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Terror shooting shakes 
Turkey, more attacks feared

Rumblings of discontent in Algeria’s Bejaia

Tunis

D 

emonstrators in the 
north-eastern Algerian 
town of Bejaia clashed 
with riot police, burn-
ing a police truck, a bus 

and damaging buildings in protest 
against rising commodity prices.

Local media reported several 
policemen and protesters were in-
jured.

However, most cities and villages 
remained quiet, even in the restive 
Berber-speaking Kabylie, which 
has often joined protests in Bejaia.

An anonymous statement had 
called for a seven-day strike by lo-
cal businesses over price increases 
and austerity measures in Algeria’s 
2017 budget. The call went viral on 
social media.

People across Algeria rushed to 
markets, emptying shelves of es-
sential goods.

Political experts compared the 

atmosphere surrounding the call 
for the strike to the social climate 
that led to riots in October 1988. 
Rising prices, the high rate of un-
employment among young people 
and austerity measures announced 

by the government were the main 
reasons then for the unrest.

The violent protests were also 
due to falling oil prices in the pre-
ceding years, as it is the case now 
with slow economic and political 

reform, as well as the deep social 
frustration.

Bejaia followed the strike call 
with a vengeance, apparently be-
cause of the strong support there 
for the separatist Autonomy Move-
ment for Kabylie led by singer-
turned-politician Ferhat Mehenni.

Algeria is gripped with anger 
about the effects of the auster-
ity measures and the future of the 
country during a year of legislative 
elections.

Under President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika’s reforms, the next gov-
ernment will be formed by the win-
ner of the polls but there is unlikely 
to be much change in the status quo 
as the country’s leaders see pre-
serving stability as the priority.

“Widespread social discontent 
gripped society because of the aus-
terity measures and rising prices,” 
said political analyst Hamid Said-
ani.

Because of the local currency 
weakness, due to shrinking oil ex-
port revenues, local prices have 
risen more than 6% in the last year. 
The head of parliament’s budget 
committee, Mahjoub Bedda, said 
he expected prices to increase up 
to 9% this year because of austerity 
measures.

Interior Minister Noureddine 
Bedoui blamed “domestic enemies 
of the state” for Bejaia’s riots and 
urged Algerians to come together 
to protect the country’s stability 
and security.

“We are in a very particular con-
juncture. Without security and 
stability nothing can be done,” he 
said.

Lamine Ghanmi is an Arab Weekly 
correspondent in Tunis.

Istanbul

A 

lmost one week after 
the terrorist attack at an 
upscale Istanbul night-
club that killed at least 
39 New Year’s revellers, 

the perpetrator, believed to be of 
Turkic Uighur origin, remained at 
large. At least 36 people were in po-
lice custody in connection with the 
shooting at Reina, a popular club on 
the European bank of the Bosporus.

Turkish media reports said the 
wife of the alleged shooter was 
detained in Istanbul. Several other 
people were arrested in the Aegean 
coastal city of Izmir. The state-run 
Anadolu news agency reported that 
several of them belonged to the 
Turkic Uighur ethnic group and are 
believed to have arrived in Turkey 
from China’s Xinjiang region.

The Reina attack shocked many 
Arab countries because citizens of 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Tuni-
sia and Morocco were among the 
27 foreigners killed. In a statement 
released January 2nd, the Islamic 

State (ISIS) claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack, saying it had 

taken revenge for Turkish mili-
tary involvement in Syria.

Turkish Deputy Prime 
Minister Numan Kurtulmus 
criticised the country’s Syria 
policy following the night-

club attack. “I belong to those 
who believe that [Turkey’s] 

Syria policy is full of big mis-
takes,” he told the Turkish dai-
ly Hurriyet. “Of course, we will 
not side with the Assad regime 

and with the oppressors. We are 
now repairing and correcting [the 

policy].”
He said Turkey would work for a 

peace deal in Syria and mend ties 
with the Iraqi government.

Violence has surged in Turkey in 
recent years, with more than 400 
people killed in major terrorist at-
tacks since 2015, claimed either by 

Kurdish militants affiliated with the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) or with ISIS or who seem to 
have been inspired by the group. 
This includes the deadliest attack 
in the country’s modern history, a 
double suicide bombing targeting 
a peace rally in Ankara, on October 
10th, 2015, that killed more than 
100 people.

Observers warn that worse may 
yet come. Metin Gurcan, a security 
analyst, has long stressed that Tur-

key, which has suffered from ter-
rorist attacks for decades, was un-
prepared to deal with the new type 
of violence carried out by attackers 
who were trained and radicalised 
on the battlefields of Syria and Iraq.

Others ask how the Reina shoot-
ing could have happened despite 
massive security measures on New 
Year’s Eve due to fears of just such 
attacks. Media reports said about 
17,000 police officers were de-
ployed in Istanbul alone. One Reina 

employee who survived the attack 
told Hurriyet that he had to pass 
“three police checks” when enter-
ing the club on December 31st and 
that the area had been “surrounded 
by police”.

Critics point to the hasty purges 
of the police force due to the ruling 
Justice and Development Party’s ef-
fort to root out followers of Islamic 
preacher Fethullah Gulen, whom 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan blames for last July’s coup 
attempt. They say the loss of man-
power left the country vulnerable 
to terrorist attacks.

Constanze Letsch is a contributor 
to The Arab Weekly in Istanbul.
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People across Algeria 
rushed to markets, 
emptying shelves of 
essential goods.
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A Turkish police officer secures central Istanbul’s Istiklal Avenue, the main shopping road 
of Istanbul, on January 5th.                                                                                                              (AP)

The Reina attack has 
also sent shockwaves 
through many Arab 
countries.
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