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escribing itself as the 
“most authoritative and 
comprehensive explo-
ration of extremism” in 
Britain and Europe, the 

annual report by the British-based 
advocacy group Hope not Hate 
paints a bleak picture for the post-
Brexit and Trump world.

“2016 was a year where a new 
far-right threat became more evi-
dent, one played out largely on so-
cial media and to an international 
audience,” Hope not Hate Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Nick Lowles said in 
the report.

“It is this same new-style far 
right that has been at the heart of 
the global fake news phenomenon 
and that can engage and mobilise 
greater numbers of people across 
Europe and North America than 
ever before,” he added.

The report points to the emer-
gence of a new generation of far-
right activists across Europe who 
are active on the internet and social 
media in an unprecedented way. 
This is a generation of far-right 
political activists who, for the first 
time, is witnessing some of their 
own views seeping into the main-
stream, particularly fears regarding 
a clash of civilisations between the 
Judeo-Christian West and Islam.

“Trump’s election was a catalyst 
for the international anti-Muslim 
movement. After many years of 
slowly and painstakingly edging 
their way out of the political wil-
derness, the ‘counter-jihadists’ 
suddenly have an apparent ad-
vocate in the White House who 
echoes some of their positions on 

Islam and Muslims,” said Joe Mul-
hall, co-author of the report.

While there has been clear politi-
cal fallout from US President Don-
ald Trump’s election in Britain and 
elsewhere in Europe, traditional 
far-right activists have generally 
remained “marginal and controver-
sial,” although their “core ideas” 
have moved into the mainstream, 
Mulhall said.

“Often conspiratorial anti-Mus-
lim views are adopted by suppos-
edly mainstream politicians and 
media outlets,” he added.

The 75-page report includes de-
tailed sections looking at political 
groups such as Britain First and 
the British National Party, defence 
leagues, groups that specialised in 
counter-jihadism as well as the alt-
right and even major parties such as 
the UK Independence Party (UKIP) 
and the ruling Conservatives.

“In the last decade, talk of a Mus-
lim invasion and a threat to West-
ern civilisation has moved from so-
cial media and the blogosphere to 
media-grabbing street demonstra-
tions and into the parliamentary 
chambers of Europe,” Mulhall said.

“This mainstreaming process has 
rapidly accelerated over the last 
few years as a result of the refugee 
crisis and the spate of terrorist at-
tacks that has shaken the conti-
nent.”

A 2016 report by the Pew Re-
search Center in the United States 
showed that unfavourable views 
about Muslims had surged in a 
number of European countries, 
including Hungary (72%), Italy 
(69%) and Poland (66%). Even Ger-
many and the Netherlands, which 
had traditionally been more open 
towards immigrants, had seen a 
hardening of right-wing views.

“While this is all likely to en-
courage anti-Muslim attitudes in 

society it is also likely to create 
resentment and a backlash among 
Muslims who will understandably 
feel persecuted and targeted,” Mul-
hall said.

In the wake of the report, British 
Muslim activists seemed less likely 
to come together to figure out ways 
to address rising anti-Muslim senti-
ment than to become bogged down 
in their own internal issues, as in-
dicated by an article in the report 
focusing on Muslim extremism by 
British human rights activist Sara 
Khan.

Khan’s article cited a number of 
British Muslim groups and figures, 
including Hizb ut-Tahrir, MEND 
(Muslim Engagement and Develop-
ment), CAGE and others for promot-

ing “Salafi-Islamist” propaganda.
“Government-backed Sara Khan 

and her ‘We Will Inspire’ organisa-
tion are at the forefront of promot-
ing the government’s controversial 
Prevent counter-terror strategy, 
which all the major mainstream 
Muslim organisations have con-
demned as a massive monitoring, 
spying and profiling exercise on the 
Muslim community,” said an article 
on popular British Muslim news 
website 5pillars. Khan’s report had 
described 5pillars as a “propagan-
da” news site.

The London-based advocacy 
organisation CAGE, which was 
criticised in the report for ties to 
Salafist-Islamists, also criticised 
Khan’s analysis.

“Khan’s article… is a govern-
ment-sponsored smear directed at 
dissenting Muslim individuals and 
organisations. The tactics to smear 
by association cheaply disguises 
the reality of how CAGE operates. 
CAGE has always defended prin-
ciples, regardless of people, in ac-
cordance with the rule of law,” a 
CAGE statement said.

