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A 

spat between the Jor-
danian and Syrian gov-
ernments rekindled 
tensions between the 
neighbouring countries 

at a time when US President Donald 
Trump is mulling increased mili-
tary action in the region.

Syrian President Bashar Assad ac-
cused Jordan of planning to deploy 
troops in Syria in coordination with 
the United States.

“We have this information, not 
only from mass media but from dif-
ferent sources. You know that we 
have the same tribes and same fam-
ilies on both sides of the borders,” 
Assad told Russian news website 
Sputnik.

Assad accused Amman of being 
“part of the American plan since 
the beginning of the war in Syria,” 
saying that Jordan is “not an inde-
pendent state in any way” and that 
it “carries out whatever the Ameri-
cans want.”

Jordan rejected the Syrian charg-
es, which Information Minister 
Mohammad Momani branded as 
“devoid of reality,” stressing that 
Amman had always championed a 
political solution to the Syrian war.

“It is unfortunate that the presi-
dent of Syria talks about the po-
sition of Jordan while he has no 
control over the majority of his 
country’s territory,” said Momani, 
quoted by the Jordan’s Petra news 
agency.

Jordanian political commenta-
tors mocked Assad’s remarks. “As-
sad is not as independent as he 
wants one to believe,” wrote Has-

san Barari in an opinion article in 
the Jordan Times. “Iran and Russia 
may decide much of Assad’s op-
tions in the south. Hence, Assad’s 
accusations of Jordan may reflect 
a deeper problem with Iran and its 
schemes in Syria.”

Assad might be concerned that 
the Trump administration is likely 
to pursue further military action 
against the Syrian regime follow-
ing US air strikes against a Syrian 
airbase. The US strikes came in re-
sponse to a chemical weapon at-
tack allegedly carried out by Syrian 
forces in Idlib province.

Jordan welcomed the US air 
strikes as a “necessary and appro-
priate response to the nonstop tar-
geting of innocent civilians” with 
weapons of mass destruction.

The Syrian regime could also be 
concerned about the possibility 
of the United States establishing a 
safe zone in southern Syria.

Jordan, however, insists it is 
backing Syrian rebels to fend off 
the threat of extremist militants, 
including the Islamic State (ISIS).

ISIS claimed responsibility for 
several attacks against Jordan 
and recently released a 20-minute 
video calling for strikes against 
Jordanian security forces.  In the 
video, ISIS reportedly executed 
Syrian rebels who confessed to be-
ing trained by US forces in Jordan 
to fight ISIS.

ISIS militants in the video were 
Jordanian. There are an estimated 
900 Jordanian fighters in Syria and 
Iraq, Jordanian sources told the 
Jordan Times.

There are reports that Jordan 
could be preparing for joint mili-
tary operations with US and British 
special forces against ISIS in Syria.

Former Jordanian Information 
Minister Samih al-Maaytah told 

Al-Monitor website: “Jordan will 
not hesitate to go into an open war 
against [ISIS] outside our borders, 
because the group threatens us di-
rectly.”

It is unclear if Jordanian troops 
will cross into Syria to fight ISIS in-
stead of continuing to rely on Syr-
ian rebels. Such a scenario would 
risk Jordanian forces clashing with 
pro-Assad forces, including Iranian 
militias or Lebanon’s Hezbollah, as 
well as being mistakenly bombed 
by the Russians.

Amman has been careful not to 
antagonise Moscow and on April 

24, Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Ayman Safadi said: “There is no 
solution to the Syrian conflict with-
out Russia.”

Jordanian political commenta-
tors echoed that sentiment. “Jor-
dan’s official position on Syria has 
mostly remained unchanged ad-
vocating a political solution to the 
ongoing war there,” Raed Omari 
wrote on AlArabiya.net.

“Amman, a strategic Washing-
ton’s ally, has even kept communi-
cation channels with Moscow and 
was the only Arab country attend-
ing the Astana talks.”

There are about 635,000 Syrian 
refugees registered with the United 
Nations in Jordan but the actual 
number is estimated to be 1.4 mil-
lion, many of whom live in dire 
conditions but cannot return to 
Syria due to the war.

They make up about 20% of Jor-
dan’s population and Amman has 
frequently requested additional 
financial aid from international do-
nors to deal with the situation.

Mamoon Alabbasi is an Arab 
Weekly contributing editor in 
London.
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Bygone days. A file picture showing Jordanian King Abdullah II (R) being welcomed by Syrian 
President Bashar Assad at Damascus airport in 2010.                      (Reuters)
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Amman has been 
keen not to 
antagonise Moscow.

Jordan insists its 
backing of Syrian 
rebels is to fend 
off ISIS.

T
he smear campaign 
against Jordan in the 
Russian media has 
been intriguing. The 
author of the campaign 
is none other than 

Syrian President Bashar Assad. He 
called Jordan a “non-state” and a 
mere vassal of the United States.

