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T 

he United Arab Emirates 
has been providing assis-
tance to Yemen for dec-
ades as part of its efforts 
to spread wealth to coun-

tries and people in need.
Overall, the UAE  is ranked as 

one of the world’s top contributors 
of development aid, a distinction 
achieved in record time, the Brit-
ish ambassador to the UAE, Philip 
Parham, said.

“We congratulate the UAE lead-
ership, government and people for 
the remarkable leading role in the 
field of humanitarian assistance,” 
Parham said in a statement mark-
ing the 2017  year of giving initiative 
launched by UAE President Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahyan.

Over the last 20 months, the UAE 
has spent more than $1.6 billion 
in Yemen alone, with half a billion 
dollars going strictly to humanitar-
ian aid.

On February 8th, when the Unit-
ed Nations launched an effort to 
raise $2.1 billion to provide food 
and other essential assistance for 
the 12 million people in Yemen who 
were reportedly facing the threat 
of famine, the UAE was one of the 
first to support the call. The Gulf 
state has been the largest aid donor 
in this fundraising effort, contrib-
uting just under a billion dollars.

The Emirates Red Crescent (ERC) 
has also been collecting donations 
from the Emirati populace in sup-
port of the Yemenis. In February, 
after coalition forces liberated the 
coastal town of Yakhtal, the ERC 
distributed 5,000 food baskets, 

blankets and tents to residents.
“The UAE, led by President 

Sheikh Khalifa, prioritises the hu-
manitarian cause of the Yemeni 
people, based on the humanitar-
ian approach of the founder of the 
UAE, the late Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan al-Nahyan, who spared no 
effort to back the Yemeni people 
in all circumstances,” Hamdan al-
Mazrouei, chairman of the board 
of the ERC was quoted as saying by 
the Abu Dhabi-based the National 
newspaper.

“Through its efforts in Yemen, 

the Emirates Red Crescent seeks to 
minimise the impact of the current 
situation on the lives of thousands 
of the most vulnerable and under-
privileged civilians,” al-Mazrouei 
added

But not all of the aid from the 
UAE and other countries has made 
it to its intended target.

According to Abdul Raqeeb Fath, 
the Yemeni minister of Local Ad-
ministration and head of the High-
er Relief Committee, humanitarian 
efforts have been obstructed by the 
Houthis and fighters loyal to for-

mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh 
since their power grab in Septem-
ber 2014.  During this time,  Houthi 
forces have seized and looted more 
than 63 aid ships in the ports of Ho-
deidah, Sulaif and Aden, Fath said.

Fath told the Emirates News 
Agency earlier this month that the 
militia intercepted and seized ships 
carrying humanitarian and medical 
aid intended to assist Yemenis dis-
placed by insurgent bombardment. 
According to the Yemeni minister, 
the Houthis confiscated 223 relief, 
medical and humanitarian convoys 

and then sold the seized materials 
on the black market. The forces 
also reportedly abducted 30 aid 
workers.

Aid efforts from the UAE have 
also reached areas newly liberated 
from the Houthis. This is part of the 
UAE’s overall strategy to not only 
neutralise the Houthi threat, but  
also support Yemenis who have suf-
fered under the rebels.

The UAE has vowed to continue 
its drive to help the people of Yem-
en, recently pledging an additional 
$1.2 billion in aid.

Emirati humanitarian support to continue for Yemen
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Reinstating hope. A truck carrying parcels provided by the Emirates Red Crescent prepares to deliver aid in the city of Aden.             (AFP)

The UAE has vowed to 
continue its drive to 
help the people of 
Yemen, recently 
pledging an additional 
$1.2 billion in aid.

UAE makes a difference in Yemen and beyond

S
ince the very beginning 
of the Houthi uprising 
against the internation-
ally recognised govern-
ment of Yemeni 
President Abd Rabbo 

Mansour Hadi, the United Arab 
Emirates has committed itself to 
a moral and humanitarian 
mission to support the people of 
Yemen.

