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Anti-Palestinian posts sweep Israel social media
Noreen Sadik

Taibeh, Israel

P

alestinians in Israel and
the occupied territories say
messages of incitement
against them come from
officials in the highest office, not just average social media
users.
7amleh — the Arab Centre for Social Media Advancement in Haifa
— conducted research about antiArab social media posts written in
Hebrew in response to “an Israeli
campaign, which aimed to place the
blame for incitement to hatred on
Palestinians”.
The research shows an escalation
in hate speech by senior Israeli officials and the media, both of which
they said influence public opinion
and content on social media sites.
7amleh said the increase of “racism and widespread hatred and incitement against Arabs and Palestinians” coincides with government
and media statements.

675,000

anti-Arab posts were
uploaded in 2016.
Conducted in 2016, the research
said 60,000 Israeli internet users
wrote posts in Hebrew on social
media sites that were racist and incited hatred. A total of 675,000 anti-Arab posts were uploaded at the
rate of one post every 46 seconds
throughout 2016. In 2015, there
were 280,000 similar posts.
Palestinian citizens of Israel number 1.7 million, 20% of the population, and are subject to approximately 60 discriminatory laws.
The most common terms of in-

citement used against Arabs were:
Killing, death, expulsion, deportation, burning, elimination, rape and
physical violence.
Most of the posts were directed
at Arab politicians. Knesset member, Haneen Zoabi was the subject of 60,000 posts; Ahmed Tibi
40,000 posts, Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas 30,000 posts;
Head of the Joint Arab Committee
Ayman Odeh 25,000 posts; and Basil Ghattas 15,000 posts.

The majority of
Israeli hate posts
were directed at Arab
politicians.
In September, 2016, the Israeli
government and Facebook came to
an agreement to work together to
fight online incitement. Ten days
following the agreement, Facebook
disabled the accounts of editors at
Quds and Shehab News Agency, two
of the Palestinians’ most widely
read online publications. They were
later reinstated.
“This campaign has also led to
enacting laws that force social media companies to comply with Israel’s policies and interests, further
discriminating against the digital
rights of Palestinians,” 7amleh said.
“This policy appears to give a
green light for Israeli social media
users to continue and escalate their
extremism in the virtual sphere,
meaning that this phenomenon will
only continue to aggravate.”
Although 87% of the anti-Arab
posts were on Facebook, Adalah —
the Legal Centre for Arab Minority
Rights in Israel — reported that Facebook approved removal of 95% of
the 158 requests submitted by Israel
to remove content that was deemed
incitement.
Police statistics indicate that in
2016, 82% of those arrested for incitement were Palestinian citizens

Arab Israeli MP Haneen Zoabi (C) scuffles with Israeli security forces during a demonstration in the
city of Ashkelon.
(AFP)
of Israel and 18% were Israeli Jews.
7amleh said that the digital rights
of Palestinian users are being controlled and that Israel, “through
these practices, has actually started
extending its occupation not only
over Palestinian land but across the
digital world as well”.
7amleh Director Nadim Nashif
said: “This report contains a message to the decision makers on these
social media networks to halt the
biased and dual policies. The report
also calls on social media networks
to stand firm against the incitement
and violations hosted on their sites
against Arabs and to deal with, on a
serious level, risks induced as a re-

sult of this incitement.”
In November, when fires burned
in many parts of Israel and the West
Bank during an unusually dry period, Israeli Public Security Minister
Gilad Erdan, without evidence, accused Arabs of arson.
Erdan, who supervises the police,
commented in a Facebook post: “Israel has experienced arson terrorism and I won’t let anyone sweep
this fact under the rug. The problem
with arson: Why does it seem unrealistic that Arabs would attempt to
harm Jews?”
The Israeli public showed great
support for Elor Azaria, the Israeli
soldier who killed Palestinian Abd

Fatah al-Sharif as he lay on the
ground motionless. Israeli Prime
Minister
Binyamin
Netanyahu
called for Azaria to be pardoned.
Others went further.
Ran Karmi Buzaglo, a leader of
the public campaign in support
of Azaria, started a costume competition for the upcoming Purim
holiday. In an interview with Israeli
Channel 2 TV, he said: “Elor Azaria
is a soldier who was sent to defend
us and I am proud to see children
dressing up as him.”
Noreen Sadik is a
Palestinian-American journalist
based in Israel.

