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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest to 
travellers in the Middle East 
and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Beirut:
Through December 28th

Events associated with 
Sursock Museum Late Nights 
take place noon-9pm each 
Thursday at the Sursock 
Museum. The event in-
cludes exhibitions, collec-
tion displays, late-night 
talks, performances and 
screenings.

Beirut:
February 15th-March 19th

Al Bustan International 
Festival of Music and the 
Performing Arts is a musical 
celebration in various ven-
ues in Beirut. With an em-
phasis on chamber music, 
the festival promotes and 
celebrates music from all 
over the world and includes 
orchestral concerts, choral 
music, puppet shows, opera 
and dance.

Dubai:
February 18th-28th

Al Marmoom Heritage Fes-
tival celebrates the camel 
and its importance to the 
region. The event includes 
professional camel races 
that attract many trained 
participants to compete for 
titles and high-end prizes. 
The tournament is a way to 
experience the long-stand-
ing Emirati pastime with 
cultural and traditional 
shows planned around the 
camel races.

Doha:
February 22nd-May 21st

Picasso-Giacometti is an 
exhibition that begins at the 
Fire Station Artist in Resi-
dence centre in Doha. The 
exhibition includes more 
than 80 works from collec-
tions of the Musée National 
Picasso and the Foundation 
Giacometti in Paris, includ-
ing The She Goat (1950) by 
Pablo Picasso and Alberto 
Giacometti’s Tall Woman 
(1960).

Ghardaia, Algeria:
During March

The annual Ghardaia 
National Carpet Festival is 
centred on Algeria’s carpet-
weaving tradition. Artisans 
and designers exhibit and 
sell their work and partici-
pate in competitions. The 
event is marked by a lively 
procession accompanied by 
traditional music. The festi-
val takes place in Ghardaia, 
600km south of Algiers.

Tunis:
March 21st-April 9th

The 12th Jazz à Carthage, 
an annual music festival, 
brings together renowned 
international and local 
musicians for concerts, 
lectures, exhibitions and 
nightly jam sessions.

Marrakech:
March 23rd-April 2nd

The fourth Marrakech 
Dance Festival hosts dance 
teachers and participants 
from around the world for 
workshops, dance classes, 
conferences and live perfor-
mances.

Baghdad

B 

ridegroom-to-be Ahmad 
Mahdi was full of enthu-
siasm as he collected bus 
tickets and hotel vouch-
ers for his honeymoon 

from a travel agency in Baghdad. 
He and his bride plan to travel to 
the Korek Mountain resort near Er-
bil in northern Iraq to experience 
something they never did before.

“My fiancée’s dream was to 
spend our honeymoon in Turkey 
to enjoy the snow and the winter 
weather but it turned out to be too 
expensive for us, especially under 
the present situation of economic 
strain,” Mahdi said.

“We then settled for Kurdistan 
where tourism services and resorts 
are as attractive as in neighbouring 
countries, such as Turkey and Iran, 
as well as Lebanon. We are confi-
dent the trip will be most enjoy-
able as it will coincide with the ski 
festival in Korek.”

Korek Mountain resort in Iraq’s 
semi-autonomous Kurdish region 
is a breathing space where Iraqis 
can hit the slopes and leave their 
worries behind.

Relative security and political 
stability, in addition to natural 
beauty, has attracted holiday-mak-

ers from around the country to the 
region’s many resorts and tour-
ist attractions year-round, travel 
agent Yasser Saad said.

“Demand for travel during win-
ter months is less than in summer 
because the culture of ski vaca-
tions is new to Iraqi society. How-
ever, winter trips are becoming 
increasingly popular among the 
young, especially those who have 
visited ski resorts in Europe and 
some Arab countries,” Saad said.

Saad’s agency organises two 
5-day trips each week to Kurdistan 
throughout the year for $100 per 
person. In winter, it operates two 
buses per trip compared to seven 
buses in summer and up to nine 
during the festive seasons such as 
Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha feasts.

Korek Mountain resort is a place 
that Kurdistan’s regional govern-
ment hopes will put the region on 
the international tourist map. Situ-
ated around 1,700 metres above 
sea level, the resort is accessible 
by a new cable car with stunning 
views. In a matter of minutes, the 
cars travel 1,000 metres as the 
panorama unfolds of the rolling 
mountains.

“I have visited Korek twice and 
each time it was a marvellous ex-
perience, especially the cable ride 
to the top. For 15 minutes I was 
enjoying the amazing scenery un-
folding before my eyes,” said Mar-
wa Ahmad, 27, who made the trip 
in winter to do something she had 
never done before. She wanted to 
see the snow and ski.

“Yes, I tried skiing but fell sev-
eral times and suffered minor in-
juries. Handling all the equip-
ment was not easy but it 

was worth the adventure, espe-
cially that we do not need to travel 
outside the country to experience 
it,” Ahmad said.

Korek Mountain resort, which 
opened in 2013, boasts glistening 
ski slopes, several restaurants and 
amusement park-style attractions. 
Korek has two ski slopes, one for 
novice skiers and one for people 
who can ski at an intermediate 
level, though there are discussions 
about adding slopes for more ad-
vanced skiers.

Developing a tourism industry 
is a priority for the local Kurd-
istan Regional Government, 
which attracted considerable 

domestic and international 
investment in the sector 
until the beginning of 2014 
when the Islamic State 
(ISIS) made rapid advanc-
es to the east and shocked 
the region by advancing 
to a mere 45km from its 
capital, Erbil.

Officials said they hoped 
a total defeat of ISIS in Iraq 

would provide an even big-
ger boost to tourism, which is the 
third largest industry for the Kurd-
istan region after oil and farming.

“More than 45,000 visitors from 
the centre and the southern prov-

inces (of Iraq) came here to cel-
ebrate the New Year and this is 

largely due to the stability and 
relative security of the region,” 
said Nadir Rwsty, spokesman for 

the regional government’s tourism 
board.

“However, the large major-
ity of visitors are Iraqis. The battle 
against ISIS (in nearby Mosul) has 
obviously dissuaded Arab and for-
eign tourists from coming to Kurd-
istan,” Rwsty added, stressing that 
the regional government is keen 
on facilitating the entry of visitors 
from all parts of Iraq in coordina-
tion with the security authorities.

Another large tourist centre in 
Kurdistan is Chavy Land in Su-
laimaniya. Built on the Goizha 
mountains over approximately 
750,000 sq. metres, it includes 
more than 50 types of 3D open 
world games in addition to a ca-
ble car, a wax museum, cinema, 
restaurants, hotels, tourist cabins 
and green spaces along with sev-
eral cafeterias and fast-food res-
taurants.

“The resort is a comprehensive 
project offering all the tourists 
need. We accommodated some 
1.6 million visitors from across the 
country in 2016 and started receiv-
ing a few Arab tourists and groups 
from Europe with the beginning of 
winter,” said Aram Said, managing 
director of Chavy Land.

The near future of Kurdistan’s 
tourism industry remains murky 
as long as ISIS is not defeated. The 
events of the past years continue 
to undermine international con-
fidence in the region as a destina-
tion.

Kurdistan, a place where 
Iraqis leave worries behind
Oumayma Omar

Iraqi Kurds enjoy an amusement ride at Korek Mountain resort, on February 3rd.                  (AFP)

An Iraqi Kurd flies his powered parachute over Korek Mountain 
resort, on February 3rd.                                (AFP)

A woman skis at Korek Mountain resort, on February 3rd.          (AFP)
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Korek is a breathing 
space where Iraqis can 
hit the slopes, leaving 
their troubles behind.


