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“T
he white man in Eu-
rope or America is our 
number-one enemy. 
The white man crushes 
us underfoot while we 

teach our children about his civili-
sation…

“Let us instead plant the seeds of 
hatred, disgust and revenge in the 
souls of these children. Let us teach 
these children… that the white man 
is the enemy of humanity, and that 
they should destroy him at the first 
opportunity.”

Thus wrote Sayyid Qutb, the first 
of the jihadist ideologues. During 
long years of imprisonment in his 
native Egypt, he wrote about Is-
lamist rage against the colonising, 
exploitive West and the oppressive 
post-colonial Arab regimes in his 
landmark manifesto, Ma’alim fi al-
Tariq (Milestones of the Road).

It was published in 1964 and 
promptly banned. Two years later 
Qutb was hanged.

Qutb preached violent jihad. 
Among his revolutionary followers 
was Abdullah Azzam, Osama bin 
Laden’s mentor in Afghanistan, and 
Ayman al-Zawahiri, the Egyptian 
physician from a prominent family 
who became a jihadist leader and 
now heads al-Qaeda.

The radicalisation of Islam that 
Qutb pioneered has accelerated 
in recent years with the spread of 
the internet and social media to 
the extent that it now has a global 
reach, providing recruits for Islam-
ist groups such as the Islamic State 

(ISIS) and al-Qaeda’s various off-
shoots.

In the Arab world, mushrooming 
discontent among young Muslims, 
not just animosity towards the West 
but towards dysfunctional, corrupt 
and usually repressive regimes in 
the Middle East, Africa and Asia, 
fuels the steady growth of hard-line 
Islam.

Many young Muslims in Western 
Europe, an alienated generation 
whose members are often from the 
North African ghettoes on the fring-
es of the continent’s major cities, 
drift into crime and become radical-
ised in prison.

The wars in Iraq and Syria over 
the last two decades have been 
sustained by a seemingly endless 
stream of young Muslim volunteers 
seduced by jihadist propaganda, 
which these days has become a 
powerful, professionally produced 
arm of the Islamist enterprise.

ISIS’s Library of Zeal recently in-
troduced an application for teach-
ing the Arabic alphabet to children 
on android devices with jihadist 
themes.

The jihadists’ capabilities in the 
digital sphere are now so great that 
extremist groups, ISIS in particular, 
run covert networks across Europe 
that carry out attacks on civilian 
targets.

These range from so-called lone 
wolves driving vehicles into crowds 
to sleeper cells, often composed of 
veterans of the jihadist wars, trained 
in handling weapons and explosives 
and carrying out relatively complex 
multi-target operations. These are 
becoming increasingly sophisticat-
ed and until security services can 

penetrate the encrypted message 
systems the jihadists employ, there 
is every reason to suppose these at-
tacks will become more ambitious 
and deadlier.

Recent surveys of Arab millenni-
als, which seek to understand how 
young people can be curbed from 
drifting into the clutches of the ji-
hadist groups, unfailingly show 
that their disillusionment with gov-
ernments’ failure to provide jobs, 
education and hopes for the future 
is one of the jihadists’ greatest re-
cruiting agents.

This pervasive sense of aliena-
tion, heightened by the region’s 
worsening instability and growing 
sectarian collision, was dramati-

cally heightened with the failure of 
the much-heralded uprisings of the 
“Arab spring” in 2011 to bring about 
meaningful change.

The war in Syria is one of the re-
sults and has attracted tens of thou-
sands of volunteers from around 
the globe to join the fight against 
the Assad regime or to further the 
Islamic cause.

A recent region-wide poll showed 
that six years on from 2011, the 
overwhelming majority of the 
3,500 18-24-year-olds questioned 
in 16 countries across the Middle 
East and North Africa in the annual 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller youth 
survey are more disillusioned than 
ever, with political indifference a 

major complaint.
Most rejected ISIS and its savage, 

apocalyptic brand of Islam, but are 
convinced that the main problems 
blighting the region are unemploy-
ment, the lack of democracy, the 
ever-rising cost of living that doom 
them to an uncertain future — all 
deficiencies that ultimately benefit 
ISIS.

Perhaps most tellingly for Arab 
governments as the heady expecta-
tions of 2011 evaporate, only 36% 
of those surveyed thought the Arab 
world was better off — down from 
72% in 2012.
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Alienated generation. A man suspected of belonging to the Islamic State is led by Spanish National 
Police officers after being detained in Las Palmas, last February.                                                             (Reuters)
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The roots of the UK’s problem

T
he London events were 
expected. Even the 
British knew that a 
new terrorist act was 
inevitable.

