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raq’s military operation to re-
take the city of Mosul from the 
Islamic State (ISIS) could be 
complete in three months or 
less, says the top commander 

of Iraqi special forces
“It’s possible” that Mosul would 

be liberated in that time frame, said 
Lieutenant-General Talib Shaghati, 
who is also commander of Iraq’s 
Joint Military Operation, in an inter-
view with the Associated Press.

He warned it was difficult to give 
an accurate estimate of how long 
the operation would take because it 
is not a conventional fight. “There 
are many variables,” he said, de-
scribing the combat as “guerrilla 
warfare”.

Masrour Barzani, head of the 
Kurdistan Regional Government’s 
Security Council, said on Twitter 
that ISIS was “on the verge of col-
lapse”. His region’s peshmerga forc-
es are not fighting inside the city.

Iraqi forces announced that three 
more neighbourhoods in eastern 
Mosul had been retaken from ISIS 
fighters. Brigadier-General Haider 
Fadhil of Iraq’s special forces esti-
mated that about 85% of eastern 
Mosul was under Iraqi control.

The western side of Mosul, which 
is home to the old city and some 
of ISIS’s strongholds, was always 
tipped as likely to offer the most re-
sistance.

The offensive began October 17th 
and Iraqi leaders originally pledged 
the city would be retaken before 
2017. However, as the fight enters its 
fourth month, only about one-third 
of the city is under government con-
trol.

Iraqi forces have slowly advanced 
across Mosul’s eastern neighbour-
hoods. Fierce ISIS counterattacks 

have killed or injured hundreds of 
Iraqi troops and inflicted consider-
able damage to their military equip-
ment.

Repeatedly, after what appeared 
to be swift progress on the ground, 
Iraqi forces have been pushed back 
by ISIS counterattacks.

Shaghati said counterattacks, spe-
cifically car bombings, have slowed. 
He estimated his forces were seeing 
less than half the number of ISIS car 
bomb attacks on the front than they 
were faced with when the operation 
began.

His views were shared by Major-
General Maan al-Saadi of the Coun-
ter-Terrorism Service, which has 

done much of the fighting in east 
Mosul.

“At the beginning, they launched 
many car bombs, now much fewer. 
There are one, two or three a day, 
never more than ten,” he said. “In 
the first phase, they used more 
than 50 a day,” Saadi told Agence 
France-Presse.

Many of those attacks were con-
ducted by suicide bombers who 
rammed explosives-laden vehicles 
into federal forces.

The offensive to drive ISIS out of 
Mosul involves a 100,000-strong 
force of Iraqi troops, Kurdish fight-
ers and Shia militias.

A fresh push that started Decem-
ber 29th has resulted in Iraqi forces, 
with increased backing from the 
US-led coalition, making significant 
gains in the eastern side of the city.

“We see fewer and fewer VBIED 
than we had previously in Mosul,” 
Pentagon spokesman US Navy Cap-
tain Jeff Davis said, using the acro-
nym for vehicle-borne improvised 
explosive devices.

The United Nations had warned 
that the military campaign could 
displace up to 1.5 million people.

Spokesman Jens Laerke of the 
UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said 

approximately 135,500 people have 
left Mosul since the operation be-
gan in October. Some 4,000 people 
fled on January 2nd, one of the larg-
est single-day outflows during the 
campaign.

OCHA said it and its partners 
have no access to civilians in areas 
of western Mosul controlled by ISIS 
and in a note pointed to “increas-
ing humanitarian concerns for the 
wellbeing of civilians in these ar-
eas”.

In Baghdad bombings in com-
mercial areas of the capital killed 11 
people and wounded 40 on January 
11th.

On the diplomatic front, Iraqi 
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said 
recently that an agreement had 
been reached with Turkey regard-
ing withdrawal of its troops from 

Bashiqa camp, near Mosul.
Turkish Prime Minister Binali 

Yildirim, who met with Abadi while 
visiting Baghdad, noted significant 
progress in the fight against ISIS 
and said the issue of Bashiqa would 
be solved “somehow in a friendly 
way”.

Separately, Turkish Defence Min-
ister Fikri Isik said Turkish troops 
in Iraq had carried out a mission 
during which more than 700 ISIS 
militants were killed.

