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Casablanca

M 

oroccan civil society 
and social media us-
ers condemned part 
of a television broad-
cast that showed how 

to use make-up to hide the bruises 
of battered women.

The sequence, which was aired 
by the majority state-owned net-
work 2M on a programme dedicated 
to women, showed how to use the 
right make-up to camouflage bruis-
es.

The channel’s management is-
sued a statement two days after the 
programme aired calling the broad-
cast sequence “completely inappro-
priate” and offered its “most sincere 
apologies for this error, given the 
sensitivity and seriousness of the 
subject” after the channel faced a 
barrage of criticism.

“We did not expect 2M to broad-
cast such a sequence, especially 
with the taxpayers’ money. It was 
unethical and inhuman,” said Saida 
Idrissi, president of the Democratic 
Association of Moroccan Women 
(ADFM).

ADFM sent a letter to the High Au-
thority of Audiovisual Communica-
tion (HACA) urging it to take strong 
measures against those responsible 
for the broadcast of what Idrissi 
called a “humiliating sequence”.

“I haven’t seen anyone judging 
the women who have been abused. 
We’re actually disgusted that these 
techniques were specifically said 
to be for covering up bruises from 
domestic violence. I’m a survivor 

of domestic violence and I’m dis-
gusted by this,” said one person on 
Facebook.

“It’s not empowering women! 
It’s telling them they will be beaten 
for the rest of their lives and they 
must not humiliate their husband 
by going out in public with bruises,” 
stressed another social media user.

More than two-thirds of women 
in Morocco said that they had been  
physically abused, according to the 
annual report of the National Obser-
vatory of Violence Against Women 
released in July.

A total of 13,445 women in cities 
were victims of physical violence 
in 2014, with 7,962 married women, 
3,444 unmarried women and 2,039 
divorced women. Housewives rep-
resented 53.8% of all victims com-
pared to 54.4% in 2013.

The report was based on statistics 
from institutions such as the Minis-
tries of Health and Justice, the Na-
tional Security Directorate (DGSN) 
and the Royal Gendarmerie.

Sexual violence constitutes 9% 
of all types of violence suffered 
by Moroccan women, the report 
said. More than 60% of the cases 
of sexual violence were committed 
against women who were 30 years 
old or younger, 31% against women 
aged 31-45 and 7.3% against older 
women.

The National Observatory of Vio-
lence Against Women said that sin-

gle women were the most affected 
by this type of violence with 53.6% 
of cases of sexual violence commit-
ted against them. Another 22.9% 
was against divorced women and 
20.1% against married women.

“Unfortunately, violence against 
women is on the rise in Morocco. 
We don’t have strong law that pro-
tects women against this phenom-
enon,” Idrissi said.

A draft law adopted in July by par-
liament failed to integrate amend-
ments proposed by civil society. It 
is awaiting approval of the House of 
Councillors.

“When we read the content of the 
draft law 103-13, we find out that it 
lacks a preamble. It does not specifi-
cally define what type of violence it 
should treat,” Idrissi said, adding 
that some categories of women, 
such as women with special needs 
and single mothers, are not covered 
by the law.

Idrissi criticised the Islamist-led 
government for not showing the 
political will to seriously tackle the 
issue and enforce the constitutional 
amendments, including questions 
of equality and violence.

“A conservative government will 
never go ahead with the gender 
equality and promotion of the de-
fence of women’s rights,” she said.

The UN Women, a gender equal-
ity and empowerment organisation, 
called on the newly elected House 
of Representatives to accelerate 
adoption of legislation, including 
draft bill 103-13, on violence against 
women, “to bring it into line with 
international standards and provide 
multi-sectoral and effective protec-
tion for all women in all situations 
of violence”.

The Belgian Development Coop-
eration provided funding of $1.32 
million to a UN project to support 
Moroccan efforts to combat vio-
lence against women.

The Supporting the Fight Against 
Violence Against Women in Morocco 
and the Availability and Quality of 
Service project, which seeks to fo-
cus on prevention, awareness-rais-
ing and care, is to be implemented 
under the aegis of the Ministry of 
Solidarity, Women, Family and So-
cial Development and would in-
volve national institutions and civil 
society organisations.

The Maghreb office of UN Women 
has launched a campaign called  
Orangez le monde (Orange the world) 
in association with the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women.

Numerous events were planned 
for Morocco to raise awareness and 
end the violence that affects more 
than 6 million Moroccan women. 
As part of the campaign, several im-
portant buildings in the Moroccan 
capital will be illuminated in orange 
— a colour that symbolises “a prom-
ising, optimistic and non-violent 
future”.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
contributor to The Arab Weekly on 
Maghreb issues.
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Traffic congestion adds to Lebanon’s many woes
Samar Kadi

Beirut

O 

ne would think that 
Lebanon’s main prob-
lems stem from the 
raging war next door in 
Syria or the more than 

1 million Syrian refugees flooding 
its villages and towns or from a 
corrupt public administration and 
dysfunctional governments, but, 
no. Spending hours stranded in 
traffic jams, precarious road con-
ditions and erratic driving causing 
high numbers of casualties and ad-
verse effects on the economy are as 
problematic.

Traffic congestion in Lebanon 
has developed into a transporta-
tion crisis that is worsening due to 
bad roads, an increasing number 
of cars and a quasi-absent public 
transportation system.

