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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest to 
travellers in the Middle East 
and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Beirut:
Through March 19th

Al Bustan International 
Festival of Music and the 
Performing Arts is a musical 
celebration in various venues 
in Beirut. With an emphasis 
on chamber music, the festi-
val promotes and celebrates 
music from all over the world 
and includes orchestral con-
certs, choral music, puppet 
shows, opera and dance.

Muscat:
Through March 24th

The first Festival of India in 
Oman includes Indian clas-
sical and folk dances, Indian 
instrumental music, an exhi-
bition of Indian calligraphy, 
an Indian food festival and 
fashion show. The festival 
presents the diverse Indian 
culture, representing various 
traditions of Indian herit-
age. Events are scheduled 
for Muscat, Salalah, Sur and 
Sohar.

Dubai:
Through April 8th

Global Village is a large 
cultural event in Dubai that 
offers an array of festivals, 
shopping and entertain-
ment in an open-air theme 
park. This entertainment 
and shopping destination in-
cludes more than 75 partici-
pating countries, dozens of 
fun rides and 26 restaurants 
offering food from around 
the world.

Doha:
February 22nd-May 21st

Picasso-Giacometti is an 
exhibition that begins at the 
Fire Station Artist in Resi-
dence centre in Doha. The 
exhibition includes more 
than 80 works from collec-
tions of the Musée National 
Picasso and the Foundation 
Giacometti in Paris, includ-
ing The She Goat (1950) by 
Pablo Picasso and Alberto 
Giacometti’s Tall Woman 
(1960).

Ghardaia, Algeria:
During March

The annual Ghardaia 
National Carpet Festival is 
centred on Algeria’s carpet-
weaving tradition. Artisans 
and designers exhibit and 
sell their work and par-
ticipate in competitions. The 
event is marked by a lively 
procession accompanied by 
traditional music. The festi-
val takes place in Ghardaia, 
600km south of Algiers.

Tunis:
March 21st-April 9th

The 12th Jazz à Carthage, 
an annual music festival, 
brings together renowned 
international and local musi-
cians for concerts, lectures, 
exhibitions and nightly jam 
sessions.

Marrakech:
March 23rd-April 2nd

The fourth Marrakech Dance 
Festival hosts dance teachers 
and participants from around 
the world for workshops, 
dance classes, conferences 
and live performances.

Meknes

M 

eknes is the Moroc-
can city of olives, 
mysticism, minarets, 
memorable gates and, 
above all, endless her-

itage. It is also my parents’ birth-
place.

During a recent short visit, I 
stayed in Ras Aghil, a posh neigh-
bourhood in the north-central Mo-
roccan city of about 837,000, over-
looking the ancient medina to the 
west and luscious olive tree farms 
to the north. The smell of blossom-
ing flowers on the orange trees filled 
the air.

As soon as I entered the medina, 
abandoned ruins of collapsed hous-
es welcomed me, reminiscent of the 
ancient medina of Casablanca. The 
minaret of Bab Berdieyinne mosque 
had been rebuilt after heavy rains in 
February 2010 caused it to collapse, 
killing 41 worshippers during Fri-
day prayers. The mosque was built 
of rammed earth in the 18th century 
under Morocco’s first female minis-
ter, Khnata bent Bakkar.

As I started walking towards the 

historic Jewish quarter, I stopped 
every now and then to photograph 
the narrow and relatively dark al-
leys. I bumped again into one of the 
crumbling houses. At Mellah Av-
enue, the smell of spices and dried 
fruit guided me to its shops while 
street vendors sold fresh herbs.

The mellah, behind whose walls 
the Jewish population was once 
confined, was founded in Meknes in 
1540 and was developed under the 
rule of Sultan Moulay Ismail, who 
made Meknes the capital in the 17th 
century. Another mellah was built 
in the 20th century following a rise 
in the Jewish population. Today, 
the mellahs have become nostalgic 
places to visiting Jewish tourists 
seeking to discover the history of 
their ancestors, although few Jews 
live in them anymore.

On Lahdim Square, the gather-
ing spot of young and old, I stopped 
for a quick Moroccan tea break. 
The square at midday was some-
what empty apart from a few tour-
ist coaches dropping off visitors to 
marvel at the towering Bab el-Man-
sour and visit a few shops in a mar-
ket adjacent to the square.

The gate is by far the most im-
pressive of all imperial Moroccan 
cities’ gates. It was completed five 
years after Moulay Ismail’s death, 
in 1732. Bab el-Mansour was built 
from marble columns taken from 
Volubilis ruins and is adorned with 
zellige — mosaics — and inscriptions 
across the top. It is now an arts and 
crafts gallery.

The Dar Jamari palace was built 

in 1882 and overlooks Lahdim 
Square. In 1920, under the French 
protectorate, the palace was allo-
cated to the regional Inspectorate 
of Fine Arts, which turned it into 
a museum. It houses a collection 
of ceramics, jewellery, kaftans, 
swords, kitchenware, music in-
struments, carpets and other items 
dating from as far back as the 14th 
century.

Each of the numerous rooms in 
the museum has a special theme. 

What drew my attention was the 
domed sanctuary, in immaculate 
condition and furnished with low 
traditional sofas, embroidered 
cushions and luxurious carpets. 
A bronze chandelier lights up the 
sanctuary where visiting politicians 
and dignitaries used to be received.

It was 4pm by the time I left 
the museum. I sat in one of the 
restaurants at Lahdim Square for 
a late lunch. I indulged in a deli-
cious chicken tagine with lemon 
for about $4 and freshly squeezed 
orange juice at 79 cents.

Next, it was time to buy some 
green olives from the indoor mar-
ket adjacent to the square. I was 
spoiled by choices as every seller 
offered free tastings to lure me into 
their shops where different types of 
olives were heaped into amazingly 
large cones, making for a colourful 
display.

When I left the market, Lahdim 
Square had suddenly turned into a 
bustling circus with people coming 
to see snake charmers, singers, sto-
rytellers, henna ladies and sellers 
of “miraculous” herbal medicine 
to the amazement or scepticism of 
onlookers.

I spent about ten hours touring 
Meknes but I felt one day was not 
enough to visit this heritage-rich 
city. It was a day worth treasuring — 
and repeating.

Meknes, the 
city of endless 
heritage
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I spent about ten 
hours touring Meknes 
but I felt one day was 
not enough.


