architecture of Morocco’s colonial 
past. The hotel was built in the 
1930s in the style of a Moroccan 
palace by Scottish nobleman Lord 
Bute.

Entering the old town through 
Bab el Fahs unveils a vibrant at-
mosphere. Fabrics, spices, fruit 
and vegetables adorn the shops. 
Streets narrow in the medina, 
making walking difficult because 
of the cars squeezing past street 
vendors. Old women selling veg-
etables and fresh mint in their tra-
ditional northern Moroccan attire 
are scenes that are increasingly 

rare.
The architecture is a fascinating 

mixture of Andalusian, Moorish, 
colonial and Moroccan styles, each 
of which depicts a time in history.

The Tangier American Legation 
Museum is in the southern part 
of the medina. The breathtaking, 
five-storey mansion houses paint-
ings and three rooms dedicated to 
the American writer Paul Bowles.

The museum also offers a 
glimpse of the history of the rela-
tionship between the United States 
and Morocco, which was the first 
country to recognise American in-
dependence.

North of the medina lies the 
Mendoub Palace, which was built 
in 1929 and was bought by Ameri-
can publishing tycoon Malcolm 
Forbes in 1970 from which to pub-
lish an Arabic language version of 
Forbes magazine. Forbes hosted 
extravagant social events in the 
palace, including his 70th birthday 
party.

After Forbes’ death in 1990, it 
was used to house King Hassan II’s 
personal guests, before being con-
verted into a museum. It has been 
reverted to a house for royal and 
state guests.

The Kasbah Museum, off Place 
du Mechouar, is a must see. It 
houses a large collection of arte-
facts tracing Morocco’s history 
from the Stone Age to the 20th 
century.

Outside the Kasbah is Café Hafa, 
Tangier’s most famous café. Close 
to the necropolis and the Phoeni-
cian tombs, Café Hafa is the per-
fect spot to end a tour of the city 
with freshly made mint tea while 
enjoying a perfect view of the 
Mediterranean.

Tangier is a mesmerising city be-
cause it allows visitors to travel to 
several countries in different eras 
in one place. No wonder it is called 
the Pearl of the North.
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A view of modern Tangier.                         (Saad Guerraoui)

Andalusian-style buildings in the northern Moroccan city of 
Tangier.                                  (Saad Guerraoui)

Well-preserved old doors are seen in the northern Moroccan city of Tangier.                            (Saad Guerraoui)

Called the “Bride of 
the North” and the 
“Pearl of the North,” 
Tangier is situated on 
both the Atlantic and 
the Mediterranean.