Excessive reliance on private 
cars and a very low occupancy rate 
of vehicles — estimated at 1.2 peo-
ple per vehicle — are key factors 
for congestion. People in Lebanon 
spend 720 hours on average out of 
4,380 day hours on the roads annu-
ally; more than 16% of the individ-
ual’s supposed “productive time”, 
according to the Urban Transport 
Development Project, a World 
Bank-affiliated organisation.

“The traffic in Lebanon is largely 
caused by the big volume of cars 
exceeding the capacity of the road 
network. Moreover, we only have 
private cars as a main mode of 
transportation, which means the 
number of cars will continue to 
rise,” said Elie Helou, traffic expert 
with the government’s Council for 
Development and Reconstruction 
(CDR).

“Another main reason for traffic 

is chaos on the road. Systematic 
violations of the road laws and lack 
of proper enforcement make traffic 
much worse,” Helou added.

An estimated 500,000-600,000 
vehicles enter and exit Beirut daily, 
adding to the large number of cars 
in the city. This, combined with 
chaotic driving, double parking 
and bad roads, makes commut-
ing in the traffic-clogged capital a 
nightmarish adventure.

Police officer Major Khalil Mouk-
arzel of the Traffic Management 
Centre (TMC) in Beirut underlined 
what he called “seasonal traffic”, 
which is predictable compared to 
“circumstantial traffic” caused by 
accidents and collisions.

The former occurs in summer 
with the influx of Lebanese expa-
triates and foreign visitors who fill 
the streets with rented cars, during 
holidays such as Christmas-New 
Year and Eid al-Fitr and the aca-
demic year, which runs from Sep-
tember through June.

“You have traffic at specific hours 
in the zones where schools are lo-
cated and in the streets leading to 
them. Here, there is also an issue 
with Lebanese mentality and cul-
ture. Many send their children to 
school in private cars, while oth-
ers prefer to drop them themselves 
instead of paying school bus fees,” 
Moukarzel said.

Accidents and crashes can cause 
sudden and abrupt congestion, 
Moukarzel explained, citing a 
global study that showed a single 
minute delay on a road lane for 
any reason causes four minutes of 
traffic. “This count is true in coun-
tries where drivers respect traffic 
laws. In Lebanon, it is much, much 
worse,” he added.

Some 1.8 million registered pri-
vate cars are officially circulating 
on Lebanon’s roads. “On top of that, 

one should add the unregistered 
cars, Syrian matriculated cars that 
increased with the arrival of Syrian 
refugees, public utility trucks and 
army and police vehicles patrolling 
the streets,” Moukarzel said.

In parallel, traffic congestion in 
Lebanon is causing economic loss 
of 8-10% of gross domestic product 
(GDP), an estimated $3 billion, Ziad 
Nakat, senior transport specialist 
with the World Bank, pointed out.

“The biggest component of the 
cost of traffic is time wasted on the 
road. There is also the effect on 
health from pollution, excess fuel 
consumption, impact on economic 
productivity, higher cost of rent as 
people tend to live closer to their 
jobs and higher vehicle operating 
costs,” Nakat said.

The three experts agreed that 
introducing a proper and reliable 
public transportation system is the 

only answer to Lebanon’s traffic 
problem.

“We can either build new roads — 
but that is not going to take us any-
where because new roads mean 
more cars — or ensure public trans-
portation,” Helou said. “The solu-
tion for Lebanon is to have a com-
bination of public transport system 
and new roads.”

Nakat was adamant, saying: 
“What we need to do is improve 
public transport. There is no city in 
the world that tackles congestion 
by building just roads and bridges.”

“The solution is by introducing 
reliable public transport, making 
parking space more expensive so 
that people would use their private 
cars only when needed,” he said.

Enforcement of traffic regula-
tions is also a key to reduce conges-
tion. However, Moukarzel argued 
that “violations cannot be reduced 

by issuing tickets only”.
“We have to provide people with 

alternatives, such as parking plac-
es to avoid double parking while 
fetching their children from school, 
smooth traffic flow to arrive on time 
to their meetings, etc.,” he said.

More than 25 years after a devas-
tating civil war that brought havoc 
and chaos, Lebanon is still a driv-
ing jungle. Official records counted 
at least 16,756 road accidents since 
2013 that resulted in more than 
2,284 deaths and 22,220 injuries, 
while traffic solutions are still to be 
implemented.

“Strong political will and com-
mitment is needed to put in place 
traffic strategies. The lack of it is 
what is slowing us down,” Nakat 
contended.

Samar Kadi is The Arab Weekly 
Travel and Society section editor.

A Lebanese woman plays with prayer beads as she waits in a traffic jam on a highway between Beirut 
and Jounieh, north of Beirut.                                                                                                                                     (AFP)

A 2012 file picture shows Moroccan women protesting against all 
forms of violence against women during a demonstration in the 
Moroccan city of Rabat.                      (AFP)                                                                                                                            

A proper and reliable 
public transportation 
system is the only 
answer to Lebanon’s 
traffic problem.

Traffic congestion in 
Lebanon is causing 
economic loss of 
8-10% of GDP, an 
estimated $3 billion.
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two-thirds of women in 
Morocco say they were 
physically abused.

More than

 Numerous events 
were planned for 
Morocco to raise 
awareness and end 
the violence.


