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orocco is paying the 
political and econom-
ic price for the inabil-
ity to form a govern-
ment three months 

after the Islamist Justice and Devel-
opment Party (PJD) won the most 
seats in parliamentary elections, 
analysts said.

Uncertainty resurfaced January 
8th when Prime Minister Abdelilah 
Benkirane, the PJD leader, declared 
“the end of negotiations” with the 
National Rally of Independence 
(RNI) party to form a government 
after failing to come to an agree-
ment on the parties that should join 
them.

The RNI conditioned its partici-
pation in an Islamist-led govern-
ment with a bloc including the Con-
stitutional Union (UC), the Popular 
Movement (MP) and the Socialist 
Union of Popular Forces (USFP) 
while ruling out any alliance with 
the Istiqlal Party (PI).

The PJD won 125 seats in the Oc-
tober vote. The Authenticity and 
Modernity Party (PAM) took 102 
seats. Istiqlal was third with 46 
seats while the RNI holds 37 seats 
and the MP has 27. The PJD needs 
to form a coalition that includes at 
least 198 seats in the 395-member 
House of Representatives.

“The blockade (in forming a gov-
ernment) is going to delay the re-
forms that are needed for the coun-
try’s development as there is no 
functional parliament to approve 
them as a result of the delay in vot-
ing for the government’s budget,” 
said analyst Mohammed Afry.

Mohamed Amine Mansouri Id-
rissi, who said he voted for the 
first time in the October elections, 
described the political deadlock as 
“ridiculous”.

“This situation today is frankly 
ridiculous. It is a coup against de-
mocracy and people’s will,” said 
Idrissi, founder of the Afrique 
Strategie firm. “The aberration is 
such that the party, which has had a 
fraction of votes with a game of al-
liance, wants to impose its diktat as 
if Moroccans had voted for the four 
parties as one.

“The economic wait-and-see that 
results from the political blockade 
is very costly because it negatively 
impacts Morocco’s image of stabil-
ity and globally reflects on the over-
all business climate.”

The stalemate is likely to affect 
Moroccan political parties’ cred-
ibility further after the voter turn-
out was relatively low in October 
despite heavy public awareness 
campaigns on the importance of 
participating in the elections. Afry 
said the delay would backfire on 
political parties’ image.

“I lost faith in politics,” said med-
ical doctor Youssef Oukessou. “We 

haven’t seen any changes in terms 
of fighting corruption.”

Two royal advisers met with Ben-
kirane at the end of December to 
express King Mohammed VI’s con-
cern over the delay in forming the 
government. This pushed the PJD 
leader to open new talks with RNI 
after announcing that the PI would 
not be part of the next government.

Some analysts are predicting the 

Moroccan monarch might inter-
vene in the political impasse. King 
Mohammed VI could designate an-
other PJD figure to lead the negotia-
tions if Benkirane steps down or he 
could pressure the political parties 
to reach an agreement at a time 
when Morocco is seeking to reinte-
grate with the African Union.

The fallout from the “Arab 
spring” protests in Morocco helped 

the PJD win the elections in 2011 
and lead the country for the past 
five years, which have been marked 
by political and economic stability 
and a rise in foreign investment de-
spite numerous ongoing conflicts in 
the region.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
contributor to The Arab Weekly on 
Maghreb issues.
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A 

prominent member of 
Libya’s internationally 
backed government’s 
collective leadership 
has stepped down, cit-

ing its inability to “resolve the po-
litical crisis” facing the country 
more than five years after dictator 
Muammar Qaddafi was toppled.

Musa al-Koni’s resignation 
showed the depth of Libya’s divi-
sions at a time when militias shift-
ed the theatres of fighting from the 
eastern oil basin to southern re-
gions 250km from Tripoli.

“We failed to solve citizens’ eve-
ryday problems… and unsolved 
problems have accumulated,” 
Koni, a deputy prime minister and 
one of nine members of the Presi-
dential Council, said of the reasons 
behind his resignation.

“I don’t think we are unaware 
of what the citizens are suffering 
but we are incapable,” he said at 
a January 2nd news conference in 
Tripoli.

Koni’s resignation exacerbates 
internal divisions in the council 
and raises the question of the Gov-
ernment of National Accord’s abil-
ity to function. Two other council 
members had put their participa-
tion in the leadership body on hold 
as part of a rift between eastern 
and western Libya over the coun-
try’s oil riches and control of the 
military.

Koni stepped down when council 
Chairman and Libyan Prime Minis-
ter Fayez al-Sarraj was in London 
for a daughter’s wedding.

