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T 

he Israeli government 
was quick to suggest a 
Palestinian who rammed 
a truck into a group of Is-
raeli soldiers was inspired 

by the Islamic State (ISIS), raising 
questions over how it came to that 
conclusion.

Hours after the January 8th at-
tack, which killed four soldiers and 
wounded 17, Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Binyamin Netanyahu said the 
assailant showed signs of being a 
supporter of ISIS. He did not give 
details.

Israeli Defence Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman also pointed to ISIS, 
citing parallels with ISIS-inspired 
attacks on crowds using trucks in 
Germany and France last year.

“We saw it in France, we saw it in 
Berlin and unfortunately we saw it 
today in Jerusalem,” he said during 
a visit to the scene overlooking Je-
rusalem’s Old City.

A day after the attack, an obscure 
Palestinian group claimed respon-
sibility and said it had no outside 
links and had acted on political 
motives. It was not possible to ver-
ify the claim but in Israel multiple 
voices pointed out the differences 
between Palestinian violence and 
that perpetrated by ISIS.

While extremism may inspire 
some Palestinian assailants, politi-
cal motivations linked to Israel’s oc-
cupation and the long-running con-
flict remain the dominant factor, 
they said, suggesting the govern-
ment sought to downplay politics.

“Palestinian attacks are over-
whelmingly motivated by nation-
alism, not by religion,” said Orit 
Perlov, a social media expert and 
research fellow at the Institute for 
National Security Studies in Tel 
Aviv. “Israel is trying to generalise 
the phenomenon, saying everyone 
faces the same threat but, while the 
symptoms may be similar, the caus-
es are completely different.”

In Europe, there is sympathy and 
support for Israel and the threats it 
faces but also cautiousness about 
close comparisons.

During the last 18 months, Net-
anyahu has repeatedly described a 
wave of Palestinian attacks on Is-
raelis as part of the same violent Is-
lamist campaign afflicting Europe, 
saying Israel, France and Germany 
are in the same boat and that Isra-
el’s front-line position needs to be 
better understood.

“They might have different 
names — ISIS, Boko Haram, Hamas, 
al-Shabab, al-Qaeda, Hezbollah — 
but all of them are driven by the 
same hatred and bloodthirsty fa-
naticism,” Netanyahu said in Janu-
ary 2016. “We understand we are in 
a common battle for our values and 
a common battle for our future.”

The statement about the truck at-
tack was the clearest link Netanya-
hu had made between a Palestinian 
attacker and ISIS, although he did 
not say the group planned it or that 
the assailant, who was shot dead at 
the scene, was an ISIS operative.

Yossi Melman, an analyst writing 
in Ma’ariv newspaper, said there 
was little evidence to suggest the 

Palestinian attacker had drawn in-
spiration from ISIS, pointing out 
that Palestinians carried out car-
ramming attacks before ISIS.

“This is essentially a case of unaf-
filiated terrorists, young people… 
who do not belong to any organisa-
tion and decide on their own, often 
on a whim and with no prior prepa-
rations, to commit a terror attack,” 
he said.

Others said it made sense for Ne-
tanyahu to draw a direct link be-
tween the threats Israel faces and 
those in Europe but that it was un-
likely to convince policymakers.

“There are no signs that Europe 
as a whole will stop considering the 
occupation as the main cause for 
Palestinian terrorism,” said Ilan Jo-
nas, chief executive officer of Prime 
Source, an Israeli political and se-
curity consultancy.

Europe is not about to “adopt Ne-
tanyahu’s line that this is part of a 
universal phenomenon that is to-
tally unrelated to Israel’s policies in 
the West Bank”, he said.

As is common, Hamas, the Is-
lamist group that controls Gaza, 
praised the attack but the Palestin-
ian Authority, which has limited 
self-rule in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, was more circumspect. 
Its security forces even carried out 
raids in some areas, supporting Is-
rael’s clampdown.

Adnan al-Dmairi, spokesman of 
the Palestinian security services in 
the West Bank, dismissed any sug-
gestion ISIS had a foothold in the 
territory.

“There is no presence for ISIS as 
an organisation in the West Bank,” 
he said, while acknowledging some 
people expressed support on social 
media. “There is nothing of such a 
name as ISIS in the Palestinian ar-
eas.”

Data tend to back that up. Figures 
collected by Israel’s security estab-
lishment show Palestinian support 
for ISIS declining, said Perlov, with 
the level falling from 14% in 2014-15 
to 8% last year.

“The trend is downward. Even if 
there was some low-level support 
for [ISIS] at the peak when it seized 
control of Mosul, that has dropped 
away,” said Perlov.

Some Israeli Arabs — no more 
than a couple of dozen, analysts say 
— have tried to join ISIS in Syria or 

Iraq but that number is a fraction of 
the Muslims who have joined ISIS 
from Britain, Belgium, France or 
the Netherlands.

For Europe, Israel’s generalisa-
tion of the terrorism threat presents 
a problem, said Andrea Frontini, an 
analyst at the European Policy Cen-
tre, because it risks over-politicis-
ing counterterrorism cooperation.