I guess for the Jordanian king-
dom to qualify as a state in the eyes 
of the Syrian dictator, it must first 
cleanse itself based on a sectarian 
basis. It might not endear the king 
to Assad that Jordanian authorities 
do not intend to redistribute the 
kingdom’s population by religion or 
sect or race and that the Hashemite 
kingdom is offering refuge to about 
1.5 million Syrian citizens fleeing 
Assad’s barbaric regime.

Regardless of Assad’s opinions, 
Jordan is an autonomous kingdom 
with functioning state institutions. 
King Abdullah II replaced his late 
father, King Hussein, in 1999 and 
there was no need to tinker with 
the constitution or to put down 
conspiracies of any kind.

There are real institutions in 
the Hashemite kingdom and they 
did their job when King Hussein 
decided to replace his brother Has-
san with his eldest son, Abdullah, 
as crown prince. Prince Hassan had 
been appointed crown prince at 
a time when Prince Abdullah was 
young and there had been multiple 
assassination attempts against the 
sitting king, including the 1960 
bombing of the Jordanian  

Prime Ministry.
The target of that bombing was 

King Hussein, who was supposed 
to be at the ministry that day. 
Instead, Prime Minister Hazza’ al-
Majali and many Jordanian officials 
died in the attack. It was later re-
vealed that the Syrian intelligence 
services, headed by Abdul Hamid 
al-Sarraj, were behind the terrorist 
act and that the objective was to 
destabilise the kingdom.

Destabilising Jordan has been 
the target of the Syrian regime ever 
since the Ba’ath Party took power 
in 1963 followed by the minority 
dictatorship of the Assad clan.

In Jordan, King Abdullah II 
peacefully replaced his father and 
focused on the needs of his people. 
In Syria in 2000, Bashar Assad 
replaced his father who had turned 
the Syrian Arab Republic into “Al-
Assad’s Syria”. Statues of Hafez As-
sad mushroomed all over Syria and 
the population cowered in terror.

In Jordan, King Hussein had 
refused to allow even a single 
statue of himself. The Am-
man Municipality offered 
one as a surprise gift but King 
Hussein ordered the statue 
be placed in one of the royal 
palaces and left Amman free 
of his effigies.

Thanks to skilful tinker-
ing with the Syrian con-
stitution, Bashar Assad 
“inherited” Syria from his 
father. At the beginning, 
Bashar Assad had excellent 
relations with King Abdullah 
II. They even got along on a 
personal level.

However, the Jordanian 
monarch quickly discovered the 
strong bonds between Assad and 
Iran. He also became aware of the 

strong influence of Hezbollah in 
Syria. Assad had laid the founda-
tions for a permanent Iranian pres-
ence in Syria. Little did he imagine 
then the dangers of such a strategy 
to Syria and to the region.

The Syrian dictator should have 
taken a long look at himself before 
speaking ill of a neighbouring 
country. He could have engaged 
in a simple compare-and-contrast 
exercise. Jordan is a truly inde-
pendent country. It has a modern 
constitution and regular elections. 

Bashar Assad is in no position to criticise Jordan
It is taking serious steps to improve 
the economy and education and, 
above all, it has excellent relations 
with the Gulf countries, the United 
States, Russia and Europe.

No need to look at Syria with 
respect to all of that. Let us not 
even compare per person income. 
Syria is rich with natural resources, 
far richer than Jordan. Is it normal 
then that per person income in Jor-
dan is much higher than in Syria? 
Most importantly, someone whose 
country is divided into five zones of 
foreign influence should not have 
the arrogance to give lessons in 
patriotism and sovereignty.

Unlike Assad’s Syria, Jordan 
has refused to live under foreign 
tutelage. King Abdullah’s name will 
be associated with success while 
Bashar Assad’s will be forever tied 
to Syria’s destruction. In all events 
associated with the “Arab spring,” 
only one Jordanian citizen died — 
and of a heart attack.

In Syria, however, and since 
March 2011, half a million Syr-
ians have perished and entire 
neighbourhoods and villages 
have been erased from exist-
ence. There are more than 10 

million Syrian refugees and 
yet some people have the 
gumption to give lessons 
in patriotism.

Bashar Assad should 
have chosen a different 

target than Jordan for his 
smear campaign. The presi-
dent of a rogue minority 
regime cannot compare 
to a true king with deep 
historical roots inside and 

outside Jordan.
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View point
Unlike 
Assad’s 
Syria, 
Jordan has 
refused to 
live under 
foreign 
tutelage.

Destabilising Jordan has been 
the target of the Syrian regime 
ever since the Ba’ath Party took 
power in 1963.

Wrong target. A woman holds a sign during 
a demonstration across the street from UN 
headquarters in New York.                                  (AFP)