The Emirati people and their 
leadership gave no second thought 
before joining the Saudi-led 
coalition, hoping to protect war-
wracked Yemen and its people 
against Houthi aggression. The 
UAE sacrificed its soldiers and paid 
with blood and treasure to defend 
the region against foreign med-
dling and help the governmental 
transition in Yemen.

Two years after Operation Deci-
sive Storm was launched, the UAE 
continues to support the Yemeni 
people with much-needed moral 
and material support.

In a statement to the UN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva in Febru-
ary, Emirati Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash said 
the UAE had provided more than 
$1.6 billion in direct humanitarian 
aid to Yemen since April 2015.

A recent report from the United 
Nations and humanitarian part-
ners said nearly 80% of house-
holds in Yemen were in a worse 
economic situation than before the 

conflict. Data indicate that 17 mil-
lion Yemenis suffer from hunger, 
an increase of 21% since June 2016.

International organisations, as 
well as the Aden-based govern-
ment, have repeatedly accused 
Houthis of intercepting humani-
tarian aid. The Iran-backed rebels 
reportedly seized relief ships and 
gave supply goods to their fighters.

Despite repeated attempts by 
the Houthis to disrupt relief, the 
UAE has taken measures to open 
liberated areas to humanitarian 
assistance.

Following the liberation of Aden 
in July 2015, the Saudi-led coali-
tion and the UAE used the city’s 
port to try to meet the urgent 
needs of Yemenis. Electricity and 
water were restored, more than 
150 schools were renovated and 
damaged hospitals were made 
functional. Numerous other pro-
jects were implemented to assist 
the local population.

Similar efforts were undertaken 
in Mukalla and eastern Yemen. 
The UAE is preparing to increase 
humanitarian assistance in west-
ern areas after their liberation.

The Emirati initiatives in Yemen 
are making a difference in the 
country’s development and recon-
struction and enabling a prompt 
improvement in the humanitarian 
situation.

Crucial to the aid efforts is the 
role of the Emirates Red Cres-
cent. Operations of the volunteer 
humanitarian organisation have 
centred on relief, health care and 
education. The Emirates Red 
Crescent has shown a resourceful 
response to the deteriorating situ-
ation and contributed to the return 

of normal life to many affected 
areas in Yemen.

It is widely recognised that the 
Emirati initiatives are not restrict-
ed to one country or one region. 
The goodwill of the Arab country 
has served a substantial number of 
noble causes around the world.

The UAE provided $8.8 billion in 
foreign aid during 2015, the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation said. About 
92% of foreign assistance went to 
development projects to support 

long-term solutions, alleviate pov-
erty and fund the improvement 
and restoration of infrastructure 
and transport.

The UAE perceives its generous 
foreign aid as a natural part of its 
humane duty and a form of com-
mitment to its Arab and Islamic 
values.

The UAE’s foreign aid strategy 
for 2017-21 was begun to identify 
countries and sectors that need as-
sistance. The strategy engaged the 
private sector and created a unit 
for technical assistance, Emirati 
Minister of State for International 
Cooperation Reem bint Ibrahim 
al-Hashemi said.

This course of Emirati humani-
tarian action was inspired by the 
approach of UAE founder, the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahy-
an, who spared no effort in the 
support of Arab people.

He was a remarkable leader with 
a pioneering vision that led to the 
creation of the UAE — a country 
that ranks as the most competitive 
economy in the Middle East and 
North Africa, a report by the World 
Economic Forum stated.

Sheikh Zayed’s universal respect 
and tolerance had played a crucial 
role in regional issues. He had 
stressed the importance of Arab 
unity and stood by other Arab 
countries in need.

It is no surprise that his legacy 
and vision are admired and cel-
ebrated in many countries, with 
many mosques, schools, univer-
sities and streets named in his 
honour.

Iman Zayat is a Tunisian 
journalist.
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View point
The 
goodwill 
of the UAE 
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substantial 
number 
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around the 
world.

The UAE has provided more than 
$1.6 billion in direct 
humanitarian aid to Yemen since 
April 2015.

Much-needed help. Yemenis carry boxes of 
food aid provided by the Emirates Red Crescent 
for displaced people in the city of Marib.      (AFP)

UAE mission in Yemen


