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Ottawa

T 

he Canadian Army’s con-
tribution to the US-led 
coalition fighting the Is-
lamic State (ISIS) has been 
extended until June 30. 

Canadian Defence Minister Harjit 
Sajjan said Canada’s armed forces 
would continue operations sup-
porting coalition partners, which 
include training and advising local 
forces in northern Iraq.

“This extension provides the 
government of Canada the time re-
quired to assess the evolving nature 
of the fight,” Sajjan said in a news 
release. He noted that the mission 
would remain the same but “with a 
few adjustments.”

Canada joined the US-led inter-
national coalition in October 2014 
with six CF-18 jets bombing ISIS tar-
gets in Iraq. In March 2015, the mis-
sion was extended for 12 months 
and expanded to include targets in 
Syria.

The new Liberal government, led 
by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
ceased air strike operations over 
Iraq and Syria in February 2016 and 

changed Canada’s overall anti-ISIS 
contribution. The updated mission 
concentrated on training and Ot-
tawa tripled the number of its mili-
tary advisers and trainers in Iraq.

This non-combat mission, known 
as Operation IMPACT, consists of 
four main areas: Training, advising 
and assisting Kurdish peshmerga 
troops; air-to-air refuelling of coa-
lition aircraft; surveillance and 
intelligence collection; and a ca-
pacity-building initiative aimed at 
enhancing the security capabilities 
of regional allies countering violent 
extremism.

The Department of National De-
fence said Canada allocated ap-
proximately $224.5 million towards 
this refocused mission since Febru-
ary 2016.

The Canadian government is ex-
pected to review and evaluate the 
mission by the end of June.

Given the non-combat nature of 
the Canadian mission, military ad-
justments to the operation may be 
minimal. However, many in Ottawa 
are predicting an increased Cana-
dian involvement.

Canadian Chief of the Defence 
Staff General Jonathan Vance said 
the mission may change as the situ-
ation evolves, given the progress 
made in the campaign against ISIS 
in Mosul. “Canadians should ex-
pect further adjustments as the 
situation warrants,” he said in a re-
lease.

Any further involvement remains 
largely dependent on the defence 
policy review. The Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation (CBC) reported 
that the long-awaited review would 

be made public after Trudeau 
meets with allies at the NATO sum-
mit May 25.

Programmes for countering vio-
lent extremism in the Middle East 
and for operating closely with re-
gional allies to address the issue of 
returning ISIS jihadists to Europe 
and North America will likely see 
increased Canadian support.

One problematic aspect of the Ca-
nadian contribution is Ottawa’s fo-
cus on only training Kurdish forces. 
Some argue that solely supporting 
the Kurds and providing them with 
equipment and weapons could de-
velop into assisting them in estab-

lishing an independent state, some-
thing that could lead to further 
conflict in the already fractured 
region. Changes to the approach 
of this training and equipping pro-
gramme are, however, less likely.

The possibilities for Canada’s fur-
ther engagement in the coalition 
are essentially linked to US plans 
for the anti-ISIS campaign.

Some in Ottawa have voiced con-
cerns over the way the United States 
is leading the coalition, especially 
since Donald Trump became presi-
dent. Concerns over his leadership 
highlight long-standing dynamics 
in US-led coalitions, namely that 

the United States forms coalitions 
to ensure legitimacy, not out of any 
logistical or capacity shortages.

The threat of Trump forging 
ahead alone is very real, with coa-
lition partners essentially forced 
to tag along or otherwise excuse 
themselves from joint operations if 
they feel their concerns are not be-
ing given sufficient attention.

The Trump administration has 
noticeably escalated the fight 
against ISIS positions in Iraq and 
is leading a side campaign with lo-
cal Kurdish forces in Syria. How-
ever, some groups considered the 
Trump administration’s escalation 
as sloppy, resulting in considerable 
civilian causalities. In March, US-
led coalition air strikes resulted in 
killing 1,200 civilians, said Airwars, 
an organisation monitoring air op-
erations in the region.

The Trump administration’s un-
predictability and its seeming lack 
of leadership are raising worries 
among Canadian decision-makers. 
This may lead Canada to align it-
self closer with other European 
and NATO allies to address security 
matters.

Canadian efforts to counter ISIS 
will remain part of the interna-
tional coalition and any changes 
to Ottawa’s mission would need to 
be made in concert with the overall 
campaign planning headed by the 
United States.
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Germany mulls moving its troops from Turkey as tensions rise

London

G 

ermany is considering 
moving hundreds of its 
troops out of Turkey, 
where they are helping 
US-led operations against 

the Islamic State (ISIS), due to a se-
ries of rows between the two coun-
tries, which are closely tied by trade 
and the presence of some 3 million 
ethnic Turks living in Germany.

Some 270 German troops are 
stationed at the Incirlik Airbase in 
southern Turkey, from where they 
operate a squadron of Tornado re-
connaissance aircraft and a refuel-
ling jet as part of the US-led coalition 
carrying out air strikes against ISIS 
in Syria and Iraq.