Europe needs and wants closer 
cooperation with Israel when it 
comes to tackling rising security 
threats, he said. Europe, however, 
does not want to feel like it has 
softened its approach on other is-
sues, such as the Middle East peace 
process and Israel’s occupation, to 
show solidarity.

(Reuters)
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A 

fter a 6-year battle, the 
Israel High Court ruled 
that Nora Gheith and 
Mustafa Sub Laban 
would be allowed to 

stay in their Jerusalem’s Old City 
home for another ten years but 
without their three children and 
two grandsons.

Family members petitioned the 
High Court, appealing a previous 
court decision to evict them from 
the home they had been living in 
for more than 50 years. Ateret Co-
hanim, a Jewish settler organisa-
tion, claimed the home was the 
property of Jews abandoned by its 
Palestinian tenants. The court sup-
ported that view in a ruling that 
said the Palestinian family was not 
living at the property.

Gheith said she was not sure 
whether the ruling was a victory, 
detention or an attempt to split up 
her family.

“I was able to keep my house for 
another ten years but I am not al-
lowed to live with my children. No 
law approves to separate a mother 
from her children,” she said.

She lived in the house with her 
husband, Sub Laban, their three 
children, a daughter-in-law and 
two grandchildren. However, the 
ruling barred her children and 
grandchildren from living in the 
house.

“This is so difficult, unjust and 
unfair,” Gheith said. “I need my 
children with me. My children will 
not live with me but no one can 
deny them the right to visit me.”

Gheith’s parents rented the 

house in 1953 from the Jordanian 
Custodian of Enemy Property, 
which is in charge of abandoned 
Jewish property after 1948. This 
meant the family’s tenancy would 
be protected for three generations 
but after the last family member of 
the third generation dies, the fam-
ily loses “protected tenants” status 
and the property is transferred to 

the settler organisation.
Gheith was born in the house 

three years after the property was 
first rented and lived there with 
her family as protected tenants af-
ter 1967 when Israel occupied the 
West Bank, taking possession of all 
property that was under the con-
trol of the Jordanian government.

Israeli settlers claimed the house 

belonged to Jews before Israel’s 
establishment in 1948 and it was 
rented out to Gheith’s family dur-
ing the Jordanian rule of East Jeru-
salem from 1948-67.

B’Tselem, the Israeli Centre for 
Human Rights in the Occupied 
Territories, said 125 Israeli settle-
ments recognised by the Ministry 
of the Interior as “communities” 
were established in the West Bank 
from 1967 to late 2013. It estimates 
the number of Israeli settlers liv-
ing in Jewish-only settlements 
in the West Bank to be more than 
547,000, 196,890 of whom are in 
East Jerusalem.

The last Palestinian family to live 
near Gheith was evicted in 1988.

B’Tselem said the Israeli govern-
ment’s goal in Jerusalem has been 
to “create a demographic and geo-
graphic situation that will thwart 
any future attempt to challenge 
Israeli sovereignty over the city”.

Gheith said if she were not a 
Palestinian, no one would have 
targeted her and her family to be 
evicted. “They will bring any Jew-
ish family to live in the house that 
belonged to my family for nearly 
six decades,” she said.

Settlers claimed that the pro-
tected tenancy status that applies 
to rented property before 1967 no 
longer applies to Gheith and her 
family because the house was 
abandoned.

Gheith said such claims were 
baseless because she always lived 
in the house in Aqbat al-Khaldieh 
neighbourhood in the Muslim 
quarter of the Old City. “They 
needed any excuse to evict my 
family,” Gheith said.

Court personnel will conduct 
unannounced inspections to make 
sure that no one is living with 

Gheith and her husband. She de-
scribed the situation as living in a 
prison.

Rafat Sub Laban, Gheith’s son 
who is a legal researcher, said he 
was looking into whether further 
legal action can be taken. It is un-
common for Palestinian children 
to leave their family home before 
marriage.

“This is completely absurd and 
goes against our social norms 
and violates our right to family,” 
he said. In fact, this is an indirect 
means to force my family out of 
the house, as my mother and fa-
ther cannot live without us, espe-
cially that they are elderly and can-
not live alone.”

Moving out of the house and Je-
rusalem could jeopardise the fam-
ily members’ residency status.

“We will not be in compliance of 
the centre of life policy, which Is-
rael applies to Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem. Under this policy, if we 
can’t prove residence in Jerusalem, 
our residency status would be en-
dangered and could be revoked,” 
Sub Laban said.

Palestinians in Jerusalem do not 
hold Israeli or Palestinian citizen-
ship but carry Israeli-issued resi-
dency permits that can be revoked.

Malak Hasan is a reporter based in 
Ramallah.
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Palestinians walk towards the Qalandia checkpoint between the 
West Bank city of Ramallah and Jerusalem, last June.                             (AP)

A Palestinian group 
claimed 
responsibility for the 
attack but denied 
outside links.

Palestinians in 
Jerusalem do not 
hold Israeli or 
Palestinian 
citizenship but carry 
Israeli-issued 
residency permits.
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