At a time when right-wing views, 
particularly anti-Muslim senti-
ment, are gaining traction in the 
mainstream, many observers are 
calling for British Muslims to put 
aside their differences to confront 
this new threat.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in London.
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New generation. A right-wing supporter, not pictured, holds an anti-mosque placard during a 
demonstration rally in Cologne, on January 9th.                                (Reuters)

Vandalised Jewish tombstones are framed through a hole in the fence surrounding 
Mount Carmel Cemetery, on February 27th in Philadelphia.                                        (AFP)
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American Muslims reach out to Jews after cemetery vandalism

A
ttacks against 
Muslims and Jews in 
the United States 
started to increase 
in 2015 and seemed 
to pick up speed 

when Donald Trump announced 
his candidacy for president of the 
United States that same year.

It would be wrong to directly 
blame Trump for the rise of white 
supremacist, Islamophobic and 
anti-Semitic rhetoric in the 
United States but it is anecdotally 
known that far-right groups have 
been extremely happy with 
Trump’s candidacy and election 
win.

The result has been a surge in 
attacks against Muslims and Jews 
in the United States. An Indian 
engineer was killed February 
22nd by a man who reportedly 
mistakenly thought the victim 
was from the Middle East. The 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
said reported anti-Muslim hate 
groups nearly tripled in 2016 
compared to the previous year.

Threats against Jewish com-
munity centres and schools have 
skyrocketed. More than a dozen 
bomb threats were made in 
various states on February 27th, 
bringing the total to more than 
60 in recent weeks.

There have been other violent 
acts, such as the toppling of 
gravestones in Jewish cemeteries 
in St. Louis and Philadelphia. It’s 

not unusual that cemeteries are 
attacked in this way but these 
attacks seem targeted and 
therefore particularly chilling. In 
St. Louis, more than 100 tomb-
stones were vandalised. In 
Philadelphia, dozens of tomb-
stones were toppled or 
destroyed.

Yet this dark moment has 
allowed something important to 
happen. In both instances, 
amongst the first to offer assis-
tance, including raising funds 
and going to the cemeteries to 
help right the toppled stones, 
were Muslim-Americans.

In St. Louis, Muslim-American 
activists Linda Sarsour and Tarek 
el-Messidi launched a fundrais-
ing effort to help repair toppled 
headstones. They had hoped to 
raise about $20,000 but the effort 
brought in $130,000. Messidi 
wrote on Facebook that some of 
the money originally raised for 

St. Louis would go to help repair 
the tombstones in Philadelphia.

In Philadelphia, members of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Commu-
nity USA went to the cemetery to 
help restore toppled tombstones.

“Seeing this in person was very 
devastating,” Messidi wrote on 
Facebook after visiting the 
cemetery in Philadelphia. “Many 
people there were embracing one 
another in tears due to what they 
saw.”

“I want to ask all Muslims to 
reach out to your Jewish brothers 
and sisters and stand together 
against this bigotry,” he said.

Jews have been reaching out to 
Muslims as well. When the 
mosque in Victoria, Texas, was 
burned in January, the small 
town’s Jews gave their Muslim 
neighbours the key to the 
synagogue to use for services. 
And after the mosque in Tampa, 
Florida, was firebombed once 

again, an online fundraising 
effort to pay for repairs was 
inundated with donations from 
Jewish residents. 

Relations between Jews and 
Muslims in the United States 
have never been as bad as they 
are in the Middle East but they 
aren’t perfect either. Both sides 
care deeply about issues such as 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
terrorism in the Middle East and 
in America and the Boycott, 
Divest and Sanctions Movement. 
It appears, however, that being 
common victims of the extremist 
rhetoric and violence of the 
American far-right is offering an 
opportunity to bring the two 
communities together.

Trump has been relatively 
quiet about what is happening to 
the Muslim and Jewish commu-
nities. While quick to condemn 
terrorist acts abroad, he is silent 
when American Muslims are 
targeted and was slow to make a 
statement about anti-Semitism. 
Even that, many Jewish leaders 
felt, was incomplete and insin-
cere.

Yet this may be a silver lining. 
If the American-Muslim and 
Jewish communities find more 
ways to work together and 
support each other through these 
threats and attacks, then Trump’s 
hateful rhetoric will have created 
something positive — empathy.

Tom Regan, a columnist at 
factsandopinion.com, previously 
worked for the Christian Science 
Monitor, National Public Radio, 
the Boston Globe and the 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation.
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