Incirlik, built by the US military 
in the 1950s, was a cornerstone of 
NATO’s south-eastern defence dur-
ing the Cold War. The base is home 
to about 1,500 US military personnel 
operating A-10 close support aircraft 
and F-15 and F-16 tactical fighters in 
the mission to defeat ISIS in Syria 
and Iraq.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said she would consider moving the 
German troops out of Incirlik after 
Turkish authorities refused to allow 
German members of parliament to 
visit the base. Germany’s military is 
overseen by parliament.

“We will continue to talk with 
Turkey but in parallel we will have 
to explore other ways of fulfilling 
our mandate,” Merkel said on May 
16. “That means looking at alterna-
tives to Incirlik and one alternative 
among others is Jordan.”

Turkey refused to allow the visit 
due to Germany’s decision to grant 
asylum to Turkish soldiers accused 
by Ankara of taking part in last July’s 
failed coup.

At least 450 Turkish diplomats, 

soldiers, other officials and fam-
ily members have sought asylum 
in Germany, German officials said. 
About 7,700 Turkish citizens are 
currently applying for asylum in 
Germany. There was a 228% jump 
in Turkish asylum applications to 
EU countries in the last quarter of 
2016 compared to the same period 
in 2015, EU statistics indicate.

Turkish Prime Minister Binali 
Yildirim on May 16 said Germany’s 
decision to accept the asylum appli-
cations was a “significant develop-
ment in the regression of our rela-
tions again.”

Later that day, two Turkish gener-
als asked for asylum after arriving at 
Frankfurt airport.

German Foreign Minister Sigmar 
Gabriel told the German newspa-
per Neue Osnabrücker Zeitung that 
if “the German parliament is to be 
blackmailed, then the limit of toler-
ance has been reached.” He called on 
the Turkish government to change 
its mind. “Otherwise, the German 
parliament will certainly not leave 
soldiers in Turkey.”

Moving German forces out of In-
cirlik would not be without issues, 
German military analysts said, due 
to the loss of the close support and 
cooperation with US, British and 
other NATO troops there. Options 
such as Cyprus and Kuwait were 
under consideration, though Jordan 
topped the list, German news maga-
zine Der Spiegel said.

German Defence Minister Ursula 
von der Leyen is to inspect an alter-
native site in Jordan in the coming 
days, the magazine said.

“If they want to leave, that is up 
to them,” Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu said May 18 in 
an interview with broadcaster NTV. 
“We are not going to beg. They were 
the ones who wanted to come and 
we helped them. If they want to go, 
we would say ‘Goodbye’.”

Cavusoglu said Germany should 
change its attitude towards Turkey.

“You can’t treat Turkey as you 
wish anymore,” he said. “If you 
want to get closer to Turkey, treat it 
like a friend, don’t act like a boss.”

The spat with Germany is the lat-
est dispute in which Turkey has be-
come embroiled, mostly because of 

its involvement in the Syrian civil 
war where it has backed the Free 
Syrian Army coalition of nationalist 
and Islamist groups fighting Presi-
dent Bashar Assad. As a result, Tur-
key has come up against Russia and 
Iran, which back Assad, but is also at 
odds with the United States due to 
US support for Syrian Kurds against 
ISIS.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan angered European leaders 
by threatening to throw open the 
borders and allow 3 million Syrian 
refugees in Turkey to head west.

Erdogan’s bellicose rhetoric has 
played well domestically but his ac-
cusations, such as saying German 
leaders were behaving like Nazis for 
not allowing rallies in Germany for 
the Turkish April referendum, have 
not endeared him to European po-
litical leaders.

Turkey has potentially more to 
lose from any escalation of the feud 
with Germany, which has long been 
its biggest trading partner. Trade 
between the two countries totalled 

more than $35 billion in 2016, Turk-
ish official statistics stated. German 
official figures, however, show that 
Turkey is Germany’s 17th biggest 
trading partner.

Germany has long struggled to in-
tegrate the approximately 3 million 
people of Turkish descent, mostly 
the descendants of the guest work-
ers who filled labour shortages from 
the 1950s onward. More than 63% 
of Turkish citizens in Germany who 
voted in Turkey’s April referendum 
approved Erdogan’s bid to extend 
the powers of the presidency, lead-
ing to soul-searching among tradi-
tionally liberal Germans.

The head of Germany’s Green Par-
ty Cem Ozdemir, the son of Turkish 
immigrants, said the result showed 
there was a long way to go in terms 
of integration.

“We must fully accept the values 
and constitution of our country if 
we want to be here in the long run,” 
he said.

German officials have balked at al-
lowing Turkish citizens in Germany 

to vote in a referendum Erdogan has 
said would call on reinstating the 
death penalty.

“It is politically inconceivable 
that we would agree to such a vote 
in Germany on a measure that 
clearly contradicts our constitution 
and European values,” government 
spokesman Steffen Seibert said at a 
news conference. “I assume that we 
would use all legal means to prevent 
something like this.”

Add to that Turkey’s ongoing de-
tention without trial of two German 
journalists and it appears unlikely 
there will be an immediate end to 
tensions between the two countries, 
analysts said.

The standoff, Ian Lesser, direc-
tor of the German Marshall Fund’s 
Brussels office, told Deutsche Welle, 
reflects a “general crisis of confi-
dence and cooperation in Turkey’s 
foreign policy relationship with 
Western partners.”

The Arab Weekly staff and media 
reports.
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