Is a third intifada the only option left for the Palestinians?
Dalal Saoud

Beirut

T

he little hope that Palestinians have been hanging
on for establishing their
own state has been dampened by US President
Donald Trump’s confusing vision
of settling the nearly 70-year-old
Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
Breaking with two decades of US
commitment to the establishment
of a Palestinian state alongside Israel by suggesting that he would be
“happy” with whatever Israel and
the Palestinians “like” in terms of
one-state or two-state solutions,
Trump would be throwing the Palestinians into the lion’s den.
By washing his hands of a stagnant peace process and dropping
the US role as a broker, Trump
would be opening the way for Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu to achieve his goal: Complete
sovereignty, total security control
over the area west of the Jordan
River and recognition of the Jewish
state.
It is not that the Palestinians were
counting much on the peace process — dead for a long time — but the
absence of such an internationally
sponsored negotiations framework
and taking away the two-state solution are leaving them in limbo, with
no options but to create new ways
to confront the Israeli occupation.
“With Trump dropping the twostate solution, the peace process is
finished and when he leaves the Israelis and Palestinians on their own
and says find a solution and [he]
will not interfere, this means that
he opened the way for the strongest
party, which is the occupier, i.e. Israel, to do what it wants practically
on the ground,” said Michel Nawfal,

Palestinian protesters climb over the separation barrier with Israel
during a demonstration in the village of Bilin near Ramallah. (AP)
a researcher at the Institute for Palestine Studies in Beirut.
Long-standing US policy was
based on the two-state paradigm,
stopping illegal Jewish settlement
expansion and refraining from
moving the US embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem, a move promised
by Trump during his election campaign.
Under the two-state solution —
the fruit of decades of international
efforts to end the conflict — the Palestinians would have their own independent state alongside the state
of Israel, both coexisting peacefully.
The Palestinian state would be established along the pre-1967 socalled Green Line that demarcates
the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East
Jerusalem, which the Palestinians
seek as their capital. Palestinians,
as stated by senior Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat, have accepted
the notion that a Palestinian state

will account for just 22% of historic
Palestine.
The one-state solution provides
for merging Israel, the West Bank
and Gaza but leaves Israel with concerns over demographic changes
and its ability to preserve the country’s Jewish character. For the Palestinians, that would mean an apartheid state for Israelis are not willing
to accept it to be a democratic, secular state in which Jews, Christians
and Muslims live together.
With Trump in office and much
influence from his team of staunch
supporters of Israel and its settlercolonialism, Israel is the “strongest
party in this equation and without
an honest broker that leaves them
on their own, the door is open for
Israel to win,” Nawfal said.
He argued that Israelis do not
want negotiations or a settlement
based on international law that
would allow the Palestinians to

have a sovereign state. “Their real
strategy is to manage the crisis…
expand the Jewish settlements in a
way there will be no base for establishing a Palestinian authority,” he
said. “What could be left (of Palestinian territories) could make a Bantustan or be annexed to Jordan.”
Despite their differences, the
Palestinians are holding on to their
long-time demands to have their
own state; the return of the refugees expelled from their land in
1948 and 1967 and the right of selfdetermination.
“The Palestinians’ national goal
has not changed. This land needs
to have an independent sovereignty
and the people ruling themselves
like any other people in the world,”
said Suheil el-Natour, a Beirutbased Palestinian activist in the
Democratic Front for the Liberation
of Palestine (DFLP). “After Trump’s
election, what changed is the blunt
disclosure of the real goal of the Israelis, which is: No state, no sovereignty for the Palestinians and no
right to return for the refugees.”
Israel is thus taking measures to
“create a de facto situation”, emptying Palestinian areas through
demolishing houses, forced expulsions and arming Jewish settlers,
Natour explained. “Israelis will
continue on creating new realities
on the ground and the Palestinians
will never recognise a Jewish state.
Thus, no surrender,” he said.
That will leave no more room for
negotiations and likely pave the
way for a third intifada.
“We could be effectively on the
road to a third intifada,” Nawfal
said, expecting an “outburst of anger”, especially if the US embassy is
moved to Jerusalem. “There is a situation ready to explode, probably
lacking a spark that could be triggered by the interaction of Trump’s
approach and the policies of the Is-

raeli hardliners.”
The new uprising, he said, would
be a “wide civil disobedience like
the first intifada, which really exposed the ordeal and tragedy of the
Palestinians in its ugliest images to
the Western public opinion. I can’t
see any other way out for the time
being.”
To reach that point, the Palestinians should end their internal disputes and unite to face Israel, said
Natour, who said he also expected a
third intifada to let the Israelis feel
how “exhausting it is for them to occupy our land”.

We could be
effectively on the
road to a third
intifada.

”

Michel Nawfal, researcher at
the Institute for Palestine
Studies in Beirut
Armed action could be the last resort, he said, referring to “all kinds
of allowed struggles,” including
civil disobedience and economic
boycott inside the Palestinian territories.
By warning Israel against annexing the West Bank as disclosed by
Israeli Defence Minister Avidgor
Lieberman on March 6th, Trump
appears to be returning to more traditional US policy.
But let’s wait and see. As Natour
concluded: “There is occupation
and expulsion. Six million Palestinians living in the diaspora and 6
million inside the territories. Even
Israel doesn’t know how to solve
this problem.”
Dalal Saoud is the Deputy
Editor-in-Chief of The Arab
Weekly. She is based in Beirut.