“Turkey respects Iraq’s territorial 
integrity and unity and the pres-
ence of our troops in Bashiqa is not 
a choice but a necessity,” Isik said in 
Kirikkale, a city east of the Turkish 
capital, Ankara.

Turkish Deputy Prime Minister 
Nurettin Canikli said Turkey re-
serves the right to take measures 

inside Iraq to defend itself against 
terror threats but would no longer 
need to do so once such threats are 
removed.

“The Bashiqa camp is there be-
cause of terror that originates in 
Iraq and it is our right to take meas-
ures against this. If the threat is re-
moved, there will be no need to,” 
Canikli said in an interview with A 
Haber television.

Iraq has long demanded that 
Turkish forces withdraw from 
Bashiqa camp and Abadi said rela-
tions with Turkey could “not move 
forward one step” without a with-
drawal of Turkish forces from the 
camp in northern Iraq, state televi-
sion reported.

The Arab Weekly staff and news 
agencies.

Iraq says it will recapture Mosul in three months
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Iraqi security forces fight against ISIS in the eastern side of Mosul, on January 10th, 2017.                   (AP)

A US soldier watches as a statue of Iraq’s then president Saddam Hussein falls in 
central Baghdad on April 9th, 2003.                                                                                 (Reuters) 
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How toppling Saddam led to the toppling of Iraq

T
en years after former 
Iraqi president 
Saddam Hussein was 
paraded via mobile-
phone photos on 
international televi-

sion before being hanged by 
religious Shia extremists backed 
by Iran, it is hard to escape the 
reality that his demise was also 
the toppling of Iraq as a state and 
society.

It should go without saying 
that this does not mean that Iraq 
always stood no chance without 
Saddam to lead it because that 
would be patently untrue.

Iraqis have a long, proud and 
storied history of not only being 
a regional centre of learning, 
commerce and the arts but also 
of being at the focal point of 
power in the region. It was in the 
Baghdad halls of power of the Ab-
basid caliphate that the Arab and 
Islamic golden age flourished and 
reached its zenith. Many Iraqis are 
descended from that fine stock of 
centuries ago and their capacity 
for greatness exists beyond any 
one particular personality such as 
Saddam, no matter how domi-
nant.

However, it is how Saddam was 

removed from power that ensured 
that Iraq would not flourish after 
his fall and would tumble into an 
abyss. Let us be clear: Iraq was not 
liberated nor was Saddam over-
thrown by the Iraqis themselves. 
Iraq was conquered via the means 
of an illegal US-led invasion with a 
few token Iraqi opposition groups 
to lend the destruction of Iraq 
some misplaced credence with a 
misinformed and gullible audi-

ence that would buy the nonsense 
that Iraq aided and abetted al-
Qaeda.

It has become increasingly 
exasperating that it is necessary to 
list facts so people get a measure 
of the annihilation of Iraq. Prior to 
2003, Iraq was stable — fact. Prior 
to 2003, Iraq was secure — fact. 
Prior to 2003, Iraq did not have 
a problem with terrorism — fact. 
Prior to 2003, Iraq was not rent          

asunder by brutal sectarianism — 
fact.

That Saddam was a brutal 
dictator who would smash any 
opposing voices is undeniable and 
naturally can never be condoned. 
However, that is dwarfed when 
placed alongside what has hap-
pened to Iraq post-2003, which 
has much in common with a 
wasteland governed by rival 
warlords and their gangs and with 
a government holed up in Bagh-
dad’s Green Zone to give a veneer 
of a democratic administration be-
ing in charge and have everything 
under control.

In Saddam’s Iraq, even paral-
lel forces to the main army, such 
as the Popular Army, could not 
operate anywhere he did not allow 
them to. Irrespective of his crimes, 
of which there were many, at least 
he presided over a functioning 
state, complete with institutions 
and some sort of chain of com-
mand and accountability both 
within the military and the civil-
ian bureaucracy.

Can the same be said about the 
Iraq of today? The answer to that 
is a resounding no.

Is that the best Iraq can aspire 
to? Replacing one brutal dictator 
with multiple sources of endless 
brutality?
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