Sarraj expressed hope that Koni 
would change his mind. He also 
overturned the decision of council 

member Fathi al-Mijabri to appoint 
one of his supporters as the head of 
the country’s intelligence services. 
That move had provoked the ire of 
other members of the council, who 
said it was illegal.

Libya’s internationally recog-
nised House of Representatives is 
the only body legally entitled to fill 
an opening created by the resigna-
tion of a member of the council but 
it has yet to endorse the council 
and its right to govern.

Libyan political analyst Alaa 
Farouk painted a grim picture of 
the fallout plaguing the council 
and the country.

“Libyans inside the country live 
under power blackout for hours 
without running water and amid 
economic misery,” he said. “When 
electricity is back, they see their 
government leaders bickering on 
television, one casting doubt on 
others, another stepping down, 
while a third is fleeing while the 
head of the government is busy 
with the wedding of his daughter 
in London.”

Analysts were split on whether 
the council would continue mud-
dling through or fall apart.

“I expect more resignations as 
they do not want to bear false wit-
nesses about the council failure 
from inside,” said Libyan analyst 
Abu Baker Khalifa.

Faraj Farkash, a Libyan political 
activist, said: “Koni’s resignation 
had lent a moral victory to oppo-
nents of the entente.”

The country’s latest political 
problems surfaced when Libya 
had apparently been moving in a 
positive direction on other fronts. 
Islamist militias aligned with the 
council had uprooted the Islamic 
State (ISIS) from the eastern Liby-
an town of Sirte in December, the 
country’s oil output has been ris-
ing steadily and the budget for this 
year has been agreed to with the 
Central Bank.

Government spokesman Ashraf 
al-Thilthi said in a statement that 
the endorsement of the budget for 
2017 would help resolve the cash 
crisis and bolster the dinar.

Meanwhile, a warplane from 
the Libyan National Army (LNA), 
led by Field Marshal Khalifa Haf-
tar, whose forces control most of 
eastern Libya, including oil export 
outlets, bombed a landing plane 
carrying officials from the power-
ful Misrata militias on January 2nd 
at Jufra air base.

Misrata militias chief General 
Ibrahim al-Ainine was among sev-
eral people wounded in the strike.

Misrata militias aligned with Sar-
raj’s government ousted ISIS from 
Sirte early in December with the 
help of US air strikes, British intel-
ligence support and medical assis-
tance from Italy.

Haftar’s spokesman Ahmed 
Mismari said: “Our warplane hit a 
gathering of terrorists.”

Jamal Turki, a Misrata military 
spokesman told a local television 
interviewer: “We came to the south 
to enforce security in the south. We 
told mediators from the region that 
forces backed by Haftar seek war,  
not us”.

Analysts said Haftar is trying to 
consolidate support in southern 
regions between Jufra and Sabha, 
which include arms and ammuni-
tion depots and unused air bases, 

to prepare his forces for the day 
when he begins to storm Tripoli 
from the south.

They argue that tribes like 
Qaddadfa, from which Qaddafi 
hailed, and Senoussi are at odds 
with Misrata militias and are ready 
to back Haftar.

Of more immediate concern is 
Western powers — Italy reopened 
its embassy in Tripoli on Janu-
ary 10th in what the Italian For-
eign Ministry said was a show of 
support for Libya’s stabilisation 

process — and Libya’s neighbours 
backing Sarraj’s government de-
spite domestic misgivings.

“The efforts of Egypt, Algeria and 
Tunisia are directed at strengthen-
ing the entente and compromise 
among Libyans rather than erasing 
everything and restart from zero as 
some in Libya think,” said Libyan 
political analyst Fadhil Amine.

 
Lamine Ghanmi is an Arab Weekly 
correspondent in Tunis. Additional 
reporting by Reuters.
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Moroccan Prime Minister and Secretary-General of the ruling Islamist Justice and Development Party 
(PJD) Abdelilah Benkirane, attends a conference in Sale, on October 22nd, 2016                                     (AFP)

A 2016 file photo shows Musa al-Koni, deputy prime minister of 
Libya’s UN-backed government, attending a news conference in 
Tripoli, Libya.                                            (Reuters)
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Two royal advisers 
met with Benkirane 
in December to 
express the king’s 
concern.

Public investment is 
at stake and external 
investment will be 
affected by the delay.

We failed to solve 
citizens’ everyday 
problems…”Deputy Prime Minister

Musa al-Koni


