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Agenda
Dubai:
April 19- 21
Indiana Jones will be screened
in the Dubai Opera auditorium,
accompanied by the 21st Century Symphony Orchestra which
will play all the movie soundtracks.
Dougga:
April 29-30
The first Sound of Stones festival will take place in Dougga, an
archaeological site in northern
Tunisia and includes performances from international and
local electronic musicians.

Competitors sailing on boats during the eighth edition of the festival. 			

(The Cultural Programmes and Heritage Festivals Committee)

Al Dhafra Water Festival offers
family fun and excitement
Faith Salama

Mirfa

T

he desert jewel and
the diva of the Arabian
Peninsula will soon be
making its usual annual
splash.
For lovers of marine sports,
breathtaking landscapes and nature in its finest form, Al Dhafra Region has much to offer, including
a water festival organised by the
Cultural Programmes and Heritage
Festivals Committee, taking place
April 20-29 in the emirate of Abu
Dhabi.
Centred in the city of Mirfa, the
Al Dhafra Water Festival offers family fun through competitions and
other activities.
Director of the festival Obaid
Khalfan al-Mazrouei said “extensive preparations are taking place
ahead of the ninth edition”.

The festival attracts
around 60,000
visitors annually.
He noted that the festival’s name
was changed from “Al Gharbia Watersports Festival” to Al Dhafra
Water Festival, in accordance with
a decree by UAE President Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahyan.
The decree changed the names
of the Eastern Region in Abu Dhabi
to Al Ain Region while the Western
Region is Al Dhafra Region.
“A strategic geographical position and a rich historical heritage
have allowed Al Dhafra to produce
an exceptional blend of originality and modernity. The region is

widely recognised as a rich heritage
site that boasts exclusive historical treasures and thrilling natural
landscapes,” Mazrouei said.
The Higher Organising Committee is betting on an innovative
preparation and a creative organisation as it highlights the genuine
aspects of local Emirati culture.
Visitors are invited to discover the
customs and traditions of locals
while exploring the Emirati environment and its various characteristics.
The festival, which takes place
on Mirfa’s 20,000 sq.-metre beach,
includes competitions ranging
from traditional Emirati boat racing to kite surfing and parasailing
as well as parachute sailing, swimming, volleyball and beach football. There are many exceptional
heritage activities closely related
to the marine environment. About
4,000 participants from 20 countries are expected to take part.
This year’s Al Dhafra Water Festival coincides with the organisation
of the inaugural 60ft Dhow Dalma
Race. Organised by the Abu Dhabi
Sailing and Yacht Club, the Dalma
Race will be awarding prizes with a
total value of nearly $7 million.
In addition to sporting events,
the festival features a variety of
other activities, including a traditional market, offering visitors an
opportunity to discover the history, tradition and customs of locals.
The children’s village features
games, marine sports, entertainment as well as cultural and heritage activities. Competitions and
workshops are organised to develop the skills of children and boost
memory.
The activities of the ninth edition are expected to shed light on
the significance of Al Dhafra as a

Doha:
Through May 21
Picasso-Giacometti is an exhibition that begins at the Fire Station Artist in Residence centre
in Doha. The exhibition includes
more than 80 works from collections of the Musée National
Picasso and the Foundation
Giacometti in Paris, including
“The She Goat” (1950) by Pablo
Picasso and Alberto Giacometti’s
“Tall Woman” (1960).
Beirut:
Through June 1
Souk El Tayeb is a weekly
market that hosts more than 60
producers from across Lebanon with food products as well
as traditional and handmade
crafts. Souk El Tayeb is open
10am-4pm each Thursday at the
Village Dbayeh.
Beirut:
Through December 28

Emirati girls wearing traditional outfit pose near Mirfa beach,
outside Abu Dhabi. 					
tourist attraction. Al Dhafra Water
Festival attracts around 60,000
visitors annually.
The festival in previous years has
provided an opportunity for locals
to explore new cultures, customs
and traditions by way of interaction with other nationalities.
Al Dhafra is becoming one of the
UAE’s most popular tourism experiences as it caters to all tastes. It
is widely known as a home to a diverse range of wildlife and is a hotspot for hunting with falcons.
The region covers an area of
40,000 sq.km and comprises seven townships. It is home to the
Sir Bani Yas Island resorts, Qasr Al
Sarab desert resort, the Liwa desert
and several other towns, villages
and scattered islands.
Some of the towns are in the
heart of the desert, namely Mahadher Liwa, Madinat Zayed, Baynounah and Ghayathi. Others — Mirfa,
Al Ruwais and Al Sila’a — overlook
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the Arabian Gulf.
Along hundreds of kilometres of
coastline, the fishing, herding and
farming settlements can be traced
back 8,000 years.
Among the renowned islands in
Al Dhafra is Dalma, a historic pearldiving hub. The island has been inhabited for more than 7,000 years
and visitors can travel there by
ferry from Jebel Dhanna.
Abu al Abyad, the largest of
about 200 islands along the coast of
the UAE, is a typical offshore island
where attractions are often related
to the pearl fishing industry.
Sir Bani Yas Island, which was
established as a nature reserve by
the late founder of the UAE Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan, is one
of the largest islands in UAE and
more than half of it is dedicated to
wildlife conservation.
Faith Salama is a Lebanese
journalist.

Events associated with Sursock
Museum Late Nights take place
noon-9 pm each Thursday at
the Sursock Museum. The event
includes exhibitions, collection
displays, late-night talks, performances and screenings.
Algeria:
During May
The 18th European Cultural Festival in Algeria brings together
artists from more than a dozen
countries to perform traditional
rhythms, jazz and flamenco. It
takes place in Algiers, Tlemcen
and Constantine.
Palestinian territories:
May 13-18
The tenth Palestine Festival
of Literature — PalFest – takes
place across historic Palestine.
The annual travelling festival
includes free public events, such
as readings, workshops, music
performances, debates, meetings with authors and artists and
visits to historic sites.
Dubai:
May 17-20
The ninth Dubai Tango Festival
is scheduled for the Meydan
Hotel and includes various tango
workshops, milongas along
with famous tango dancers and
singers.
Marrakech:
July 1-31
The annual Marrakech Festival
of Popular Arts and Folklore
showcases Moroccan traditions,
music, dance and costumes
through the ages. Visitors attend
concerts, exhibitions and Moroccan street troupe performances.

We welcome submissions of
calendar items related to
cultural events of interest to
travellers in the Middle East
and North Africa.
Competitors sail on traditional dhows during the eighth edition of the festival.

(The Cultural Programmes and Heritage Festivals Committee)

Please send tips to:
editor@thearabweekly.com