The attacker at the 
British Parliament is not an un-
known. British intelligence services 
kept a file on him and knew that 
he was born in Britain and that he 
was a religious extremist. This kind 
of knowledge is useless if not fol-
lowed by deeds.

The whole affair is the result 
of a grand ploy with two facets. 
There are first the seeds of religious 
extremism planted by political 
Islamists in Europe. These seeds 
have produced a new generation of 
extremist ideas. The second facet 
is the theory of moderate Islam, 
which Islamists were very keen to 
spoon-feed Europeans.

To pin down the source of the 
ploy, look no further than the Mus-
lim Brotherhood.

For decades now, the inter-
national network of the Muslim 
Brotherhood has used London 
as a launch pad for its interna-
tional activities. The Brotherhood’s 
presence in London created the 
appropriate environment for the 
spread of the kind of ideas behind 
the attack in the city.

The Muslim Brotherhood always 
adapts its approach to its environ-
ment. In the Middle East and the 
Arab world, the Brotherhood gets 
into people’s hearts and minds 
through social solidarity and dubi-
ous charities. In Britain, however, 

a tight system of social security 
allows needy people to enjoy a 
decent living. So the Brotherhood 
must find other ways to the hearts 
and minds of the Muslim com-
munities in Britain and Europe. 
This magic key is intellectual and 
ideological solidarity.

The Muslim Brothers see them-
selves as the rightful guardians of 
the faithful in the West. No wonder 
then that all mosques, charities, 
proselytising centres, pilgrimage 
and Umrah agencies and Zakat 
collection centres have been gradu-
ally transformed into Brotherhood 
agencies. Anywhere Muslims 
gather in Europe, a collection for 
the Brotherhood is taken.

The Brotherhood and its Salafist 
allies in the West have claimed a 
monopoly on converting people 
to Islam and concomitantly on 
recruiting potential new volunteers 
for the Islamic State (ISIS), al-Qae-
da and other jihadist organisations. 

In Britain today it is almost impos-
sible to find a new convert to Islam 
with moderate ideas.

The problem in Britain is that the 
government still cannot identify 
among Muslims individual spiritual 
or intellectual leaders with whom 
it can communicate and who can 
in fact contain this community. But 
then who says that Muslims need 
a guardian? Is it acceptable to ap-
point a guard for every potentially 
turbulent community?

So, what is Britain to do? What 
can Britain do when in 2017 some 
Muslims still insist on living ac-
cording to injunctions and beliefs 
belonging to the first and second 
centuries of Islamic history?

If Britain, France, Germany and 
Belgium have all accepted to live 
with the Muslim Brothers and 
other types of 
extremists, 
it is because 
they couldn’t 

find alternatives to fill the widen-
ing gap between their societies and 
the Muslim world.  With the rise of 
populism and the extreme right in 
Europe and the United States, Euro-
pean governments are facing a real 
problem. Muslims in their countries 
are feeling insecure.

Right-wing leaders in Europe and 
the United States know very well 
the social influence of the Islamic 
right. They offer a simple proposi-
tion: “If Muslim leaders in Muslim 
countries refuse to reform extrem-
ist ideology, then we don’t have to 
accept all of these waves of Muslim 
refugees.” The bare-bones logic of 
the proposition appeals to masses of 
people.

The obstacle facing reforma-
tion of Islamic thought is again the 
Muslim Brotherhood. It controls the 
al-Azhar institution in Egypt and 
all official religious institutions in a 
good number of Muslim countries. 
Being in control of these institutions 
has always been a major objective 
of the Brotherhood, as important as 
infiltrating the army and the police 
and seizing political power.

We are now witnessing the third 
stage of providing ideological cover 
and logistical support to extrem-
ists everywhere. Al-Azhar scholars 
may not have meant to theorise 
for extremist organisations such as 
ISIS and al-Qaeda but they have not 
explicitly condemned them either.

Europe is losing faith in the 
Muslim world. But Britain, in par-
ticular, must face its own Islamist 
problem.  The social and ideological 
environment created by the Muslim 
Brothers must be contained and 
deactivated.
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Losing faith. A police officer secures a street leading to the Houses of Parliament 
in central London, on March 24th.                                                                                       (AFP)


