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Y
oung Arabs see the cup of life according to where 
they are. In the six wealthy Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil countries, 85% of 18- to 24-year-old respondents 
say they are optimistic, even exuberant, about 
national prospects over the next five years. How-
ever, in the Levant and Yemen, the same percentage 
of young people is despondent about their coun-

tries’ direction.
What is interesting, however, is that in North Africa, a region 

that has its share of woes, the majority still say “their best days 
are ahead of them.”

This extraordinary portrait of Arabs united by their youth and 
geographically divided with respect to their hopes and dreams 
has emerged from a survey by Dubai-based public relations 
company ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller.

The region is overwhelmingly young — 60% of the population 
is under the age of 30 — so it is enormously important to under-
stand the preoccupations and aspirations of Arab youth.

The survey’s findings help build a picture. Overall, it is a 
heartening one. Young Arabs care deeply about getting a good 
education and decent jobs. They are worried about the threat of 
terrorism, which they see as a problem that is as consequential 
as unemployment. They are savvy enough, however, to note 
that the Islamic State is weakening. They are angry and con-
cerned about US President Donald Trump’s attitude towards 
Muslims.

Arab young people acknowledge that most of their news 
comes from Facebook. This highlights the pressing need for 
social media to be integrated into the region’s educational 
system. It is already shaping the way young people think and 
behave.

Young Arabs are above all focused on improving their own 
lives and issues that will affect them directly. They want to 
learn and to earn. They want their governments to provide them 
with the tools to achieve their goals.

How else to read young people’s emphasis on education, its 
quality and the extent to which it prepares them for the job 
market?

Barring the Gulf states, where 80% of those asked said they 
have an education that fits them for jobs of the future, young 
people across the region seem to feel the need to be better-
skilled. This is a matter of concern. The region’s youth bulge, 
which is potentially an asset for growth, could all too easily 
become a liability.

The survey also revealed another key youthful concern. The 
overwhelming majority of respondents — 81% — said they want 
regional governments to better address youth needs. This 
suggests that rumours about the death of the state in the region 
are greatly exaggerated.

Young Arabs still look to their governments to provide the 
structure within which to live and work as high-functioning 
contributors to the public good but it remains to be seen how 
attentive Arab governments will be to the hopes and needs of 
the young. Youth surveys serve an important function in 
helping understand social trends.

Sometimes they set off alarms by identifying problems just in 
time for them to be addressed but they can also give hope, much 
beyond what the region’s newsmakers may have come
to expect.

Arab youth
surveys are useful
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Hamas will never learn 
from its mistakes

I
n discussing the recent 
document issued by 
Hamas, one cannot help 
thinking of the approach-
ing anniversary of the Arab 
defeat in the Arab-Israeli 

war of 1967.
It was, first and foremost, a 

defeat for the Arab genius. By 
creating an “Islamic Emirate” in 
Gaza and by waging wars against 
Israel, Hamas seems to have 
acquired enough experience in 
running state affairs in extremely 
difficult conditions. Why doesn’t 
it transfer its expertise to the 
West Bank by resorting to legiti-
mate means and an internation-
ally sanctioned programme?

Hamas’s programme included 
abandoning the idea of destroy-
ing the state of Israel and accept-
ing the idea of a Palestinian state 
within the 1967 borders.

Hamas also had a comfort-
ing gesture towards Egypt and 
announced that it was break-
ing relations with the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Everybody knows 
that this is not true or possible be-
cause inside each Hamas member 
is a small Muslim Brother expert  
at disguising himself behind an 
expensive business suit and a 
pseudo-elegant tie, pretending 
to be in favour of an open, civil 
state.

Egypt did not swallow the bait 
and has given its relations with 
Hamas a precise frame, that of co-
operating in intelligence work. For 
Egypt, then, relations with Hamas 
are limited to security issues.

Hamas is trying to project a new 
image and has used influential 
European connections to bring its 
programme to the attention of the 
Trump administration but what 
Hamas desires most ardently is 
power. There is no surprise there 
because the Muslim Brotherhood 
and its offspring organisations 
crave power.

To be convinced of Hamas’s 
hunger for power, look at its prac-
tices in Gaza. Hamas took control 
of Gaza by force in June 2007 in 
a blatant breach of all its accords 
with Fatah, including the Mak-
kah Accords. In ten years, Hamas 
accomplished one thing only: 
Hogging power.

Hamas’s goal in Gaza was not to 
put an end to Israeli occupation. 
The real goal was to change the 
character of Palestinian society.

By imposing an embargo on 
Gaza, Israel did Hamas a great fa-
vour. It gave the organisation the 
excuse and the means to maintain 
its grip on the life of every Pales-
tinian in the district.

Hamas returned the favour by 
launching pitiful and ridiculous 
rockets across the border and 
giving Ariel Sharon and his suc-
cessors, including Israeli Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, 
the precious chance to claim that 
there is no Palestinian to negoti-
ate with.

I guess that, following ten years 
of valuable services to Israel, it is 
time for Hamas to present its cre-
dentials to Netanyahu in the West 
Bank. Israel would welcome the 
move since it has always insisted 
on requiring the opposite side to 
recognise Israel’s right to exist.

Still, it is intriguing that Hamas 
brought up the subject of negotia-
tions with Israel. Perhaps Hamas 
wants a long ceasefire with Israel, 
which is exactly what Israel wants 
so it can focus on building more 
colonies in the West Bank and on 
besieging East Jerusalem.

Hamas could have easily 
declared that it wants to control 
the Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation (PLO) and the West Bank. 
To say that the movement’s new 
document is a step forward for 
Palestinians and the region is 
hogwash.

Let’s not forget that Yasser Ara-
fat had to fight long and hard to 
gain acceptance for the Palestin-
ian National Charter on the basis 
of which the Oslo Accords were 
negotiated and that had opened 
for him the gates of the White 
House.

Arafat navigated a long and 
arduous journey of negotiations 
with the United States, then with 
Israel. The goal of Arafat and the 
Palestinian leadership, however, 
was not to exercise power under 
conditions of occupation. It was 
to establish an independent Pales-
tinian state.

Let Hamas say frankly to the 
Palestinians that it wants to con-
trol the West Bank. Israel would  
not object as it would much like 
the type of social order that Ha-
mas is diligent to create in Gaza to 
replace the image of an open-
minded Palestinian society.

Half a century down the road 
from the 1967 defeat, the Arab 
genius is facing another defeat. 
Some people insist on repeating 
mistakes. In 2000, Bill Clinton 
proposed a solution that could 
have worked. Hamas chose then 
to militarise the Palestinian inti-
fada and is choosing now to walk 
down the same losing path. Some 
people will never learn.

Khairallah Khairallah is a 
Lebanese writer.
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