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Jordan king raises Jerusalem issue in Washington
Washington

A 

s the first head of state 
of a Muslim country 
to meet with Donald 
Trump since the release 
of the US president’s 

travel restrictions for seven Mus-
lim-majority countries, King Ab-
dullah II of Jordan had a lot on his 
plate. As the talks unfolded, one of 
Trump’s controversial projects took 
centre stage: The plan to move the 
US embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem.

Trump received the king Feb-
ruary 2nd at the White House for 
what the US side described as a 
“good conversation”, reports said. 
It was not revealed whether King 
Abdullah raised the issue of the 
embassy relocation in his meeting 
with Trump.

Speaking to the Christian Broad-
casting Network on January 27th, 
the day he signed the executive or-
der placing restrictions on people 
from Iraq, Iran, Syria, Yemen, Su-
dan, Libya and Somalia from trav-
elling to the United States, Trump 
said he had “always liked the con-
cept of” moving the embassy. “I’ll 
have a decision in the not-too-dis-
tant future,” he added.

Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu is expected to meet 
with Trump February 15th in Wash-
ington.

For Jordan, a long-time US ally 
and a country where Palestinians 
form a large part of the population, 
the embassy issue is a high prior-
ity. Potential unrest over Jerusalem 
could destabilise the kingdom. King 
Abdullah met with Palestinian Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas on January 
22nd for talks about the possible 

embassy move. As Jordan’s leader, 
King Abdullah is the custodian of 
Islam’s holy sites in Jerusalem.

Jordan earlier warned that mov-
ing the embassy would cross a “red 
line” and could entail “catastroph-
ic” consequences. Information 
Minister Mohammed Momani told 
the Associated Press it would be a 
“gift to extremists”, threatening US 
ties with Mideast allies.

King Abdullah used his meet-
ings in Washington to reinforce that 
message. “King Abdullah warned 
that moving the US embassy to 
Jerusalem will have regional con-
sequences that will diminish the 
opportunity for peace and reach-
ing the two-state solution,” the 
government-owned Jordan Times 
reported. “It may also weaken the 
chances for a successful war on ter-
ror,” the king reportedly told US of-
ficials.

The BuzzFeed online portal re-
ported that a US lawmaker who was 
present at a meeting of the king and 
members of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, related that King 
Abdullah said even Israeli officials 
were concerned that moving the 
embassy would “enflame tensions 
between radical groups”.

The issue also came up in talks 
between King Abdullah and US 
Vice-President Mike Pence, a White 
House statement said. There was 
no word about what Pence told his 
guest. The king also met with US 

Defense Secretary James Mattis.
The embassy issue “touches a 

very sensitive chord within the 
Jordanian political system”, said 
David Mack, a former US State De-
partment official and ambassador 
to the United Arab Emirates who 
also served in Jordan.

King Abdullah would come under 
criticism in Jordan and the wider 
region if he did not try to use his 
standing in Washington to change 
Trump’s position on the embassy, 
said Mack, who works at the Middle 
East Institute in Washington.

Trump’s travel ban is another 
headache for King Abdullah, whose 
country of less than 10 million peo-
ple is hosting more than 650,000 
Syrians. “If the US is now slamming 
its doors, they are the people that 
Jordan is stuck with,” Mack said.

Another aim of the king’s US visit 
was not to let political issues over-

shadow US-Jordanian ties.
“The main goal here is to estab-

lish solid relations with the new 
administration and secure new se-
curity and financial support” for 
Jordan, said David Schenker, a for-
mer Defense Department official 
and an analyst at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. The 
United States is supporting Jordan 
with aid amounting to more than 
$1 billion a year, crucial help for a 
country faced with high debt and 
high unemployment.

Schenker said there was nothing 
to be gained for King Abdullah in 
pressing the Trump administration 
too hard on the embassy issue and 
the visa restrictions. It was impor-
tant “to emphasise the positive”, he 
said.

Thomas Seibert is an Arab Weekly 
correspondent in Washington.

Jordanian King Abdullah II (L) meets with US President Donald Trump in Washington on February 2nd. 

For Jordan, the plan 
to move the US 
embassy in Israel 
from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem is high on 
the list of priorities.

Why Trump’s anti-Muslim immigration ban is ineffectual

T
o quote from The 
Wizard of Oz: “Toto, 
I’ve a feeling we’re not 
in Kansas anymore.” 
Or perhaps William 
Butler Yeats: “All 

changed, changed utterly.” Recent 
weeks in American politics has 
been like a tornado destroying 
everything in its path.

US President Donald Trump’s 
executive order on January 27th 
that placed a 90-day ban on immi-
gration and on refugees from seven 
predominately Muslim countries 
and an indefinite ban on Syrian 
refugees ignited a firestorm across 
the United States and the world.

Thousands of Americans flooded 
airports across America to protest 
the ban and cheer those who were 
eventually allowed to enter the 
country. World leaders, even some 
senior members in Trump’s own 
Republican Party, condemned 
the move, saying it would lead to 
increased, not less, terrorism.

Yet the Trump administration, 
despite a bit of dancing around, 
stood firm and refused to back 
down. There are two reasons for 
this, one legal and one political.

A 1952 immigration law gives the 
president the right to bar any class 
of people considered “detrimen-
tal to the interests of the United 
States”. Politically, Trump knows 
his base loves it. While his overall 
popularity declined in a recent 
Gallup poll, it rose several points 
among Republicans. A recent Pew 
poll indicated that 48% of Ameri-
cans questioned said they wanted 
tougher immigration standards 
and 42% said they did not.

So, with the wind in his sails, 
why might Trump’s executive or-
der be in trouble in the long run?

One word — sloppiness.

Several media outlets reported 
that the executive order was not 
vetted by White House counsel, 
the Department of Justice (whose 
lawyers usually go over every 
executive order), the Department 
of Homeland Security or the State 
Department and that lawyers for 
the National Security Council were 
prevented from looking at it.

It also turns out that officials 
at Customs and Border Protec-
tion and the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services were not 
informed of the action until Trump 
was signing it.

This process led to mass confu-
sion at airports across the United 
States, particularly after a series of 

judges issued injunctions against 
the executive order. Were green 
card holders, who had already 
been vetted by the government, 
going to be allowed in? In some 
places yes; in some places no. At 
Washington Dulles International 
Airport, Customs and Immigra-
tion agents deliberately ignored 
court orders, raising questions of 
contempt of court and a constitu-
tional crisis.

As one top legal expert from the 
Brookings Institution, a Washing-
ton think-tank, put it, the presi-
dent has created a “litigation-rich 
environment”. The question is: 
Did Trump use his power to hide 
his true intent — to specifically ban 

Muslims? Trump said the execu-
tive order is not meant to be a ban 
against Muslims, that he was only 
expanding on an initiative started 
by his predecessor, Barack Obama.

This has been shown to be an 
“alternative fact” and dismissed 
by legal and security experts. Also, 
there have been no deadly terrorist 
attacks in the United States com-
mitted by a refugee from any of 
the seven countries in the past 40 
years.

Trump’s case was undermined 
by his own supporters, includ-
ing former New York mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, who said that the move 
was designed to ban Muslims. That 
is the point that will be argued in 
court as US law says it is illegal to 
ban people on religious grounds.

The person to look at here is not 
Trump but his top political strate-
gist, Steve Bannon. Bannon is the 
former editor of the right-wing 
extremist Breitbart news site. Ban-
non wrote Trump’s inauguration 
speech and was said to be one of 
the main authors of all of Trump’s 
executive orders in his first week. 
It was no doubt Bannon, who hates 
government and the Washington 
power structure, who pushed 
Trump to scrap the normal vetting 
process.

In the end, however, it could be 
Bannon’s contempt for all things 
Washington that undermines 
Trump’s executive order.

Do not think this is the end, 
regardless of what happens. 
Trump has shown his hand and 
Muslims around the world are in 
his sights. The question is whether 
the American people and the US 
Constitution can stop his and his 
minions’ long-term plans.

Tom Regan, a columnist at 
factsandopinion.com, previously 
worked for the Christian Science 
Monitor, National Public 
Radio, the Boston Globe and 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation.
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View point
World 
leaders 
condemned 
the move, 
saying 
it would 
lead to 
increased, 
not less, 
terrorism.

It was no doubt Steve Bannon 
who pushed Trump to scrap the 
normal vetting process.

Fadi Kassar hugs his daughters Hnan, 8 and Lian, 5, for the first time in more than 
two years after the family was reunited following a flight from Amman, Jordan, 
at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York City, on February 2nd.      (Reuters) 
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